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REPORT. 


In Wyar, May 9, 1873. . 

Resolted, That two hundred copies of the ‘‘Report of the Special 

Joint Committee for investigation into the Official Conduct and Accounts 

of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and of\his Subordinates,” 
be printed for the use of the Senate. i 


CoxMrrrEE Room, AUSTIN, April 22, 1873. 
To Hon E. B. Pickett, President of the Senate, and 
. Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howse-of Rep- 
resentatives : 

Your Special Joint Committee, to whom was referred 
concurrent resolution directing enquiry into the official 
conduct and accounts of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and of his subordinates in office, have per- 
formed the duties assigned them to the best of their abil- 
ity, and report the following as the result of their 
investigation, to-wit : 

1. In the appointment of W. B. Bonner, of ‘‘Lime- 
stone notoriety," and of Geo. W. Smith, commonly 
known as ‘‘Brenham-burner Smjth," as inspectors of 
schools for Grimes county, your committee are of the 
opinion that the Superintendent of Public instruction 
did, in these appointments ‘evince a wanton disregard of 
public opinion, and a criminal disposition to make the 
power with which he is vested a means by which to reward 
party fealty at the expense of the conimon good. The 
character of these men, and the gross outrages with which 
they were charged, certainly could not have been un- 
, known to the Superintendent, and their selection to fill so 
high and important a position as that of inspector of 
schools, does not indicate that true devotion to the best 
interests of the department over which he presides that 
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was desired, if not expected, by the people. The testi- 
mony of B. A. Strange (No. 9), himself an appointee as a 
member of the board of school directors for the same 
county, discloses the singular fact that Smith left the 
county as soon as the Republican nominations had been 
made, which circumstance, taken in connection with the 
further fact that he was at the same time postmaster at 
Corsicana, and whiie inspector was not known to visit a 
single school in Grimes county, leads the mind to the 
inevitable τς that his appointment was made for 
political purpóses, and not in ‘the interest of the people 
of the county to which he was sent. What merits 
these men possessed beyond those which ihe notoriety 
they enjoy throughout the whole country warrants 
in attributing to them, the evidence does not show, and 
your committee feel justified in the belief that the 
power was used in this instance for the purpose of 
promoting the success of that party of which the Su- 
perintendent is so prominent a member, and in whose 
efforts to control the country he has played so conspicu- 
ous a part. 

2. By reference to the statement of A. S. Reed, (No. 
11), it will be perceived that notwithstanding the Super- 
inteudeni was, moie than once, notified of the character 
and conduet of the Board of school directors of ‘Tarrant 
eounty, no investigation was ever directed into the truth 
of the charges made against them by their superior in of 
fice (the witness), and for aught your committee know, 
these very same men are still. retained in the position to 
which they were originally assigned. Your committee 
ean find no excuse for the conduct of the Superintendent 
in this matter, and deem it their duty to invite the special 
attention of this honorable Legislature to so palpable and 
unjustifiable a failure upon the part of the Superintendent 
to maintain thé good character of the common school sys- 
tem, and to remove from official position such unworthy 
persons as comprise the board of school directors of 
which the witness speaks. : 

8. The testimony of L. P. Rucker and. T. J. Lockett 
(Nos. 8 and 10 respectively), subjects the Superintendent 
to another charge of a very grave and serious character— 
that is, partiality in (he payment of teachers. Your 
committee have failed to discover any good reason why 
teachers of colored schools, even though they had come 
from the North, should receive salaries larger than those 
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of the same grade, who teach white schools. It will be 
geen from the evidence of Lockett that siz teachers of 
colored schools, who were ladies from the North, received 
pay at the rate of ninety dollars per month, while all 
other teachers, who held the same character of certificates, 
were paid only seventy-five dollars per month. That the 
Superintendent was eognizant of this fact is beyond all 
doubt—the vouchers of all teachers; upon which alone 

ayment could be made, being subject to his approval. 
ho rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Edu- 
cation, under the act of November 29, 1871, prescribe the 
salaries of teachers, allowing those who have second class 
certificates seventy: five dollars per month, but authorizing 
the Superintendent, in specia? cases, to increase their sal- 
aries to ninety dollars per month. Why this discrimina- 
tion was made does not appear in the evidence, except for 
the reason that these favored teachers had large schools. 
But they were not without assistants, and surely the 
character of the schools to whieh they were assigned did 
not require qualifications superior to those necessary to 
be possessed by teachers of white schools. 

By Rucker the fact is established that the voucher of 
Wasburn, a teacher of à colored. school, was reduced by 
him to seventy-five dollars per month, and forwarded to 
the Superintendent, who, for some reason unknown {ο 
witness, returned it, increasing Washburn's pay to ninety 
dollars per month. True itis, that Washburn’s school 
was large, yet the evidence shows that he was assisted by 
three others, all of whom taught the elementary branches 
in the same room. 

The witness, who held a first class certificate, and was 
teaching a white schook ranging from fifty to eighty 
scholars, received only the pay of a second class teacher. 

Your committee respectfully submit that the Superin- 
tendent being, by virtue of the present school law, vested 
with almost despotic power, and requiring, with the dis- 
position of an inquisitor, the submission of every official 
act of his subordinates to his own critical inspection, 
should be held to a strict responsibility for every 
piece of DD which may have come to his knowl- 
edge, and which he has not suught to eorrect. 

4. The purchase of slates, through the intervention of 
A. S, Mair (Νο. 2), raises a very grave suspicion in the 
minds of your committee that a great fraud was practiced 
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in that matter upon the State, and, furthermore, that said 
fraud was committed within the knowledge and with 
the connivance, or through the negligence of the Superin- 
tendent. The witness, Mair, was instructed to purchase 
from a particular quarry a certain number of slates. This 
notto be presumed that the Superintendent would have 
restricted the witness to a single quarry, without knowing 
what would be the cost. In compliance with these in- 
structions, Mair purchased four hundred and six slates, 
giving in payment therefor New York acceptances, due 
ninety days aftef shipment, Within twenty-five days, 
after leaving the place of manufacture, and more than 
sixty days before the acceptances fell due, the slates 
reached Galveston and Jefferson, at a total cost to Mair 
of $5,484.24, when Mair was paid for them the sum of 
58,270.00, thus realizing a net profit of $2,830.76, on so 
small an adventure, in so short a time, and without har- 
ing paid one dollar in advance. Commentis unnecessary ; 
and while it may be true, as the witness asserts, that the 
Superintendent was not interested with him in the pur- 
chase, yet Inasmuch as he was restricted to a particular 
quarry, and not permitted to go into the market gener- 
ally, the committee are clearly of the opinion that the 
Superintendent is justly censurable for permitting so 
great a loss to the State, when it might have been so easily 
avoided by direct purchase by the Superintendent or_his 
subordinates. In the testimony of W. C. Philips (No. 
21, page 64), it will be seen that in the purchase of school 
registers, nineteen hundred and seventy-three dollars 
were expended, when books of the same kind and of as 
good quality could have been purchased from the Gal- 
veston News fornine hundred and sixty dollars, and the 
State saved a useless expenditure of more than one 
thousand dollars. 

δ. On pages 62 and 69 respectively. it will be observed. 
that George W. Smith, W. H. Griffin and John N. Shaf- 
ter received pay amounting to more than thirteen hundred 
dollars for services as officers of the militia in Limestone 
and Freestone counties, and during the very same time 
also drew salaries as officers of the publie free schools. 
(See pages 62 to 65, inclusive, and also page 69.) Your 
committee are of the opinion that the Superintendent, in 
permitting these men to draw (double pay,” . acted in 
utter disregard of the publie interest, and was guilty of a 
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Favoritism for which no satisfactory apology can be 
‘offered. Nor can he shelter himself behind the opinion 
‘of the OE General that a position in the militia was 


not such an office as debarred one from being an officer in 
the public free schools. If Griffin, Smith and Shafter 
were rendering actual service in the field (to which fact 
the unfortunate people of Limestone and Freestone coun- 
ties will testify), they certainly were not performing their 
duties at the same time and at a different place as officers 
of the free schools; and such being the case, we know of 
no law or rule of equity or principle of morality that 
authorizes their payment for services that they did not 
and could not perform. Upon the Superintendent rests 
the responsibility of thus'expending the public moneys. 
Such conduct cannot be too severely reprehended. Itin- 
dicates a looseness of official morality that stands in 
strange contrast with that of the officials of other days, 
and is the more conspicuous because it is exhibited in the 
conduct of one^whose example should be worthy of all 
imitation. 

According to the testimony of E. J. Davis (p. 87), it 
will be seen that these men were directed to refund their 
commutation money. , Their pay proper was retained. 
By reference tothe report of the Adjutant General, giving 
an abstract of the disbursement of moneys, ete., ib will 
be observed that the fuel commutation of these men did 
not amount to more than one hundred dollars ; so that 
the pay they received as militia officers, after returning 
the eommutation money, exceeded twelve hundred dol- 
lars. While upon the subject of the improper disburse- 
ment of publie funds, which were under the exclusive 
control of the Superintendent, your committee would in- 
vite the further attention of this honorable Legislature to 
the following facts. as disclosed in the testimony of 
W. C. Philips (No. 21), J. D. McCall (pp. 69-79 inclu- 
sive), W. D. Moore (No. 27), David Sheeks (No. 28), 
H. O. Heffter (No. 26), to-wit: 

First. The appointment of Charles Parker by the Su- 
perintendent, as examiner in the Bureau of Education, 
and his payment' as such, while he was in the service of 
the United States as a detective, and for which he drew 
pay from the general government. : 

Second. That Stanley Welch was paid as an employe 
in the Swperintendent’s office from the twenty-first day of 
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December, 1872, to the twenty-first day of January, 1878, 
and at the same time he was in the employment of the 
State Journal office, at Austin, Texas. 

Third. That the Superintendent himself drew double 
pay for the month of January, 1872, which was not recti- 
fied until discovered in the office of the Comptroller. 

Fourth. That notwithstanding the Superintendent was 
furnished with a ree ticket over the Central railroad, yet 
for trips on said road he drew, upon an average, more 
than twelve dollars per day for traveling expenses. 

Fifth. That without the authority of law he employed 
and caused to be paid out of the school fund, attorneys, 
when there were district attorneys to represent the State. 
From a careful examination of the evidence it will be dis- 
covered that there is no testimony tending to disprove the 
facts which have been last enumerated. 

Mr. Welch (No. 38) says that he left the employ of the 
Educational Department on the twenty-second day of 
last January, but does not deny that he was, before 
leaving, in the employment of the Slate Journal, and 
Mr. Newcomb (No. 41), one of the proprietors, himself 
testifies that Mr. Welch assisted him ‘fin bookkeeping 
matters’? before formally employed—that is, before the 
twenty-second of January last. In order to justify the 
employment of attorneys we cannot think that the Super- 
intendent will be permitted to plead the authority of the 
Board of Education. Your committee, after a most care- 
ful examination, have wholly failed to discover any law 
permitting the expenditure of the school fund fcr such a 
purpose; nor can your commiltee conceive the necessity 
of so doing, there being an,attorney in each district whose 
duty it isto represent the State in all matters, civil as well 
as criminal. 

G. The unjustifiable diversion of the one per cent. 
school tax from the purposes for which it was designed 
by the law exhibits a character singularly willful and 
arbitrary, and has established a precedent hitherto un- 
known to the civil history of this country—that the law 
is to be respected only when it comports with the willof the 
officers, and whenever the necessity, however slight, occurs, 
affords no protection to the citizen, though its language 
be ever so strong. 

7. Asan evidence of the extravagance of the Superin- 
tendent, your committce invite attention to the cost of the 
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t clerical force" in his office. (Page 122.) This does not 
include other expenses, which, if corresponding with the 
items above mentioned, would increase the cost of main- 
taining the central office of the Department of Public 
Schools to an amount truly alarming. 

8. That the high and responsible office of Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction has been used for political pur- 
poses, and made to subserve partisan ends, will, in the 
opinion of your committee, be the conclusion of eve 
candid mind, from a careful survey of the evidence whie 
your committee present for the consideration of this hon- 
orable Legislature. The testimony of Warren Norton 
(page 47), and C. Caldwell (No. 36), places the fact be- 
yond dispute, and your committee are forced to the pain- 
ful conclusion that the Department of Public Instruction, 
which ought to he entirely free from all political influ- 
ences whatever, has been so contaminated by partyism 
and the maladministration of its chief, as to be, in its 
present condition, a curse rather than a blessing to the 
people. Section three of the act of November 29, 1871, 
gives the Superintendent an unlimited contro] of that por- 
tion of the school fund which is paid into the State 
Treasury; and availing himself of ihe provision in the 
law, he has not hesitated to withdraw from the possession 
of the proper custodian of the public money, large sums, 
and afterwards filing vouchers to cover the same. State- 
ment No. 51 of the Comptroller shows that on the four- 
teenth day of August, 1871, the Superintendent drew, 
upon requisition, the sum of fifty thousand dollars, but 
did not obtain a corresponding credit until April, 1978, 
more than seven months aftegwards. The Superintendent 
having been permitted to d'w moneys, by requisition, 
from the treasury, thus relieving the Comptroller from 
duties which are particularly incident to his office, it has 
been entirely impracticable for your committee to ascer- 
tain whether or not any frauds have been practiced other 
than such as appear in the evidence. Certainly there was 
every opportunity, through the mode adopted, for specu- 
ating with the public funds, and imposing upon those 
who may have held such accounts and vouchers as were 
payable out of said funds. Itis not therefore to be pre- 
sumed that, from the failure of this committee to bring to 
light any other irregularities and improprieties upon the 
part of the Superintendent and his subordinates, except 
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those which are disclosed in tho testimony, none others 
were perpetrated. Your committee have confined them- 
selves to the presentation of such facts as are noć contra- 
‘dicted, and with which the Superintendent is directly 
connected. There arc many other facts contained in the 
evidence equally pertinent with those that have been 
‘cited, which establish, beyond all dispute, the criminality 
of those engaged in their accomplishment. 

In conclusion, your committee say that the Superinten- 
dent of Publie Instruction has been guilty of the most 
palpable abuse of his official position, doing those things 
which he ought not to have done, and leaving undone 
those things which he should have done, as is manifest 
from the testimony; that with millions of dollars subject 
to his own exelusive control, and every officer and teacher 
throughout the whole State utterly defenseless again the 
gratification of his slightest whim, however unreasonable 
and undeserved, his exercise of power has been such as is 
peculiar to tyrants only, and hisexpenditures of the pub- 
lie money reckless and extravagant beyond all precedent. 
Your committee do not think it necessary to recommend 
any particular character of action by this honorable Legis- 
lature, in regard to the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. The facts presented are pregnant with suggestions 
as to the course that should be pursued, No crime should 
be held in greater abhorrence by the legislative depart- 
ment of any government than the wills ul abuse of a pub- 
lic trust. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOS. D. SAYERS, 
Chaignan Senate Committe. 
$ J. AVINGER, 
A. d. BALL, 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 


J. S. MILLS, 

Chairman House Committee. 
K. M. VAN ZANDT. 
STEPHEN POWERS. 

J. W. KEMBLE, \ 

L. E. GILLETTE, 

W. D. WOOD, 

J. PAYNE, . 

JAMES M. ANDERSON, 
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COMMITTEE Room, Austin, April 23, 1878. 
"To Hon. fL B. Pickett, President of the Senate, and 

Hon. M. D. K. Toylor, Speaker of House of Nepre- 

sentatives : 

It would be perhaps sufficient for the minority of the 
‘Special Joint Committee of Investigation to say that from 
the moment the majority of your committee decided to 
take all evidence against the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in secret and ex parte, they hardly deemed it 
proper or just that they should attend the committee, as 
1t seemed to have already settled upon their report by 
such action; but when the doors of the committee room 
were open to the Superintendent, and he was refused, as 
we think, an impartial investigation, when he was not 
allowed a clerk, and the rulings of the committee were 
against established rules of law, your minority remained 
away, with the exception of a few meetings, altogether. 
However, we desire to lay before the honorable Legisla- 
ture a few facts in the testimony and action of the com- 
mittee, and ask your attention thereto. We give 
appended hereto the different protests of the Superin- 
tendent of Publie Instruction, which in our opinion, 
should have been made a part of the proceedings of the 
committee, 

Regarding the evidence'Bt Mr. Strange asto Mr. Smiths 
reputation, establishes nothing. He states George W. 
Smith was known by reputation as the officer who ¢om- 


manded the Federal troops at Brenham when Brenham 


was burned. It was also well Known that Gen. Sheridan 

ersonally investigated this matter and exonerated Smith. 
Smith being an educated man, fully capable of filling the 

osition of inspector, -received that appointment. That 
Viv. Strange does not know of his own knowledge that 
Smith ever examined a school in Grimes county does not 
prove that he did not. Ifthe committee believed he had 
not, why did they not establish this fact by sending for 
And examining some of the teachers ? 
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As to W. B. Bonner having been charged with stuffing 
the ballot box in the election of Limestone and Freestone 
counties, Mr. Strange gives as a rumor; but the country 
well knows that out of a registered Republiean vote of 
about 600 the Republican candidate only received twenty- 
eight votes; so if Mr. Bonner stuffed the ballot box of 
Limestone county, of which county we are reliably in- 
formed he was registrar, he must have done so for the 
Democratic party. 

We find upon a careful perusal of the testimony noth 
ing whatever to show that the Superintendent corruptly 
or otherwise used the school money or any portion there- 
of, but on the contrary, we find he has made complete 
settlement with the Comptroller, as per statement attached 
to testimony marked No. δ]. This statement shows that 
he drew the last requisition on August 14, 1872, amount- 
ing to fifty thousand. dollars, and settled. that requisition 
in April, 1878. If the committee had any doubt as to 
what had been done with this money, why did they not 
apply to the State Treasurer, where they would have 
found that not one dollar of this amount had been drawn 
from the Treasury, exeept when paid to teachers and em- 

loyés after the Comptroller had audited their vouchers. 
"urther, if the committee believed that any of the school 
fund had been used except for their legitimate purposes, 
it was well known that all school money drawn on requi- 
sition had been deposited with Messrs. Raymond & 
Whitis, of Austin. whose evidence could have been pro- 
cured at any moment. 


The transaction of the purchase of slates seems to your 


minority committee, as far as thg, Superintendent is con- 


. cerned, a legitimate transaction. We refer to the testi- 


mony in the cross-examination of Mr. A. S. Mair, page 7; 
and it will be further seen by the testimony of Hon. Wm. 
Alexander, Attorney General and member of the Board 
of Education, as well as by testimony of Governor E. J. 
Davis, that the Attorney General recommended to the 
Board of Education the purchase of these slates, and 
called the attention of the board to this particular quarry. 
(See page 98 of the testimony.) ; 
Two hundred and thirty-five thousand dollars were 
drawn by the Superintendent on requisition, and that 
amount has been settled by him to the satisfaction of the 
secsounting officer of the State, the Comptroller. This is 
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the only money which could, according to the laws of 
our State, pass through the Superintendent s hands, and 
not the millions spoken of by the majority of your com- 
mittee. 

How then can it be even intimated that he has specula- 
ted with publie funds, when there is hot one iota of evi- 
dence to sustain such a charge? 

As to the evidence of Messrs. RucWÉr and Lockett, 
where it is charged by the majority of your committee, 
that the Superintendent has shown partiality in the sala- 
ries of teachers of white and colored schools, it is not 
true; he has allowed in the county of Washington six 
teachers, teaching colored schools, old rate salary, as he 
is permitted to do by regulations of Board of Education, 
as shown in the testimony of Mr. Rucker, page 25. And 
in this matter we refer to the evidence of Rev. J. G. Lieb, 
Νο. 42, which shows that not a white person in Washing- 
ton county could have been procured to teach a. colored 
school, and itis well known throughout the State that it 
has been impossible to procure the services of Texans to 
teach colored schools at any price. Every witness of 
whom the question was asked, stated they did not know 
of any partiality having been shown by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction to teachers; also that he never 
asked, either before or after their appointment, the poli- 
tics of school directors, teachers, principals or inspectors, 
nor is it anywhere shown in the evidence that the Super- 
iendent had used his office for political purposes, but it 
is shown to the contrary whenever the question was asked. 
(See evidence of Governor Davis, page 88; Senator Baker, 
102; Colonel Morrison, "M ; Governor Flanagan, 112, and 
others.) 

As to the statement of Mr. Reed, principal of schools 
of Parker and Tarrant counties. Ae must have known, 
that the law gave supervisors the power to appoint and 
remove school directors; so his complaints, if any were 
made, should have been to that officer, but in examinin 
ihe list of witnesses whom the Superintendent requeste 
to have summoned, and to which list he was required by 
the committee to make oath as to what he expected to 
prove by them, we find that he requested the summons of 
Hon. A. B. Norton, of Dallas, for the purpose of proving 
the character of the board of directors of Tarrant county, 
and that the statement of Mr. Reed in regard to the board. 
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was not correct; that he also requested the summons of 
Dr. Ewing and Mr. E. Hovencamp, to*prove the state- 
ments made by Mr. Reed were nor correct. 

The testimony of Mr. Maxwell, accountant of the Su- 
perintendent’s office, shows that in the examination and 
approval of about thirty thousand accounts, but five mis- 
takes had begn made in their examination—that is, five 
accounts habeen approved twice. The evidence of Mr, 
McCall shows that these errors were rectified—the Super- 
intendent’s among the rest. 

As to the evidence of Mr. Philips, regarding the pur- 
chase of teachers’ registers, ib is shown by the evidence 
of Mr. Raven (No. 45, p. 116), that the ruling and binding 
alone could be done at his establishment at one dollar and 
fifty cents apiece—this without the paper and printing’; 
while the State only paid one dollar apiece for them. It 
will aiso be seen by the evidence of Mr. Philips, that he 
asked one at the proprietors of the Galveston News ab 
what price they would furnish another department with. 
certain books ; and after ascertaining the price, did not 
notify the Superintendent. What his object could have. 
been, we cannot conjecture. . 

Before closing this report, we desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Legislature to the faet that the committee was. 
in session over two and one-half months y that during this. 
time it sat in secret and. took evidence ex parte for about 
three weeks, and gave the Superintendent—for the pur- 

ose of having his wituesses brought here and exam- 
ined—eight days: that is, they gave him from the second 
of April to the ninth of April (originally to the eighth), 
subpoenaing witnesses in theggity of Austin on the third, 
and giving him subpoenas forthe witnesses for the State 
at large on the morning of the fourth of April, after the: 
mail had left, thereby leaving him (excluding Sunday), 
four days in which to bring witnesses from long distances. 
and different parts of the State. Attention is especially 
invited to this action of the committee, and to his state- 
ment, under oath, as to what he desired to prove by his 
witnesses. The labors performed by the Superintendent- 
of Public Instruction In opening to the youth of the 
State two thousand and sixty seven free schools, employ- 
ing two thousand six hundred and twenty-five teachers, 
and plaeing into these schools over one hundred and 
twenty-seven thousand children, at an actual eost to the: 
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State of about one dollar and. forty cents per scholar per- 
month, with all expenses paid, in the: first year of the 
operation of the school law, speaks for itself. 

The testimony, in our opinion, shows that the Superin- 
tendent has performed his duty fully under the law 
which he has sworn to execute; if this law is not one the 
majority of your committee approves, it ig not his fault. 

The Superintendent had, no doubt, théPowerto make- 
political capital with his office, but no evidence has been 
(uuo. to show that he has done so, except that of 

udge Caldwell, and he speaks of street rumors ; he had 
also opportunities to speculate with sehool money, but 
no evidence has been,elicited. to show that he has done 50; 
but, on the contrary, the committee, while in secret ses- 
sion, and once afterwards (see evidence of Thomas H. 
Sharp, page 61, re-examination), did ask different wit- 
nesses questions affecting the honesty and integrity of the 
Superintendent, and werein all instances answered in his 
favor; but this evidence was not recorded, exceptin the- 
case of Sharp. 

We here call attention to the evidence of Mr. Philips 
(page 64, cross-examination) which shows that Col. 

arker was never indebted to the State. 

The Superintendent, befere approving the vouchers of 
~ Col. Pul and Col. Smith, traveling examiners, and 
Major Griffin, supervisor, while the two latter were serv- 
ing as militia officers, and the former in the United States 
revenue service, asked the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral as to the justice of their claim as school officers ; 
upon hisopinion (see page 98) their vouchers were ap- 
proved. We also refer to tho .Wkorney General's. 
evidence, on pages 97 and 98, and of Mr. Eggleston, 
Νο. H. 

We call attention to the statement of Major John Ν. 
Shatter (page 101), who swears that he did not draw pay 
as supervisor and major of militia for the same time. 
Major Welch was an employé of the Superintendent’s 
office to the twenty-first of January, 1873, which is shown 
by the testimony of Major Welch (No 38, page 110), and 
also by Hon J. P. Newcomb (No 40, page 112), and 
nothing to the contrary is shown, except that he was in 
the State Journat office before that time, which may have 
been true, but it is not shown that he did not perform his. 
services in the Superintendent’s office; he may have 
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worked atthe Jéurnal office after office hours; nothing 
is produced to show that he worked there during office 
hours. 

Theevidence of Warren Norton should not be taken into 
consideration ; he states that Mr. Ribble was supervisor of 
schools when he taught at Sherman, but the report of the 
Superintendent shows that Ribble had been discharged 
nearly a ye@r before tha time. (See testimony, page 40.) 
His entire testimony and letters attached thereto show 
that he is not reliable. 

The majority o£ your committee refer to the employ- 
ment of attorneys to represent the State in school tax 
eases. and blame the Superintendent severely for such 
action, when it is shown, οὐ page 100,. that the 
Board of Education directed the Superintendent to so 
employ an attorney and fix hissalary. This has no doubt 
been done under section five of the school aet, approved 
April 24, 1871. In justice to the Superintendent we 
desire to state, that on the first day of the meeting of the 
Senate committee, he informed the chairman, Honorable 
J. D. Sayers, that newspapers had made serious charges 
against him regarding the purchase of slate blackboards, 
furniture and school books, taking the ground that he 
was interested in their sale ; he requested the chairman 
then and afterwards to send interrogatories to the differ- 
ent houses from whom these articles were purchased, and 
ascertain whether these rumors were based on facts, but 
this was not done. The reson why this was nut done 
we cannot give, as the committee certainly should have 
sent to the fountuin head to get facets, and not receive 
Street rumors gad accept hearsay as evidence. 

The minority of your committee deem hardly worth 
noticing that portion of the report of ihe inajority of 
your committee whieh refers to the Superintendent, 
drawing traveling expenses when he had a free pass over 
the Central Railroad, which, itis well known, that in this, 
ag well as all other States, passes are given to persons by 
railroads and not to offices they may oceupy, and we 
have yet to learn that any member of the Legislature, 
holding a free pass, has ever refused to accept his mileage. 

The suspicions the majority of your committee seem to 
entertain in reference to certain purchases could, we opine, 
have been easily cleared up, if they had so desired, by 
sending interrogatories to the places of purchase. 
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In conclusion we desire to say that*the testimony, 
although taken in a great measure ez parte, fails to sus- 
tain the charges and. insinuations contained in the report 
of the majority of your committee. 
. P. W. HALL, 
For Minority of Committee. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
. STATE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, January 30, 1878. | 
Hon. Joseph D. Sayers, Chairman of Special Committee 
af Investigation : 

Sır: Having been informed thata joint committee of 
both houses of the Legislature has been appointed to in- 
vestigate the affairs of this department, and that it has 
been determined by that committee that its investigation 
should be conducted eg parte and in secret, the under- 
signed hereby respectfully represents to said committee, 
ihat while he desires a thorough investigation, he claims 
the constitutional right of being permitted to be present 
to explain accounts and vouchers; to cross-examine wit- 
nesses, should any who are unfairly adverse be adduced, 
and to offer counter-proofs. Hence he claims the rights 
which the Constitution and laws accord even to eriminals,: 
and which he is advised, appertain to all publie officers ; 
and while soliciting a public, protests against any secret 
and ex parte investigation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Signed) J. 6 DAGRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
AvsTIS, February 15, 1878. 


Hon. J. D. Sayers, Chairman Investigation Committee : 
SIR: ln answer to my request to have all the testimony 
elicited from your witnesses by your committee, reduced 
to writing, you stated that the committee would judge how . 
2A 
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much of the testimony of witnesses should go on record, 
and that I would have an opportunity to cross-examine ' 
witnesses, seems to me to be unjust. I only ask that all 
the evidefice shall go on record, and not so much as may 
oe the committee, and that the evidence be taken 

own as given by witnesses, and not at the dictation of 
the chairmagg eu permission of your committee 
to be nl e introduce a clerk, for the purpose of 
having hiuftake down all the evidence produced, but this 
you refused me. I now respectfully appeal to the com- 
mittee to grant my request of to-day, or permit me to 
have my clerk present. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. C. Dr GRESS, 
Supt. of Public Instruction. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, | 
STATE OF Texas, 
AusTIN, March 27, 1878. ( 


rs Mie de D. Sayers, Chairman Committee of Inves- 
igation : 

dn: I have the honor to hand you, enclosed, a list of 
witnesses, with their postoffice address, whom I request to 
have summoned before your Committee of Investigation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
(Signed) í J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction. 


LIST OT WITNESSES: 


His Excelleney E. J. Davis, Gov. of Texas...... Austin 


Hon. William Alexander, Atty. Gen...... s AUSTIN 
Hon. A. Bledsoe, Comptroller......... ῥόον .. Austin 
Col. EF. L. Britton, Adjt. Gen... cc. ea , Austin, 
Maj. Jno. N. Shaiter......... WN daw aed ο ewe η 
Mr. A. S. Ms S one Ser es new re QUE Austin 
Wa NW Ol ο oh Na cete aot ha ο ου... „Austin 
Alfred llorstmün e oe eeu hn (ates saca eis AUSTIN 
Hon. S. G. Newton...... (ena ce ec OAD Antonio 
Col. Harvey Mitchell..... απ. ο ο ο αν 
Hon. Thos. H. Baker (Senator)........ dex ο SEITE 
—— a F d 
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Hon. A. D. ΝΟΥΟ νο ων κενών ορ κών νο ως 70... Dallas 
Capt. C, F. Fernald. νεο ν ενω ενεν eee eee ενος Dallas 
Hon. A. J. Fountain (Senator)... . ............ Austin 
Hon. R. H. Taylor................ Bonham, Fannin Co. 
Capt. Sidney Seudder............ ...........Galveston 
Capt. H. S, Parker... ... eee eee eee . Gonzales 
Hon. J. R. Morris..... ---- ee TEE .. yee 
Col. Chas. Parker..... e e rh ae & .. @louston 
Col. J. C. Wootters........ .. e eres Crockett 
Hon. W. H. Pyle (Senator).......... tefte Austin 


Mr. Thomas Haymnie........... ....... e Lampasas 


' Hon. William Chambers...... Wallisville, Chambers Co. 


Capt. Wm. Ποαάοη.,......-...ν.νονοννος Corpus Christi 
Hon. John N. Dickson ........ 0... 0c ee eee eee Denton 
Hon. Webster Flanagan (Senator).......... ..... Austin 
Dr. T. M. Ἑπίης........... eee ων ως Fort, Worth 
Mr. M. D. McCall... oe... eee. ees .. Fort Worth 
Mr. E. Horenkams...... Met e e en .-Fort Worth 
Rev. J. G. Lieb......... ee he sce ne .. Brenham 
Dr. James MeMahon............. Lavernia, Wilson Co. 
Mr. Joseph Werner..... .........ὀὀνννννο. .....Segnin 
Mr. Alex Henderson..... TIN Seguin 
R. W. Davis............ TEE ---- ..... Goliad 
Hon. T. J. Word (Senator)....... ...... esos Austin 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
Austin, March 29, 1878. \ 


Hon. Jos. D. Seyers, Chairman Committee "of Incesti- 
gation: 

Sim; Your communication of March 27, informing me 
that the list of witnesses T submitted to you to have sum- 
moned before your committee had been submitted to 
them, and after consideration it was resolved, ‘That you 
furnish this committee a statement, under oath, of what 
you expect to prove by each one of the persons named in 
said list before further action can be had by this com- 
mittee in the -———,”? has been reecived. 

F enclose herewith the statement asked for, protesting, 
however, against this action of the committee, because it 
does not accord with the practice of the committee in re- 
gard to witnesses summoned and examined against me. 


` 
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The committee has summoned all the witnesses thus far 
examined without as much as giving me their names, 
thereby preventing any preparation on my part for cross- 
examination. Jt has also examined witnesses while in 
secret session and taken their evidence ea parte, and some 
of these witnesses are now beyond my reach. 

Very respectfully. your obedient servant, 
* J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 


Gov. E. J. Davis—I propose to prove by his Excel- 
leney, the conduct of Mr. Montieth, and that statements 
made by him in his testimony are not correct, etc.; also 
that the official conduct of the Hon. W. A. Blett, late 
supervisor, was under consideration by the Board of Ed- 
ucation when his resignation was received. 

Hon. Wm. Alexander—I propose to prove by him, re- 
garding the purchase of slate blackboards and other legal 
matters, as to the payment of one supervisor and one ex- 
aminer, who had been ealled on to perform military ser- 
vice, ete. 

Hon. A. Bledsoe—I propose to prove by him how 
State warrants against the school fund were drawn, how 
requisitions against the school fund have been drawn by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the amount so 
drawn, and whether a settlement has been made by the 
Superintendent. 

Col. F. L. Britton, Adjutant General—I propose to 
prove by him that-Major Griffin and. Colonel Smith were 
called upon by the Adjutant General to refund. certain 
moneys received by them as military officers. . 

Hon. S. G. Newton—To prove by him how the schools 
of Bexar county are eonducted, and what course the Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction has pursued in the 
approval of school accounts. 

Col. Harvey Mitehell—To prove by him the official con- 
duct of the Superintendent of Public Instruction regard- 
ing the approval of school accounts, the appointment of 
school officers, and regarding Gardner's evidence. 

Hon. Thos. H. Ba er— To prove that the statements 
made by Dr. Searcy and Mr. Price are not correct. 

Hon. A. B. Norton—To prove the character of the 
board of school directors of Tarrant county, and that 
statements made by Mr. Reed in regard to the board are 
not correct. > 
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Capt. Chas. Fernald—To prove that statements made by 
Mr. Reed regarding the qualifications of teachers, otc., 
are not correct. 

Hon. A. J. Fountain—To prove that the statements 
made by Mr. Amity are not correct. 

Hon. R. A. Taylor—The facts I desired to prove by 
him have been brought out by Mr. Sims, dc attorney, 
so I do not need him. 

Capt. Sidney Seudder— Fo prove the condition of free 
schools of Galveston county, and how complaints against 
school officers were disposed of by the Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction. : 

Capt. H. S. Parker—To prove the condition of schools 
in Gonzales county, the material composing the school 
board, and how the school fund has been expended. 

Hon. J. R. Morris—I can dispense with. 

Col. Chas. Parker— To prove everything relating to his 
vouchers as examiner and supervisor. 

Col. J. C. Wootters—To prove certain statements made 
by Hon. J. T. Smith to be incorrect. 

Hon. W. H. Pyle—To prove how the publie school 
fund has been expended in Kaufman county, and give 
the character of the school officers. 

Mr. Thomas Haynie—To show the character of the 
school direetors of his county, and how the sehool fund 
has been expended. 

Hon. Wm. Chambers—To prove how free schools have 
been eonducted in his district, and the character of school 
officers. 

Hon. N. W. Battle—To prove what action has been 
taken by the Superintendent of Public Instruction to re- 
cover school money abstracted by the sheriff of Hill 
county. 

Capt Wm. Headen—To prove the character of school 
officers of Nueces county, and how the school fund has 
been expended. 

Hon. John N. Dickson—To prove his action in case of 
Oliver, a hired teacher of Montague county, and cor- 


rect statements made by Mr. Jackson before your com- 


mittee. 

Hon. Webster Flanagan—To prove the condition of the 
public schools of Rusk county, the character of school 
officers of the first and second boards of school directors, 
and how the school fund has been expended. 


4 -ν 
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Dr. Ewing and Mr. E. Horenkamis—To prove that the 
statements made by A. S. Reed are not correct. 

Maj. Jno. N. Shafter—To prove that he did not receive 
pay twice for the same service from any source. 

A. 8. Mair—For cross-examination. 

Hon. T. J. Word—For cross-examination. 

Mr. W. RgMaxwell—To prove how the errors in ap- 
proving certafn vouchers twice were committed. 

Alfred Horstman, Esq.—To prove how school accounts 
are approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Rev. J. G.. Lieb—To provethat certain statements made 
by Mr. Rucker are incorrect. 

Maj. Stanley Weleh—To prove how his voucher for 
one hundred and fifty dollars was presented at the Comp- 
troller s office. 

Further and finally, because your examination so far 
has apparently been directed toward showing that the 
schools have been conducted ona partisan basis, favor- 
ably to the Republican party. I desire and expect to 
show by these witnesses that this is not the fact; but, on 
the contrary, a large majority of the employés and teach- 
eis were, when appointed, of opposite political sentiments 
with myself. and probably are yet. 

(Signed) J. ο. Dx GRESS, 

Supt. of Public Instruction. 
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Room or SPECIAL JOINT. COMMITTEE, ὶ 
THIRTEENTIY LEGISLATURE, 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, January 21, 1878. | 


Committee met pursuant to call, this P. M. at 7 o'clock, 
when Mr. George Monteith was introduced as a witness, 
and who, being duly sworn, testified as follows, viz. : 


lam agent of the Excelsior School Furniture Manu- 
facturing Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio. I came to Texas 
ior the purpose of selling school desks and other sup- 
plies to the several boards of directors of publie schools, 
arriving at Galveston the middle of September, 1872. 1 
had a sample desk with me of the second intermediate 
size, which I exhibited to the Board of School Directors 
of Galveston county. Mr. Scudder, à member of the 
board, upon examining my sample, thought they had 
been swindled in the desks then being set up in their 
school houses; he said they were desks the State Super- 
intendent, J. C. De Gress, got them to take, which had 
heen stored in Galveston, and were from the Western 
Publishing and School Furnishing Company, of St. 
Louis, Missouri. I examined some of these desks; they 
were of different kinds of wood, such as oak, ash, beech, 
being hard woods, and poplar, a soft wood; the work- 
manship was inferior, and the desks not such as I had 
seen from this company in other States. 

Mr. Scudder afterwards introduced me to J. C. De 
Gress, the State Superintendent, at the Exchange Hotel, 
to whom I stated my business; he stated to: me that the 
desk of the Western Publishing and School Furnishing 
Company, of St. Louis, had been adopted by the State 
Board of Education, which gave them the exclusive sup- 
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ply of the publie schools of the State, and that I could 
not do anything here, unless my desk was adopted in 
place of the aforementioned one. 

I came to Austin the last of September for that pur- 
pose. A few days after my arrival De Gress said to me, 
“ΤΕ you ean show your desk to be better than the one we 
are using and at a less price, I will recommend the board 
to adopt it." 

The sample Ihad with me being one of the smaller 
sizes, he wished me to send for the largest size. 1 accord- 
ingly ordered one from our New Orleans branch at an ex- 
pense of seventeen dollars express charges. He then 
said it was the double desk he wanted to see, and one was 
sent from Cincinnati at an expense of torty dollars. 

About the time of the arrival of thislast desk, De Gress 
told me that the Galveston board would soon have a 
meeting to order more furniture; that they preferred a 
single desk, and in that case wanted the “Excelsior.” but 
he thought they would not decide on & single desk, be- 
cause of the additional expense. then wrote to W. H. 
Griffin, President of the Galveston board, reminding him 
of my desk and its superior merits, expressing the hope 


. that in view of its merits, and being less in price, his 


board would request the purchase of tho *'Exeelsior^' 
desk; in answer to which [ received the following letter 
dated : 
* GALVESTON, October 30, 1872. 

“George Monteith, Hsq., Austin, Teras: 

“DEAR SIR: Yours of the twenty-cighth instant is at 
hand, and contents noted. j | 

“Àt a meeting of our board of school directors, held on 
the twenty-fifth ultimo, a resolution was passed asking 
Colonel De Gress to order four hundred desks for us. 
We named no particular desk. I am sorry I did not 
think of your desk at the time, for since receiving 
your letter, I have spoken to all but one member of 
the board, and they all expressed a preference for 
your desk, believing it to be as good, if not better, 
than the one we now have, and as it is cheaper, 
we would rather have it, as our expenses here are very 
heavy. If Colonel De Gress will order the Excelsior 
desk, of Cincinnati, he will confer a favor on us. <All of 
the board saw your desk, while you were here, and were 
very much pleased with it. I am truly sorry that I did 
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not think of your desk when we were ordering, for the 
board would. have unanimously asked the Superintendent 
to obtain your desk, if in his power. 

"You may tell him what I say, if it is not too late, and 
you think it will secure us the desk. 

‘Truly, yours, 
(Signed) «W. H. GRIFFIN, 
** President Board of School Directors, 
. “Galveston County." 

On the moruing of November 2, I noticed De Gress and 
a stranger, to me (whom I afterwards learned was Mr. | 
George W. Patten, of Waco), closely examining my 
desks. The afternoon of same day I showed De Gress 
Mr. Griffün's letter, after reading which be said: ‘All 
right, if you request it, and the order has not gone for- 
ward; I rather think it has, though —you can ask Bar- 
tholomew, and see. Still, your desk will have to be 
adopted before you can make sales." I asked him when 
he would have a meeting of the board. He replied that 
the annual meeting would take place January 1; but 
thought he would call a special meeting December 1. 
Knowing the facility with which he could get the other 
two members of the board together at most any time, m 
suspicions, that De Gress was trifling with me, I then felt 
were fully confirmed. Ascertaining that the order had. 
been forwarded to the W. P. & S, F. Co., some two days 
previous, I went to the Governor, ehairman of the Board. 
of Education, and showed him Mr. Griffin's letter. He 
said: ‘Tell Colonel De Gress that it is not too late to 
countermand the order, and call on me at noon, Novem- 
ber 5, and. we will see what can be done about it" I 
delivered the Governor's message to De Gress. He re- 
plied in an excited manner, ‘‘ By God! I will not coun- 
termand the order, if it has gone forward, for Governor 
Davis or anybody else.” He further said that it would 
not be just to the St. Louis house; they would want to 
know why he (De Gress) did it. I replied that it would 
be just to the Galveston board. 

The morning of November 3, I was in De Gress office, 
when he and the before-mentioned Mr. G. W. Patten were 
present. De Gress said to me, '*I will oe, to Pat- 
ten (meaning Mr. N. Patten, of Galveston), and see what 
can be done about the furniture." That evening De Gress 
told me that if the Galveston board would send Žim an 
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. official request to have the ** Excelsior" desk, he would 
give me the order. I went at once to the telegraph office, 
and sent the following dispatch : 


“Austin, November 3, 1872. 
“W, H. Griffin, Galveston : 

“De Gress says if your board will send request, he 
will order our desk, saving you three hundred dollars at 
least. 

(Signed) "GEO. MONTHEITH. - 


And on the morning of the fourth, 1 sent the following 
- dispatch : 
“AUSTIN, November 4 1872. 
SW. H. Griffin, Galveston : 
"Send request of board in to-day's mail; wanted here 
to-morrow,” 
(Signed) "GEO. MONTEITIL" 


On November 5, I received a letter from W. H. Griffin, 
stating that he could not get the board together in time 
to send request in the mail of November 4, and that the 
board felt some delicacy in making such request. 

The morning of the fourth George W. Patten left for 
Galveston with such instructions, as I confidently believe, 
would prevent the Galveston Board from making said re- 
quest, for on November 6 I received. the following letter: 


“GALVESTON, Texas, November 5, 1872. 
“Gearge Monteith, Esq., Austin, Texas: 

Sír: Iam instructed by the Board of School Direc- 
tors of this county to inform you that, officially, the 
board refuse to instruct the Superintendent as to the 
kind of desk to order for them, believing that the power 
to order furniture is solely in the hands of the Board of 
Education. 

*¢ Please show this to Colonel De Gress. 

“Very respectfully, 
(Signed) «WM. H. GRIFFIN, 
“ President B. 8. D., G. C." 


Iam, from all the circumstances, forced. to the conclu- 
sion that De Gress based his offer to give me the order on 
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the evening of November 8, upon a contingency he knew 
never would arise. 

On or about November 5, De Gress, for ihe first time, 
made several trivial objections to my desk. First, he did 
not like the inkwell; second, he objected to the manner 
in which it was braced ; third, it had no footrest. I told 
him we would supply a foot rest if desired, and also a 
different inkwell, as we had thirteen different kinds. 
Weil, he said, if we pressed our desk for adoption, he 
would notify all school furniture manufacturers in the 
country to be present and compete with us; that the 
adoption of the ‘Excelsior’ desk would be an injustice 
to the St. Louis company, as they had undoubtedly made 
preparations to ΠΣ the demand. 1 told him I did not 
think the several objections he had made againstthe desk 
was the real eause of his opposition to it, and that I 
knew more about his agreement with the St. Louis com- 
pany than he thought I did. He replied in these words: 
* By God, if that’s the course you are going to take, 1 
will throw your desk out altogether," and denied having 
üny agreement with them. 

afterwards called upon the Governor, to ascertain 
what- steps were necessary {ο enable us to make sales to 
the school boards in Texas, and asked him whether the 
Board of Education had adopted the St. Louis desk. He 
replied that he supposed the School Boards of Directors 
made their own purchases, and that the State Board of 
Education never had adopted any desk. I told him that 
De Gress had stated to me that they had adopted the 
desk of the Western Publishing and Sehool Furnishing 
Company, of St. Louis. He asked me, when De Gress 
said so; L told him, repeatedly. I also added that the 
local board of directors had not made the ο... 
that De Gress had made them all, and from this compar 
in St. Louis, of which statement he seemed inelined to 
doubt. : 

The Governor said De Gress had informed him I had 
made a serious charge against him (De Gress), and wished 
to know what evidence I had of it. I handed him a let- 
ter addressed to me from L. E. Parker, of St. Louis, a 
former stockholder of the Western Publishing and 
School Furnishing Company, which stated that a con- 
tract was made in the autumn of 1871, between the Sec- 
retary of the Western Publishing and School Furnishing 
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Company aud J. C. De Gress, for supplying furniture to 
the publie schools of Texas. The Governor, upon read- 
ing the letter, seemed. much excited, and said this Parker 
"asa conspirator with meto break down the Western 
Publishing and School Furnishing Company ; that Par- 
ker ought to go to the penitentiary, and he did not know 
but Thad. Tasked him fora return of the letter, which 
he refused. James B. Merwin is President of the West- 
ern Publishing and School Furnishing Company, at St. 


Louis, Missouri. 
l GEO. MONTIETH. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this twenty-first of 


January, 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


On motion of Representative Van Zandt the committee 
adjourned, subject to call o£ chairman. 


JOHN S. MILLS, Chairman. 
HOWARD, Clerk. 


No. 2. 


COMMITTEE ROOM, SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE, | 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, January 29, 1873. 


TESTIMONY OF A. S. MAIR. 


During the year 1871, I contracted with thé Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction to furnish him a certain 
number of slate blackboards, of which four hundred 
and six were delivered, and for which I received, at dif- 
ferent times and in different amounts, $8,275. "The origi- 
nal cost and carriage of these boards amounted. to $5434.24 
at places of delivery, to-wit, Galveston and Jefferson, _ 
Texas. 'Thatthe abstracts furnished the committee with 
my name marked on the back thereof are correct, as appear 
uponthe books of Stewart & Mair. The slates were shipped 
in different quantities, and were paid for by Reed & 
Smithin New York. The contract between the manu- 
facturers of the slates and A. S. Mair, being to receive 
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payment for the same in New York acceptances, due 
ninety days from date of shipment. 

On being further questioned the witness answered that 
he made inquiries at other slate manufactories and. ascer- 
tained the fact that they could not manufacture the slates 
of the sizes required under his instructions, and that he 
stipulated no prices other than with the parties from whom 
he purchased. Witness was restricted by the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, to purchasing the slates 
from a particular quarry, viz., Eagle Quarries," Hide- 
ville, Vermont. J was paid for the slates as they were 
delivered at Galveston and Jefferson. The time that * 
transpired in the shipment of these slates from the quarry . 
to Galveston and Jefferson did not, I think, exceed 
twenty-five days. ` 

A. S. MAIR. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this twenty-ninth of 
January, 1873. ` 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
Cross-examined by Col; De Gress. 


In the contract with reference to the slates, there was 
no understanding, either directly or indirectly, that Col. 
De Gress should have any profit therefrom. The Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction never received from me 
any profit or benefit arising from the sales of the black- 
boards. I never have shown to Col. De Gress the original 
bills of purchase of the slates, nor do I know ibat he has 
ever been advised. of their original cost. 

ANDREW J. MAIR. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


* 


¥ 


He 
* 


[Copy.] 


OFFICE Supt. PUBLIO INSTRUCTION, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, August 12, 1871. 
Mr, A. S. Mair, Awstin, Teras : 
Sm: Please furnish me with the following described 
slates from the Eagle Quarries, to be delivered in the 
State in the month of May, 1872: 
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600 3 feet 6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches, # inch thick. 
600 3 feet by 6 feet, $ inch thick. 


Respectfully, - 
ο. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 


I certify the above and foregoing to be a true, full and 
correct copy of the original. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman of Committee. 


[Copy. ] 


OFFICE SUPT. PUBLIO Lysrrrerioy, | 
STATE OF TEXAS, - 
AUSTIN, August 12, 1871. | 


Afr. A. S. Mair, Austin, Texas: x 
Sin: Please furnish me with the following «described. 
slates from the Eagle Quarries, as soon as possible: 
100 8 feet 6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches, ὁ inch thick. 
100 3 feet 6 inches by 7 feet 6 inches, $ inch thick. 
50 3 feet by 6 feet, ὁ inch thick. ` ΄ 
150 8 feet by 6 feet, ὅ inch thick. 
Very respectfully, 
J.C, Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 


* 


I certify the above and foregoing to be a true, full and 
correct copy of the original. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman of Committee. 


[Copy] 
ÁUMTIN, August 12, 1971. 


Col. J. C. De Gress, Superintendent Publie Destruction : 

DEAn Sim: 1 submit the following as a list of prices 
at which I will deliver slates (of purple slate from the 
Eagle Quarries) at Galveston, payment to be made on de- 
livery to your agent at Galveston : 

3 feet G inches long by 7 feet 6 inches, ὁ thick, 24 feet, 
$23.80. 

8 feet 6 inches long by 7 feet 6 inches, 2 thick, 24 feet. 
$225. 


αμα ---ω πιω. “ἡ -- a 
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3 feet by 6 feet, 1 thick, 18 feet, $16.30. 
3 feet by 6 feet, 3 thick, 18 fect, $17.20. 
Very respectfully, 
l Α. S. MAIR. 
I certify the above and foregoing to be a true, full and 
correct copy of the original. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman Com. 


FCopy.i 


OFFICE BUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, ] 
STATE OF TEXAS, - 
Austin, August 25, 1871. f 
Afr. ALS. Mair, Giddings, Texas: 

SIR: Let the slates be sent to the Supervisor of Educa- 
tion at Galveston, and the same at Jefferson, informing 
me when they will probably arrive at those places, so 
that I can telegraph them when to be ready to receive 
thent. 

In answer to your inquiry about payment for slates to 
be received in May, Τ have the honor to inform you that. 
they will be paid for on delivery. 

Respeetfully, 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 


I certify the above and foregoing to be: a true, full and’ 
correct copy of the original. > . 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman Com. 


iCopy. i 


AecDapx. November 11, 1871. 
Jor. J. C. Dx Gress. Β, P. τν, 
Bought of A. 5, MAIR: 
For Jefferson: 


25 slates 8 ft. 6 by 7 feet 0, ὁ in. thick a$223 80...8595 00 - 
25 slates 3 ft. 6 by 6, 2 in. thick at 825 00...,.... 625 00 
95 slates 3 ft. by 6, Ein. thick at 816 30 ......... 407 50 
25 slates 3 ft. 6 by ο. à in. thick at S17 20.... ... 480 00 
25 slates 3 ft. by 7 ft. 0, 7 in. thiek at 325 00..... 625 00 


$82,682 50 
Delivered at Galveston. 
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[Copy.] ` 


.McDapz, November 15, 1871. 


Cor. J. C. DE Gress, S. P. I, 
Bought of A. S. Marr: 
For Galveston: 


Exchange Bank, ΤΝ care C. W. Hurley 
. &Co 


21 slates 8 feet by 6 feet, 3 in. thick, at $16 30....8842 30 
50 slates 8 feet by 6 feet, 2 in. thaek, at $17 20.... 860 20 


$1,202 30 
I Copy.] 


` MeDapz, December 18, 1871. 
Cor. J. C. De Gress, S. P. I, 
Bought of A. S. Marr: 
75 slates 8 ft. 6 in. by 7 ft. 6 in., thick, at 828.80 81,785 00 
50 slates 8 ft. Gin. by 7 ft. 6in., thick, at $25.00 1,250 00 


4 slates 8 fl. by 6 ft., 4 thick, at $16.30 ...... 65 20 
75 slates 8 ft. by 6 ft., 2 thick, at 817.20 ....... 1,290 00 
$4,390 20 

RECAPITULATION. 
Invoice, November 11, 1871 ............. 00... $2,682 50 
Invoice, November 15, 18ΤΙ .............οννιν. 1,202 90 
. «invoice, December 18. 1871 .................. 4,390 20 


$8,275 00 


Abstract of cost of Slates furnished to Colonel J. C. De 
Gress, Superintendent Publio Instruction: 


Invoice October 20. 1871............. S980 44 
IN] 9 eases, 21 slates, to Galveston, 
freight and charges to New York... 50 05 


[Dj 29 cases, 75 slates, to Jefferson, = 

via New Orleans, freight and charges 
to New ΟγόβΏδ................... 109 50 
Freight and charges to Jefferson ..... 190 50 
: ' $1,980 49 


t 
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Brought forward............... νε ων $1,330 49 
nvoice October 28, 1871............. $1,017 45 
M] 25 cases, 75 slates, to Galveston, 
freight and chargesfrom New York. 48 88 
D] 16 cases, 25 slates, to Jefferson via 
New Orleans, freight and charges 
from New York to New Orleans 
252.05, freight and charges from New 


Orleans to Jefferson $42.50....... 94 55 
εκανα. "i559 
nvoice November 28, 9871.......... $1,174 96 
M] 27 cases, [D] 24 cases, 105 slates, 
all to Galveston, freight and charges 
to Galveston from New York to New 
δώ ο. a a οσο 109 55 
Treight and charges to Galveston, ex. 
SA COCK ανα s meos TR à 48 87 
i ----------- 1,888 88 
[invoice January 8, 1δ78............. $1,485 89 
M] 70 cases, 105 slates, freight and 
charges ex. Florence to Galveston.. 124 80 
.1,500 68 
Total cost delivered........ sri beste bote iN $5,880 44 
Exehange on New York, 1 percent............ 58 80 
$5,494 24 
< Νας Bi 


TESTIMONY OF H. B. AMITY, OF EL PASO. 


I was a school teacher and United States Commissioner 
at El Paso, Texas, from September 25, 1871, up to No- 
vember 29, of same year. On the nineteenth of November, 
1871, Senator Fountain sent for me, and told me that he 
had been informed by his friend, Marshal Ῥατποῖ. that 
indictments had been found against him in the Federal 
Court, and that the Marshal had sent him some blank 
bonds to execute. Mr. Fountain requested me, as United 
States Commissioner, to approve the blank bonds, whi 
I refused to do. He then told me that if I did not 
should suffer the consequences. Mr. Charles Kerber, 

BA ‘ 


5 


rat 

^am aem cy ^ 
` 
« 
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Acting Supervisor under Mr. Fountain, came to me the 
next morning and told me that I had better go and see 
Mr. Fountain, which I refused to do. He then told me 
that if I did not I would lose my pay as school teacher, 
and my school also. 'i did not I was discharged on 
the eleventh of December following as public sehool 
teacher, by Mr. Kerber. I have never received any pay 
for my services as teacher, though I made my monthly 
returns, and also applied to Colonel De Gress for pay. 
I called in April, 1872, at Colonel De Gress’ office in Aus- 
tin, and proceeded. to tell him of the above facts, when he 
cae to hear me, and commanded me to go out of his 
office. j 

The original of the copy of certificate hereto attached 
was given me by J. C. De. Gress. [Witness produced 
original to the committee.] There was no complaint of 
meas a school teacher until I refused to approve Mr. 
Fountain s blank bonds, which were notsigned when pre- 
sented to me for my approval. I never was examined by 
A. J. Fountain and 8. b. Newcomb, or by any other per- 
son, as to my qualifications for teaching. The certificate 
hereinbefore referred to, a copy of which is hereto at- 
tached, was handed. me by Mr. C. Kerber, without an 
examination. Mr. Newcomb was at that time District 
Judge and Mr. Fountain State Senator. The letter and 
endorsement thereon, hereto attached and marked B, isa 
copy of original. [Produced before committee. | 

H. B. AMITY. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this thirty-first of 


January, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


OFFICE SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, ὶ 
STATE OF Texas, 
AUSTIN, Texas, October 2, 1871. | 


This is to certify that H. B. Amity having filed satis- 
factory evidence in the office of the Supervisor ‘of the 
Twenty-ffth Judicial District of maintaining a good 
moral character, and having passed a satisfactory exami 
nation by A. J. Fountain and 8. B. Newcomb, examiners 
of the Twenty-fifth Judicial District, in the branches 
taught in a school of the second class, as well as in the 
aris of imparting instruction and managing a school, and 


* 


w 
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having subscribed to the oath prescribed by the rules and. 
regulations of the State of Texas, is therefore entitled to 
receive this teacher's certificate of the second class, and 
is hereby pronounced competent to teach a school in this 
State. 

This certificate is valid for the scholastic year ending 
June 30, 1872. 

fu. 8. | J. C. De GRESS, 
Superintendent of Publie Instruction. 


B. 


ος 


YsLETA, Texas, December 11, 1871. 


Charles Kerber, Eisq., Supervisor of the "wentg- Fifth 

School District: 

Sin: Will you be kind enough to inform me whether 
or not I am to resume my duties as a teacher of the school 
at Ysleta, over which I have presided for the past three 
months. ᾿ 

You are doubtless aware that I was unavoidably de- 
tained for one week from my school on account of serious 
illness in my family ; my school, however, was attended: 
to during my absence. 

I most respectfully ask that you will inform me ofi- 
cially if my functions as a teacher are to cease, and for 
what reasons. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. AMITY. 


OFFICE OF ] 
SUPERVISOR TWENTY-FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, > 
ΧΡΡΕΤΑ, December 11. 1871. | 


On the monthly teachers’ report from November, 1871, 
you are reported ‘dropped from roll for violation of 
Article 16, Title 5, Rules and Regulations for the govern- 
ment of public schools; therefore, I am unable to allow 
you io assume your duty as teacher under me until that 
charge is withdrawn by Hon. A. J. Fountain, at that time 
Acting Supervisor of this District. 

. Respeetfally. . 
CHARLES KERBER, 
Supervisor Twenty-fifth Judicial District. 
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AUSTIN, Texas, October 1, 1872. 
Col. J. C. De Gress, Superintendent Public Schools : 
Sır: Abouta year ago I received from your office a 
teacher's certificate, of which the following is a copy. 


On the twenty-first day of September, 1871, T was placed. 
in charge of a school at Ysleta, El Paso county, which 
school [ taught to the best of my ability and believe to 
the satisfaction of all parties, till the eighteenth day of 
November, for which service I received no pay. 

As Tam informed that complaints faye been made at 
your office about my manner of conducting my school, 
or about the circumstances of leaving it, I respectfully 
ask leave to make the following statement: On the 
eighteenth of November, learning that my children were 
dangerously ill atmy home at El Paso (thirteen miles 
from Ysleta), I went to that place to see them, and find- 
ing them so iH that it would have been inhuman for me 
to leave them, Lavailed myself of the last opportunity 
to notify the supervisor, that it would be impossible for 
me to resume my school on Monday, and to ask leave of 
absence. There being no postoffice at Ysleta, I was com- 
pelled to trust this notice to private hands. 

I was at that time, and am still, a United States Com- 
missioner, and on my arrival at El Paso, A. J. Fountain 
called me to his room and informed me that he had been 
arrested by the United States Marshal to answer indict- 
ments in the Federal Court at Austin, and requested me 
to approve a blank bond, which he presented, assuring 
me that it was “only a matter of form and that it would 
þe all right.” This was Sunday. Irefused to approve 
the bond because no one had signed it as sureties, and 
Fountain then told. me that if I did not sign it he would 
have my school taken away from me, and that I would 
get no pay, but that if I would sign it I should retain my 
school and all would be right. 

T still refused, and during that week Fountain and his 
friends made several attempts, by threats and promises, 
to induce me to approve that bond or one which I con- 
sidered equally worthless. 

On the twenty-seventh of November, I returned to my 
schoolat Ysleta and taught three days until vacation. 
Oh the eleventh of December, after vacation, I returned 
to Ysleta to resume my duties as teacher, but being in- 
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formed by Mr. Charles Kerber (who had in the same time 
assumed his duties as supervisor) that T could not do so, 
I addressed him the following note: . 
This note was returned to me with the following indorse- 
ment : i: 
X Pa ες + -x a AT 3° 
Now, Colonel, I do not claim or desire my school again, 
but I do think that I am fairly entitled to pay for the 
time I taught, and I know that there is no reason, except 
personal enmity, which causes any one in El Paso county 
f to interpose any objection to my receiving it. Tam seven 
hundred miles from home, without the means of return- 
ing to my family, who are again sick and in need of my 
attention. I hope you will give this matter your imme- 
diate attention, and, if possible, ay me the amount due; 
and, failing in this, I respectfully request that you will 
furnish me copies of whatever complaints or charges may 
have been brought against me nt your office. 
Iam willing to make affidavit to the facts stated in this 
letter. x -— 
“ery respectfully 
eB AMITY. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me as a true copy of 
the original forwarded to Colon 1 De Gress. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Νο, 4. κ - 
STATEMENT OF O. O. SEARCY, OF CALDWELL COUNTY. 


I was appointed one of the school directors for said 
county in July, 1871; was elected president of the board, 
and at once entered wpon the duties of the office. Can- 
vassed the county; caMed the people. together in the 
several school districts; urged it upon them that they 
enter heartily into the spirit of the free publie school; 
asked for and obtained the unanimous consent of all good 
citizens that they would respect and protect any teacher, 
whether his school be white or black, that I might recom- 

- mend to them, assuring them that no teacher should be 
imposed. upon them while I remained in office. 


t 


E 


88 TESTIMONY. 


The school in Lockhart was organized and condueted 
by A. B. Price and wife, and Mr. J. F. Hillyer. It was 
by far the best school we ever had in Lockhart; perfect 
harmony prevailing till Superintendent De Gress (at the 
request of Colonel Thomas H, Baker, our Senator,) 
assigned a teacher to duty in the school in Lockhart. 
This appointment the patrons of the school seriously ob- 
jected to. I opposed it because there were not scholars 
enough to entitle the school to four teachers, and I knew, 
of my own knowledge, that she was not qualified for the 
position in more ways than one. I would state, however, 
that I knew nothing against the moral character of the 
teacher assigned. 

The teacher demanded à position in the school upon 
the assignment. I refused if; and, at the request of the 
patrons of the school, I eame to Austin in behalf of their 
interests ; called on Superintendent De Gress in his office; 
stated to him the object of my mission ; presented to him 
a petition, signed by nearly all the patrons of the school, 
asking him to revoke his assignment of the said teacher 
to the schoals in Lockhart. 

The heading of the petition read, * Ze School’ Direc- 
fors," when it should have read, Sckool Director and 
petrons, This heading was an oversight or mistake of 
the writer of the petition. Superintendent De Gress 
took advantage of this heading, and denounced it (the 
petition) as a forgery, and that it bore a //e upon» 
the face of it: nor would he receive from me an explana- 
tion in regard to it. I begged of him, for the good and 
perpetuity of the schools of Caldwell county, to recon- 
sider his assignment.  7Zeefused. told him it would 
break up the public schoolin Lockhart. “Ze still refused. 
T then asked him permission to divide the school in accor- 
dance with the regulations, and that was refused. Tthen 
asked him if I were to bring him a petition, with names 
of nineteen-twentieths of the patrons attached. asking 
him to revoke .his assignment. would he do it? His 
answer was “ο, that that would be dictating to him in 
his official capacity ; that the Slaw’ gave Adm the right 
to dictate the teachers, and he would Ge damned if he 
didn’t exercise it; that the school directors had nothing 
to do in this matter but to obey his orders; that he had 
made the assignment at the request of Colonel Baker, and 
that she had to go into the school.” 


* 
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On the following Monday, Mr. W. D, Carey, the Super- 
visor of that (twenty-second) district, was on hand to put 
her in the school, and so informed me such were his in- 
tentions, under instructions from Superintendent De 
Gress ; 5ο I closed the door of the school house, and told 
the children to go home, making good my promise to the 
people that no teacher should be imposed upon them 
whom I could not recommend. 

The house in which the school was being conducted 
was the Christian Church building, of which I am one of 
the trustees, and was not rented to nor under the control 
of the State for school purposes, and was only granted to 
the State for school purposes so long as I held control of 
the school. In consequence of the action of Colonel De 
Gress, the free schools ceased to prosper, and we had no 
publie schools formbout two months, 

O. O. SEARCY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me February 4, 1878. 
J, D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. δ. 


: 
STATEMENT OF A, B. PRICE, OF LOCKHART, CALDWELL 
COUNTY. i 


Was at Austin in August, 1871; had a conversation 
with Superintendent De Gress in his office; had come from 
Missouri the month previously, July. He, De Gress, 
asked about polities in Missouri, endeavoring to glean 
from me what my views were. I told him not to go so 
far around, but to ask me plainly what he wanted to 
know, viz., what my politics were. His reply was, "that 
is what I want to know, as I want no Democrats in the 
schools.” I put my hand in my pocket to hand him my 
certificate, remarking that “that let me ont, as I was a 
Democrat. He replied, he meant Democrats who were 
opposed to the public school system. I told him “I knew 
no Democrais who were opposed to œ public school sys- 
tem.’* He replied, ‘the didn’t know how the Democrats 
of Missouri were, but he knew they were opposed to pub- 
lic free schools in Texas." 

Í was assigned to a position in the town of Bastrop, to- 
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gether with my wife. When I went there there was not 
enough scholars for one teacher, so at the request of the 
board in Bastrop county I went to Lockhart, Caldwell 
county. I was employed, as was also my wife, as teacher 
in Lockhart by Dr. O. O. Searcy, president of the board 
of trustees for the county, and a few days after received 
my appointment from Colonel De Gress (through the 
hands of Supervisor W. D. Carey) of principal of the 
Lockhart public free schools. Our school at Lockhart 
opened with about sixty students; in a few weeks the 
number increased to one hundred and fifty. I introduced 
the books adopted by the State; the change was cheer- 
fully made. 

A teacher presented. herself in the second month of the 
school, asking for a position, which I refused to grant, as 
'Ihad received no authority to admit her as a teacher 
from the State. A few days after Mr. W. D. Carey 
brought me an order from Superintendent De Gress, or- 
dering me to assign her a ο ο. (N. B.—Had she been 
assigned to a position, three teachers would have been 
crowded into one room with one hundred and seventy- 
oh students, the school haying increased to that num- 

er. 

I told him I had instructions from several of the best 
citizens of the town to send their children homé should 
she be put in asa teacher. I know nothing against this 
lady’s moral character. He replied “he had to put her 
in or lose his head.” 

Dr. Searcy, sustained by all the best citizens, closed the 
doors of the house. I wrote Superintendent De Gress a 
letter, begging and imploring him, for the sake of the poor 
of Lockhart, not to break wp the schools; he never re- 
plied. I then came to Austin and had a conference with 
him; 1 asked him if he would not withdraw his appoint- 
ment of this person; he replied ‘‘that Senator Baker had 
asked him to appoint this person and he had done so, 
and he would be God damned if he would go back on 
Baker; if he did, he (Baker) would go back on him on 
some school matters he (De Gress) had before the Senate." 
.He repeated several times during the conversation that 
(withan oath) * he wouldn't go back on a friend.” He 
was kind to me, and gave myself and wife leave of absence 
under pay until matters were settled. Our pay was not 
sedo either. I eame back; being under pay, supposed. 
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I had a right to do whatever I pleased; was tendered the 
same house, so opened school on the following Monday. 
In the evening Supervisor Carey came and expressed him- 
self highly pleased at my course. On the following 
Wednesday noon he (Carey) sent me a note, relieving my- 
self and wife from our position, and assigning us to posi- 
tions in Clinton, De Witt county, Texas. Called a meet- 
ing that night, and began a school (private). 

In September, or latter part of August, 1872, I waited 
upon Senator Baker, at his residence in Lockhart, at the 
solicitation of the oppressed citizens of that town, and 
asked him to use his influence to have the same teachers 
reinstated in the schools. He positively refused to aid, 
with Mr. Hillyer as teacher. Told meif I would take 
this lady, who was recommended before by him, into the 
school, he would have me appointed, ‘‘and he felt as- 
sured, with me in the school, all would send, but a few, 
and it didn’t make any difference about them." He said 
all he had to do was to appoint whoever he pleased, and 
De Gress would do as he said; remarking ‘‘that I paid 
him a compliment in my article published in the States- 
man, under the nom de plume of ‘Veritas; I said then 
he was running the whole machine? (meaning the school 
system in Texas) I replied, ‘‘Colonel, is it not true?’ 
He replied, with a laugh, “that it was." Several propo- 
sitions were made {ο him for a reconciliation. The last 
was, that two schools Se free) should be established, 
the one to be under the control of Mr. Nash, the then 
principal, and the other under myself. Mr. Baker re- 

lied “ITI opened the same day as the other school (un- 

er Mr. Nash and the lady whose claims he was advo- 
cating), I would get all the scholars, and this lady must 
have a place.” Ithen agreed to postpone my school for 
two days, until the others should get theirs started. On 
Wednesday morning I went to see Colonel Baker, and 
asked him for his final answer. He replied that ‘‘the 
Democrats had opposed the school law : that every mem- 
ber of the Senate and House had voted against 15; that 
they had opposed the collection of the school tax, had 
opposed him and Colonel De Gress; that the schools did 
not belong to the Democrats, that they had no right in 
them, and that he would be damned if they shozld have 


us d 
bade him good day and walked out. 


Ἐν 
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1 would siate I have been engaged most of my time 
since manhood in the public free schools. Have taught 
in lineis and Missouri, and traveled as a county super- 
intendent in Missouri and I have never met a people 
more strongly in favor of public free schools or who 
were working more nobly ior peace and harmony in 
the schools than were the people of Lockhart, Caldwell 
county. 

lam now teaching a private school at Lockhart, Cald- 
well county, Texas, and have eighty students in attend- 


ance. 
A. B. PRICE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me February 4, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


—À 


" Ko. 6. 
STATEMENT OF OSCAR STARREE, 


l am a resident citizen of Guadalupe county. I was 
resident of the board of school directors of that county 
trom the latter part of 1871 to about April, 1872, and was 
removed from the board of directors by the supervisor of 
that distriet because I would not order the teachers iu 
that county to be paid out of the fund created by the one 
er cent, tax levied in that county until the fund due 
3uadalupe county from the State had been exhausted, 
there being an amount still due that county from the 
State treasury at the time of my refusal above stated. 
Pes action of the Supervisor was approved by Colonel De 
ΠΤΘΞΞ. 

While I was a member of the board of school directors 
of Guadalupe county, I applied to Colonel De Gress and 
the Governor for permission to expend some of themoney 
collected in that county for school purposes—that is, the 
one per cent. tax—in building school houses, which they 
{the Governor and Colonel De Gress) refused to allow, the 
Governor remarking that we could teach our children 
ander the shade trees. 

There have been no school houses built out of the one 


TESTIMONY. 48 
per cent. fund in Guadalupe county, except about ($200) 
two hundred dollars expended in fitting up one building. 

| O. STARRKE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this sixth day of 


February, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. | 
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TESTIMONY OF C. W. GARDNER, 


in July or August, 1871, Twas a member of the Board 
of School Directors of Brazos county, when Col. De Gress 
cameto my house in Bryan and told me, in a conversation 
between us relative to building school houses, that there 
would have to be a great many school houses built, and 


_ that he wanted me to contract for building them in Brazos 


county. He also told me that whatever contracts I 
wanted him to approve to inform him by writing on a 
separate slip of paper, to be enclosed with the contract, 
the word “good, or something to that effect. The im- 
pression made upon my. mind by Colonel De Gress was 
that there wasmoncy to bemade in the taking ofthe con- 
tracts. 1 repeated his conversation soon after to Frank 
Moore, District Clerk of Brazos county, and we both 
came to the conclusion that Colonel De Gress was acting 
very foolish in making such à proposition to a mere ac- 
quaintance. Iwasa member of the Twelfth Legislature 
wit that time. 

. The question being asked Mr. Gardner whether he did 
not think that Colonel De Gress used. his office for politi- 
eal purposes, answered that he did. A certain party who 
was an applicant for the office of Inspector of the State 
Penitentiary owned and wore a valuable diamond ring, 
worth five hundred or six hundred dollars, and that wit- 
ness saw the samering afterwards worn bya member of 
‘Colonel De Gress’ family. That Colonel De Gress actively 
exerted himself in behalf of the applicant, as he under- 
stood, and that said applicant obtained the said appoint- . 
ment of Inspector. I ama Republican in polities, and 
was elected as such te the Twelfth Legislature. Up jež 
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the first day of November, 1872, between nine thousand 
and eleven thousand dollars of the one per cent. tax 
had been eollected in Brazos county, and that only 
four hundred or five hundred dollars were expended in 
building school houses, while the remainder was expended. 
in paying teachers, purchasing furniture for school houses. 
and paying rents, the furniture being made there, except 
blackboards and charts. Witness states that it would 
have been hisduty to haveinformed Colonel De Gress 
whether the contract was good or not without being 
specially requested by Colonel De Gress so to do, although 
not required by the regulations. My understanding rela- 
tive to these contracts was that they were made by the 
board of school directors, subject to the approval or dis- 
approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
: C. W. GARDNER. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this eighth day of 
February, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman Committee. 


Cross-examined by Col. De Gress, March 11, 1878. 


is I have stated, the conversation between us made 
that impression on my mind, though you may not havre- 
so intended it, Ve had a conversation also about leas- 
ing school houses ; I do not know whether it was that day 
or some other time. I think the conversation about 
building and leasing school houses might have taken 
place at the same lime. We have never had any other 
conversation in regard to building school houses. 

I have had no conversation or transaction, official or 
otherwise, with Col. De Gress since then, which would go 
to show that the opinion formed was correct. . 

I donot know that Col. De Gress has shown any par- 
tiality to any teacher or school officer in Brazos county. 
Col. Mitchell and I went security for the lease of certain 
school houses in Brazos couuty, because the parties who: 
owned them would not lease them tothe State without 
such security. 

1 based my opinion that Col. De Gress had improperly 
used his official influence for a certain party, for the rea- 
son that I saw a member of Col. De Gress’ family wear-- 
ing the ring belonging to that party soon after his ap- 
pointment. I was an applicant for the same position. 

C. W. GARDNER. 


e ) 
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No. 8. 
TESTIMONY OF REV. L. P. RUCKER. 


Iresidein Washington county, and wasa member of 
the Board of Directors of said county from July, 1871, to 
July, 1872. lresigned in the latter part of January, 1872. 
I refused to levy the seven-eighths tax for school pur- 
poses, myself and the other members of the board, after 
an investigation into the wants of the’ county, thinking 
ihat the three-eighths, with the one-eighth levied under 
the State law, would be sufficient for the scholastic year 
beginning September, 1871, and ending August, 1872. 
After a further examination the board came to the con- 
-clusion that there would have to be about sixty (60) school 
houses built or purchased in the county, and that they 
would cost an average of one thousand dollars apiece, 
and that it would be necessary to levy the seven-eighths 
tax. We accordingly levied that amount under the im- 
o that we could not levy again. I think that at 

east forty thousand dollars of the sehool tax have been 
p by tbe citizens of Washington county. No school 

ouses have been built and no rent has been paid for 
those used, that [am aware of. All the tax has been 
consumed insthe payment of teachers. 

The schools in that county were opened in September, 
1871 (a large number of them), most of them white schools, 
and but few colored schools were opened in September. 
At my suggestion the Supervisor permitted the white peo- 

le of each neighborhood to select their own teacher, and 

e assigned the teachers recommended after standing the 
necessary examination and receiving the teacher's certifi- 
eate. The colored schools were started mostly in October, 
1871, and the teachers assigned to them were mostly from 
the North—many from Ohio. 

The schools continued under these teachers until Janu- 
ary and February, 1872. From thatdate the teachers of 
the white schools commenced withdrawing, whilst the 
teachers of the colored schools mostly continued to the 
end of the scholastic year. In November, 1871, there 
were reported by the do fifty-six teachers in the 
county. The teachers of the white schools withdrew be- 
cause of uncertainty in getting their pay, and because of 
partiality evinced for the teachers of the colored schools 
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as to the amount of salary. There was mno paitiality 
among the teachers at the time of payment. I dis- 
approved, as president of the board, some of the 
accounts of the teachers of the colored.schools, reducing 
them to fifty dollars per month, but the Superintendent 
of Public instruction nevertheless allowed them seventy- 
five dollars per month. The memorandum hereto attached. 
with my name across the back thereof is a correct state- 
ment. I SU the majority of the accounts. Some 
colored teachers were examined and received their certifi- 
cates as teachers, and were assigned to schools; two of" 
them were dismissed to make room for otheis that were 
imported. The colored teachers that were dismissed were 
qualified as primary teachers. They were qualified to 
teach the schools to which they were assigned. They re- 
ceived their certificates from the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The colored schools were not open until the- 
teachers from the North were arriving, and I cannot there- 
fore say whether any of the white citizens of Washington. 
county could have been been induced to have taught 
them, because the opportunity was not offered them in. 
consequence of the arrival of the teachers named. The 
Superintendent of Public Instruction was in Washington 
county during the year 1871. The Reverend Mr. J. G. 
Lieb, was at that time our Supervisor, and: is now In- 
spector of schools fot our county. There were two of 
these teachers in Washington county during the months- 
of September and October, 1871, receiving ninety dollars 
per month; one teacher, Washburn, had a sehool of col- 
ored children, ranging from one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred scholars, and was allowed ninety dollars for the 
month of December, though Y reduced it to seventy-five 
dollars: he said that the Superintendent allowed him 
ninety dollars because of his large school. He was as- 
sisted by three other teachers, all of whom taught in the 
same room the elementary branches, in the town of Bren- 
ham. Ido not know how much he received per month 
after December, for the reason that J resigned in the 
month of January. Νο blackboards or other school fur- 
niture nor books have been furnished in Washington 
county to the public schools, to my knowledge. The- 
county has never been subdivided into school districts. 
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Cross-eramined by Col. De Gress. 


The instructions regarding the levying of the seven- 
eighths tax came under the sanction of the Board of Edu- 
cation, signed by the entire Board of Education. Tatthe 
same time received a communication from the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction urging me to check the 
Board of Directors in their proceedings to levy one-half 
of seven-eighths instead of the entire amount. At the same 
time I was a member of the Board of Directors, I was. 
also a teacher, and the Superintendent informed me that 
1 could not hold both positions. ς 

The one-half per cent. was levied in July, 1871; it was 
raised to seven-eighths some time in August same year. J 
received as pay as public school teacher seventy-five dol- 
lars for September, ninety dollars for October, and seven- 
ty-five dollars for November, December and January, 
per month, holding a first class teachers’ certifieate, and. 
teaching a school graded by the Superintendent as second. 
elass. I received no pay as member of the Board of Di- 
rectors. My school ranged from fifty to eighty scholars. 
I taught the higher branches. I was not an imported 
teacher; have not been out of the State since 1837. I 
have been teaching most of that time. Twas absent from 
my school as a teacher, from first to last, about a month. 
my place, however, being supplied by my son, who had 
been a student in the University of the South, and was 
fully competent, and had been examined and recom- 
mended by the Supervisor, who had assigned him to 
another sehool which had ποῦ been opened. 

My certificate as President of Board of Directors upon 
teachers’ accounts was of the following form : 

The foregoing account is correct and just." 

The names of two teachers of colored schools at Bren- 
ham who were dismissed were Rey. Alford Parker and 
Rev. Mr. Neeley; they were colored men. They were 
dismissed by the Supervisor. The Supervisor supplied 
their places with other teachers. Teachers’ certificates 
were issued wpon the recommendation of the Supervisors. 
The regulations of the Board of Education prescribe the 
pay of teachers, but they were sometimes violated in the 
actual payment. 

_By one of the rules of the Board of Education the Su- 


perintendent of Public Instruction. is authorizrd to in- 


-rem ~ 
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crease the salaries of teachers in special instances. I was 
in. actual service as director for forty-six days, and sent 
my account to the Superintendent for approval at four 
dollars per day, which was returned to me-not approved. 
1 afterwards presented the account, under advice received 
from the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion upon the opinion of the Attorney General, to the 
County Court for approval and payment. The nature of 
those services was, ‘hat I rode about the country assem- 
bling the people in the various neighborhoods, getting 
them to agree among themselves to carry out the inten- 
tion of the public free schools. I paid my own oe 
L. P. RUCKER. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me this thirteenth day 


of February, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


+ 
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Copy of Report of Publie Free Schools for November, 1871. 


1 1 
NY. From whence i | 
Names. they came. Class. Color. Salary. 
L.P.Rucker.... .} Texas, w. .:..| Second | White. . $75 00 
Betty Cmter.. .. SC DNUS Third. εἰ... ἄο. .. 50 00 
C. W. Washburn. Imported, w.. -| Second | Black. ..|75 to 90 00 
Amelia Rockfellow..j....do. pe .: «-Ι. .do...1. ..do.. 75 00 
Nelly Glanville . αδεια να Third ..;., ..do, 90 00 
p eio | .. do. ....:. Tus .do.. 75 00 
. H. Champney ...]Ι.. ο ο . -f Thir .S00.. . 

dJ. F. Winkleman., ...] German, w.. ..| «ἆο...| White... 5 τ 
WwW. 7. Copeland .,.. Texas, w. . -- pado.. | ...do.. . 50 00 
Ww. S. Hobart . Imported, w ...| Second | Black . | πὸ 00 
E. E. Smith. ......l. .do......-- |'Third.|....do... !  — δῦ 00 
F. A. M. Shaw.. . | Texas, w...- -- 1...do...| White | 50 00 
Ben. Tarver... ....].... δινω 29 ο ο aa 30 00 
wW. C baee: 3 do i E do. 50 00 

wis Polk ......].... lo B ..do. 9 
J. A. Patton.. s celos do ο... ‘Second | ...do... Το 00 
Thos, W. Neil.. ... . do. --ᾱ Third.) -.do .. 50 00 
R. J. Moore Texas, €... (edo. | Black. .| 50 00 
Wm. E. Denham. . | England. Σπ. | “5 00 
Wm, 31, Gulledge ..| Texas, W (m rM AM LE ΠΤ 
., Span... le. s (δι, ον πο ας 50 00 
Lizzie F. Perkins . τ Imported, w ... Second) Black . Ἴ < 19:99 
J. H. Johnson .. . | Texas, ο. ντ Fourth |. . do. .. 35 00 
M. N. Hall... Imported, w --} Second | ...do.... 15 00 
Rha. Wunderlüek. |... do ..- | Τηϊτᾶ..Ι. .do.... 50 00 
Thos. Feus. Texas, Woet .do...| White ...| 80 00 
Geo. Wiggzell . | England. V -- 1 Fourth | Black . . | 33 00 
Chas. B. Watt... | N. Carolina, W -| Third... White. | —— 50 00 
W. S. Winters .. | Imported. W- e pase. Black τη 45 00 
2 i νο L| German, we 7] nine Mec «| 73 00 
J. H. Bowers....... Texas, στ.:»'' να, 30 00 
A τ. io όσα | German, W | oe nose | 2 00 
TRE ....... i ex do um κα ate " «» -i Ü 060 
Sallie Whittaker . a Texas, τν. νο | pode - flo... | δ0 00 
Mm. Bhore.. ..... Μο England, W -' να σὺ 00 
IW Adams... | Texas, Ww. -'' |- ap de do. - 30 00 
C. B. Eldridge.. . |... -do pee rede ed. ... do η 50 00 
W. Pfeueg. . .. | German, We’ ΠΝ [ο Sii oe 
W. D. Hughes . . | Texas, w νη "ἢ 50 00 
J. N. Harris 22. |... -ἆο ΗΝ Iona. igo um 30 00 
H. N. Johnson......]. .. dO up ett Fourth | Black. . ‘| 25 DU 
P [n ane ΠΠ Imported. ΠΝ“ Ec pU z A 
Jenny Glanville...) ...do «τη ici P RE 
Sally C. Mays... ... Texas, μμ "| thie. oe . Mas 
ον Tanning . An England, w erie White E on 
Berlin........ -Texas RU 
J. C. ο. NS c - d e edid Foch pees: aT 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true exhibit of the report of the public 
free schools in Washington countyjfor the month of November, 1871, 
referred to in my testimony. 

L. P. RUCKER. 


NO. 9. 


YESTIMONY OF B, A. STRANGE. 


I reside at Navasota. Tama merchant and banker, 
doing business in that place, and am a member of the 
Board of School Directors of Grimes county. I was ap- 
pointed on said board in September last and am still 
holding said position. Iam treasurer of the school board 
also. [ have received $4,724.68, and disbursed 85,826.96. 
J. D. Porter was my predecessor as treasurer; he re- 
ceived about $370. No school houses have been built or 
yurchased in Grimes county. The amount of school tax 
evied is about $15,000, that being one-half of the one 
per cent. tax levied by the board, together with the one- 
eighth levied by the State. About $500 has been ex. 
pended as rent Joi school houses since my connection 
with the board. No slate blaekboards furnished in the 
county that J know of. There are about twenty-four 
publie free schools in the county. Tn April or May, 1871, 
George W. Smith, known as Brenham-burner Smith, and 
known by reputation as the officer who commanded the 
Federal troops at the time Brenham was burned, came to 
Navasota as Inspeetor of Schools for Grimes county, and 
continued as Inspector up to the fifteenth of July, 1872. 
He drew pay up to the time he left, I think, at the rate 
of S150 per month. After nominations were made for 
offices in tlie Republican party he left the county. 

E. W. Thayer, teacher in one of the eolored free 
schools, was charged. with neglecting his duties as teacher 
by attending political matters in the interest of certain 
parties. lt was the general complaint throughout his sec- 
tion of the county that Mr. Thayer left a girl who was a 
pupil in his school in charge of the school whilst he was 
Qut, as above stated, engaged in polities. I know that I 
paid several vouchers in her favor, approved by the Su- 
périntendent of Publie Instruction, for pay as teacher. 

I do not know that Geo. W. Smith ever examined a 
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school at the county of Grimes, of my own knowledge. 

Geo. W. Smith told me that he was postmaster of Cor- 
sicana at the same time that he was Inspector of schools 
of Grimes county, and about that time he deposited with 
me six hundred dollars’ worth of postage stamps, upon 
which he procured from me an advance in money. 

While W. B. Bonner was acting as inspector of schools 
he was charged with having committed some frauds in 
the eleetion in Limestone and Freestone counties—that 
is, that he stuffed the ballot boxes. He was the suceessor 
of Geo. W. Smith. 


Cross-ciam ined by Col. De Gress, 


1 disbursed more money than I received, in order to ae- 
eommodate teachers, Dr. W. V. Milla, a brother of a 
member of the House, was the predecessor of Geo. W. 
smith. Mr. Thayer was discharged from his position as 
teacher because of drunkenness, so I have understood, 
by Col. De Gress. Susan Beek was Thayer's assistant 
teacher, Her youchers were approved by one of the 
Board of School Directors of Grimes county before ] 
wid them. Ido not know of my own knowledge that 
i Bonner stuffed the ballot box. 


Re-eremined by Committee. 


Before I was treasurer I bought teachers’ claims to the 
amount of $2000 or $2200, at a discount, and paid those 
claims out of the funds which came into my hands as 
treasurer, A portion of the elaims which have heen paid 
by me, as treasurer, were paid to teachers, and the hal- 
ance by me purchased at a discount, before I was treas- 
wen und also received on account from merchants, 
can't state how long Mr. Thayer served as teacher before 
he was discharged, Mr. Thayer's assistant, Susan Beck, 
was colored, 


Bu etin ined by Cot, De Gress. 


& 
Twas prohibited by the Superintendent of Education 
from speculating in school vouchers and accounts whiles 
L was treasurer. Major Smith was discharged by Colonel 
De Gress as inspector about the middle of July, 1872. 
B. A. STRANGE. 


~ 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fifteenth day 


of February, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. 10. 


STATEMENT OF THOS. J. LOCKETT. 
4 

I reside in Washington county. I served as Treasurer 
of the School Board of Washington county from about 
the first of February, 1871, to January, 1872. $18,076.84 
τν through my hands as treasurer. No school houses 

ave been built in the county. I expended between four 
and fire hundred dollars as rent for school houses. As 
treasurer of the board of school directors, I paid several 
teachers of colored schools at old rates, upon vouchers 
approved by the Superintendent of Education. The 
teachers were ladies from the North, as generally under- 
stood by the citizens. The words ‘old rates" were writ- 
ten upon the vouchers when they came into my posses- 
sion. The copies hereto attached, with my name across 
the back thereof, are correct copies of the originals in my 
possession, I paid out allof the money that came into 
my hands, except four or five hundred dollars, to teach- 
ers. lreserved my commissions. The teachers whom I 
paid at old rates, so far as I know from conversation with 
them, were pretty good teachers, and had large schools. 
They had some assistants, The expense of living is 
higher in Brenham than inthe country; but such was not 
the case, in my opinion, in Chappel Hil. I paid no 
teacher who taught a white school over $75.00 (seventy- 
five dollars) per month. I paid six teachers of colored 
schools ninety (90) dollars per month, after the new rate 
of pay was established, who were assigned to second- 
class pay. These teachers were paid for services ren- 
dered after the first day of December, 1871. The teachers 
who received ninety (90) dollars per month were reputed 
to have come from the North. 


Cross-examined by Col. De Gress. 


Washburn taught in Brenham; Rockfellow taught in 
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Brenham; Misses Champney and Mahoney also taught in 
Brenham. 

R. C. Glenville and Nellie Glenville taught at Chappel 
Hill. Board ranged in Brenham from fifteen to twenty 
dollars per month; board in the country from ten to twelve 
dollars per month. My impression was that the schools 
of these teachers were large. The directors certified to 
the accounts of teachers before they were sent to the Su- 
perintendent of Public Iustruction for his approval. Τό 
would have been a difficult Inatter to have gotten enough 
of white residents of W'ashington county to teach the 
colored schools at ninety dollars per month; all that ap- 
plied were engaged. The board were directed in August, 
1872, to select sites and build school houses, bui did not 
build them beeause there was no money on hand thai we 
could sare. In February, 1872, I received the first 
school funds—one thousand (81,000) dollars. I received 
the balance in installments running to December 31. 


fie-examined by Committee. 


There were three colored schools in Brenham part of the 
time, and two all of the while. The teachers named in 
the eross-examination were enrployed. There were six 
(6) teachers sometimes employed in the town of Brenham. 
lam no Democrat, I voted for Jack Hamilton for Gov- 
ernor but did not vote for Clark or Giddings, and voted 
for Grant and Peter Diller and Wilder. Had I received 
no instructions from the Board of Edueation, I shonld 
have used the one per cent. school fund for the payment 
of the teachers. 


" Re-cross-ezamimued by Col. De Gress. 


The Superintendent of Public Instraction never asked 
meas to my politics when I was appointed Director, nor 


since, 
. T. J. LOCKETT. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this eighteenth day 
of February, A. D. 1878. * 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman Com. , 
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" _[Copy.] 
(OLD RATES.) 
THE STATE oF TEXAS, 


* 
To S. H. CHAMPNEY, Dn. 
April 11. 1872—For services rendered as teacher of 
i publie free school, assigned to second class 
“pay, at Brenham, Washington county, Texas, 
- from the first day of January, 1872, to the thir- 
ty-first day of January, 1872, both days inclu- 
sive, being thirty days, at ninety dollars per 
πον codd eta eu ut ο ο recu Ars $90 00 
I hereby certify that I wasactually employed as teacher 
in the First School District, Washington county, First Ed- 
ucational District, during the time above specified. 


(Signed) S. H. CHAMPNEY, "Weacher. 
I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
(Signed) N. W. BUSH, 


President Board School Directors, First School District, . 
Washington county. 
Approved for ninety dollars, payable by the Treasurer 
of the Board of School Directors of Washington county, 
out of proceeds of tax levied under section five of the 
school law of April 24, 1871. 
(Signed) J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas, 
Received at Austin, Texas, on the .... . day of...... 
187 . of Hon. J. €. De Gress, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, the sum of........ . dollars and......cents, 
in full of the above account. 
(Signed) S. H. CHAMPNEY, Teacher. 


* [C opy. ] ¥ 
(OLD RATES.) 


THE STATE or TEXAS, 

To Miss Saran Manonny. Dr. 

February 29, 1872—For services rendered as teacher 

of a public free school, assigned to second class 

ay, at Brenham, Washington county, Texas, 

rom the firsigday of February, 1872, to the twen- 

ty-ninth day of February, 1872, both days inclu- 

sive. being twenty-six days oe as having 
lost four days), at ninety dollars per month....$78 00 
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Thereby certify that I was actually employed as teacher 
in the First School District, Washington county, First 
Educational District, during the time above specified. 


(Signed) SARAH MAHONEY, Teacher. 

l hereby certify that the above account is correct and 
just. 

(Signed) N. W. BUSH, 


President Board School Directors, First School District, 
Washington county. . 
Approved for ER dollars, payable by the 

treasurer of the board of school directors of Washington 

,couuty. out of proceeds of tax levied under section five of 

the school law, April 24, 1871. 

(Signed) J. C. Dre GRESS, 


Instruction, the sum of ........ dollars and .. ,.. cents, 
in full of the above account. 
(Signed) SARAH MAHONEY. Teacher. 
No. 11. 


STATEMENT OF A. 5. REED. 


Iresidein Weatherford, Parker county. 1 was princi- 
al of public free schools of Tarrant and Parker counties. 
rom the ninth of February, 1872, to thirtieth of June, 
1872. Ireceived the sum of $125 per month. There were 
no school houses built in Parker, and none that I know 
of in Tarrant county up to the time that I ceased to bea 

rineipal. While I was acting as principal I was in- 
dome that the treasurer of the Board of School Directors 
of Tarrant county. W. B. Lorance, was lending the school 
funds in his possession out at interest for his own benefit. 
1 made inquiries as to thefact and-found it to be so. The 
sum loaned out by him was between six hundred and two 
thousand dollars. The parties from whom I gained the 
information were Judge Henricks, Dr. Wing and Senator 
Evans, of Tarrant county. I notified Superintendent 
De Gress of the fact both by letter and in person. Colonel 
De Gress did not reply to my letter. Colonel De Gress 


A LA, 
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did not remove Loranee from office. I wrote to Colonel 
De Gress about the first of April, 1872, informing him of 
the fact above stated, and informed him personally of it in 
the early part of May. Loranee was acting as treasurer 
up to the thirtieth of June, 1872, and, I think, is still 
treasurer. Lorance isa very low character, and is under- 
stood to hare been indicted in the District Court of Tar- 
rant county for hog stealing prior to his appointment as 
treasurer of the Board of School Directors. When ap- 
pointed principal, I found the Board of School Directors 
were the most worthless characters in that county, and 
recommended the removal of the entire board. The Su, 
perintendent of Public Instruction paid no attention to 
my recommendation and the members of said board con- 
tinned in offiee, and, I believe, are yet officers of said 
board. The majority of the teachers whom T Mand- em- 
ployed in Parker county were totally unfit to be teachers; 
they were very illiterate, and could not write nor spell 
correctly. The former supervisor, Judge Carter, had re- 
commended them as teachers wilbout having previously 
examined them as to their necessary qualineations. In 
the examination of applicants for certificates to teach, the 
present supervisor has m several instances exhibited a 
decided partiality, being controlled by personal consider- 
ations. There were no slate blackboards or patent desks 
or other school furniture supplied to schools in Tarrant 


county. 
a. S. REED. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me, this twenty-first 
day of February, A. D. 1873. 
- JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Cross- een ined by Col. De Gress. 


I know of no complaints thal were made against me by 
the Board of Directors of Tarrant county. T do not re- 
member that Col. De Gress ordered me, after my informa- 
tion to him concerning Loranee and teachers, to visit 
Tarrant county and examine into the matters. Can't say 
whether T informed Col. De Gress who it wasthat told me 
about Lorance@ending out the school money, Since T 
have known Afr. Loranee, which has been about a year. 
he has not been in a condition to loan from six hundred 
to two thousand dollars of his own money. This is based. 
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upon the general character of the man as gained from re- 
liable authorities in his own county. Ican't say, without 
reference to my letter book, that I informed Col. De 
Gress of the indictment against Lorance, but I did inform 
bim of the low estimation placed upon the board by the 
- citizens of Tarrant county. Col. De Gress did not, through 
me, investigate the charges made by me to him against 
the Board of Directors of Tarrant county. I don't know 
who appointed the Board of Directors of Tarrant county. 
The Treasurer is elected by the Board of Directors. So 
far as I am able to judge, the Board of Directors of Parker 
county was composed of men competent to fill the posi- 
tion. £f did not recommend the removal of any teachers 
immediately in Parker county, but wrote to the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction for more teachers, intending 
to advise te removal of the old ones as soon as the new 
ones arrived. The Superintendent removed the only one 
T recommended, for intoxication, Supervisors and prin- 
cipals had the power to examine and assign teachers. I 
am a Democrat. The Superintendent did not ask me my 
polities either before or since my appointment. The Su- 
perintendent never asked me the politics of the school di- 
rectors or teachers under me. As far as I know the Super- 
intendent has never shown any partiality to any director 
or teacher in Tarrant county. ` 
A. 8. REED. 


Sworn to and. subseribed before mo, this twenty-second 


day of February. 1873. i 
` JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. 12. 


STATEMENT OF W. M. ROBINSON, OF THE FIRM OT PUBIN- 
DON & Οὐ GALVESTON, 


My name is W. M. Robinson; I am of the firm of Rob- 
inson ἃς Co., of Galveston, Texas. This frm was ap- 
pointed depositaries by the Superintendengff Public. Tn- 
struction on the twenty-fourth of August, 1871, und as 
such received $39,104 worth of books from A. S. Barnes 
& Co., New York, D. Appleton & Όοι New York, and 
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Woodorth. Ainsworth & Co., of New York, as per ac- 
count herewith furnished the committee. 
: W. M. ROBINSON. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me, this fifth day of 
March, 1878. . 
JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Cross-exaumiaed by Col. De Giess. 


Ali sales of twenty-five dollars and over we were to al- 
low thirty per cent. discount to the purchasers, on pub- 
lished priees. On all sales under twenty five dollars our 
profits were optional with ourselves. 

W. M. ROBINSON. 

Subseribed and sworn to before me this fifth of March. 
1878. * 

J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Orrice SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, | 
STATE oF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, August 24, 1871. | 
Messrs Robinson & Co. are hereby appointed deposi- 
taries at Galveston, Texas, to receive, sell and distribute 
the school books adopted by the Board of Education of 
the State of Texas, for use in the public free schools of 
this State. 
This appointment will remain in force until revoked by 
orders from this office. 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction, State of Texas. 
A true copy. 


Orricr SUPT. PUBLIC IxsTRUCTION. 
STATE OF TEXAS, - 
AUSTIN, August 24, 1871. | 
Jessrs. Robinson & Co.  Depositaries, Galveston, 

Temas: 

GENTLEMEN: linclose herewitl.a copy of the agree- 
ment made with A. S. Barnes & Co., for the supply of 
school books. Th oue of A. > S & Co. and D. 
Appleton &gjo. wills ip to you direct. 

i Respectfully, 

"ο. ο. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 
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AUSTIN, TEXAS, Angust 10, 1871. 
i J. C. De Gress, Superintendent of Publio Instrue- 
don; 

Dear Sim; For the reason stated in the accompanying 
letter, I beg leave to submit the following proposition for 
supplying the public schools with text books, as a sub- 
stitute for the one accepted July 12, 1871. 

Messrs. A. S. Barnes & Co. guarantee that, for the 
three months ending December 1, 1871, with a further 
extension of three months, if you at that time deem it 
advisable, the books adopted of their list will be sold by 
Slocum & Thompson and Baker & Raymond, ‘of Austin ; 
W. W. Gamble of San Antonio; E. H. Cushing, of 
Houston; Stuart & Mair, of Giddings; Robinson & Co., 
of Galveston; Charles L. Martin, of Jefferson. and Geo. 
A. O’Brien, of Waco, in quantities of not less value than 
twenty-five dollars, to merchants, teachers, supervisors 
and boards of directors, at the following ptices: 


Watson's Independent First Reader.... , ....... 30 17i 
Watson's Independent Second Reader..... ...... 35 
Watson’s Independent Third Reader............. 021 
Watson's Independent Fourth Reader............ 70 
Watson's Independent Fifth Reader ............. 873 
Watsons Elementary Speller.............. .. 174 
Monteith's First Lessons in Geography........... 244 
Monteith’s Manual of Geography ................ Ti 
McNally's Complete ΠοοοσταρΏγ................-.. 1 40 
Clark’s First Lessonsin Grammar... ............. 314 
(Mark's Normal Grammar ..........0..060 serrera το 
Barnes’ History of the United States ............. i 05 
Steele's Fourteen Weeks’ Course in Philosophy... 1 05 
‘Steele’s Fourteen Weeks’ Course in Chemistry.... 1 05 
Steele's Fourteen Weeks’ Course in Astronomy... 1 05 
Steele's Fourteen Weeks’ Course in Geology..... 1 05 


Monteith's Wall Maps, 8 Nos., mounted, per set, .15 00 
Monteith’s Wall Maps, 8 Nos., sheets, per set .... 6 00 
Monteith's Outline Maps, 7 Nos., per set. ........ 7 50 
National School Τα]]θίδ..........-....-.--..--ν.. 6 00 


Messrs. A. S. Barnes & Co. further gui: thatin case 
the Superintendent of Public Instructiordeems it advis- 
able that the books be supplied at either of the towns 
designated by another merchant, in addition to those 


u 
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herein specified, they will supply such merchant with the 
books at such prices as will enable him to sell them at 
the priees eiven above. 

In conclusion, it is distinctly understood that Messrs. 
A. S. Barnes & Co. reserve the privilege of refusing to 
supply any merchant, whether his name is given in the 
above list or not, with books, in case they are ποῦ fully 
satisfied as to his ability to pay for all the books he may 
order. 
Very respecthuly your obedient servant, 

(Signed) A. H. WILKINS, 

for A. S. Barnes & Co. 

A true copy. 

D. Appleton & Co., who furnish the other books, have 
intormed me that they will agree to any terms made by 


A. & Barnes & Co. 

J. C. DE GRESS, 
[SEAL | * Supt. Pub. Instruction. 
Account of Publice School Books, Reecived froin August 


1. 187i. fo March 1, 1818, by Robinson & Co., σαέσος- 
fon. 


3,086 Watson's Spellers, at Qe... eee 83,212 


7,040 Watson's Ist Readers, at 2506.........:... 1,011 
5.804 Watson's 2d Readers, at 50e............L. 2,682 
4,558 Watson’s 8d Readers, at 756.......... ... 3,418 
3,147 Watson's 4th Readers, at 81............ . 2,447 
1,914 Watson's 5th. Readers, at 51.85..,........ 2,292 

225 Watson's 6th Readers, at $81.50........... I1 


180 Monteitl! s ist Lessons, at 896,.......7.... LAH 
2.805 Monteith's Manual Geographies, at $1.10.. 2,685 


425 MeNally s Geographies, at 32.....,..... S. 0 800 
275 Cornel s Geographies, at 81.60..... νο ων 440 
23.240 Clark's Ist Lessons, at 45e..........susue. 1,458. 
1,760 Clark's Normals, at 81............ TE 1,760 


£450 Quackenbos’ Primary Arithmeties, at 30c.. 1,385 
2,800 Quackenbos’ Mental Arithmeties, at 4d5c... 1,260 
3,990 Quackenbos’ Practieal Arithmetics, at $1.. 3,550 
825 Quaekenbos 1st Lessons in Composition, 
at OM ......... ud te lester iaa wee ead T42 
900 Quackenbos Rhetories, at 81.00...... .... τοῦ 
369 Perkins’ Elementary Algebras, at 81 52... 054 
75 Perkins’ Geometries, at 81 25.,......... vi 93 
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50 Perkins' Trigonometries, at $2.,.......... 100 
581 Steel’s Philosophies, at $1 50............. 196 
242 Steel’s Chemistries, at S1 50 ............. 363 
165 Steel’s Astronomies, at $1 560 ............. 947 
118 Steel" s Geologies, at $1 δΌ................ 177 

7 Sets Monteith’s Maps, at $20........ usas 140 

6 Sets Outlines, at $10........... ων ων ων ων ων 60 

5 Sets National Tablets, at 88............... AQ) 

296 Dozen Copy Books, at 81 80.............. 582 
2,000 United States Histories, at $1 50.......... 3,000 
889,104 


: Subjeet to forty per cent. off. 


Amount sold to March, 1878. Robinson & Co., 


Galveston. 

12,828 Watsons Spellers, at 25e. ......... REN $3,212 
7,885 Watson's First Readers, at 25¢........... 1,846 
5,148 Watson’s Second Readers, at δΌς......... 3,574 
4,418 Watson's Third Readers. at 78¢ .......... 8,318 
9.988 Watson's Fourth Readers, at $1.......... 2,983 
1,659 Watson's Fifth Readers, at $1 25......... 2.078 

174 Wajson's Sixth Readers, at $1 50 ........ 261 
3,249 Monteith’s First Lesson, at 85c........... 1.189 
2,258 Monteith’s Manual Geogr: phy, ai $1 10... 2.488 

868 MeNally's Geography, af 53.............. 726 

240 Cornell’s Geography, at $1 00............ 984. 

71 Clark’s First Lesson, at 455 .............. 1.576 
,060 Glar? s Normal, at S1....... ETE 1.660 
4,448 Quack. Primary Arithmetic, at 30c........ 1,884 
2,564 Quack. Manual Arithmetic, at 456. ....... 1.158 

8,411 Quack. Practical Arithmetic, at $1........ 8.411, 

706 Quack First Lesson, at 90e..... METTE 635 

433 Quack. Rhetoric, at 81 50................ 649 

388 Perkins' Elementary Algebra, at $1 50.... 499 

4 Perkins’ Geometry, at $1 25.............. 5 
7 Perkins Trigonometry, at $2............. 14 

475 Steers Philosophy, at $1 50,............. 718 

178 Steel's Chemistry, at $1 60....... eo 267 

181 Steele's Astronomy, at $1 δΌ......-....... 196 

76 Steele’s Geology, at $1 50.......... MEE 114 


3 Sets Monteitl? s Maps, at 590.............. 60 
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3 Sets Monteith’s Outline, at$10............ 80 
4 Sets National Tablets, at 88.............. - 89 
207 Dozen Copy Books, at81 80............ i 972 
1,810 United States History, at 81 50....... .. 2,715 
$36,488 
Balance on hand.................uuuuuu. 2,666 
" 889,104 

Νο. 18. 


TESTIMONY OF THE HON. JOHN TT. SMITH. 


I reside in Houston county, and am a member of the 
present Legislature. ς 

James C. Wootress is Treasurer of the Board of School 
Directors of Houston county. In the fall of 1872 he pur- 
chased a iot from Daniel M. Coleman, who was in debt to 
W'ootress on private account, and paid him (Coleman) 
twelve hundred and fifty dollars for the lot. This T was 
told by Coleman himself. He also purchased about the 
same time from A. T. Monroe another lot in Crockett, and 
gave, as l am informed, six hundred and fifty dollars 
therefor. Monroe was in debtto him. The Coleman lot 
was on the publie street, and about one hundred and fifty 
yards from the publie square. I advised several of the 
members of the Board of Direetors against the purch 
of the Coleman lot, on account of its publie situation an 
price They informed me that it was the order of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction to put the school as. 
near the publie square as possible. Other lots of ground 
which were more preferable and suitable for school pur- 
poses, on account of situation, could eertainly have been 
purchased at a price not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars. Some of the public teachers in Houston 
eounty are of the most scandalous character; one of 
them named Burns shot four of the school children and 
his own wife at one shot, while the school was going 
on, he having Éharge of the school, which was in ses- 
sion atthe time. ‘The persons who were shot were se- 
riously wounded. Another white man, who came to the 
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county a mere stranger, with a negro woman as his wife, 
was appointed teacher. I remonstrated against his ap- 
pointment because of his having a vagabond appearance 
and being a stranger, but without effect. He was ap- 
pointed teacher, but in a short time he stole some cloth- - 
ing and the proceeds of a bale of cotton belonging to a 
negro and Hed the country. This I was told by the 
negro who claimed thé cotton. Several of the’ teachers 
complained to me that they could not get their pay 
unless they traded at the store owned by Wootress, the 
treasurer of the school board.  W'ootress has a man, W. 
J. Foster, employed by tlie year, who has put up school: 
houses. Other mechanics who wished to compete for the 
building of the houses were not permitted to have the op- 
portunity. I heard these mechanies apply to the agent 
of Wootress for information concerning the manner and 
time in which the houses were to be built, and also the 
price to be paid, but no information was furyished them. 
The houses were miserably put up, the lumber being 
green, and the work badly done in every particular. 
JOHN T. SMITH. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fifth day of 


Mareh, A. D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


EE 


No. 14, 


* 


v TESTIMONY OF ION, T. J, WORRe 


I reside at Palestine, Anderson county : am Senator 
from the Fourth District in the present Legislature. The 
latter part of September, 1872, Col. De Gress was in the 
town of Palestine, Anderson county, and the trustees of 
the Female Tnstitute of that plaee, of which board Tam a 
members, called a meeting of the board through their 
President, the Hon. John H, Reagan, and invited Col. 
De Gress to attend the meeting, which he did. ' We had 
employed Mr. Williams as our teacher and the school 
was then going on. The inquiry was made of him (Col. 
De Gress) by the board of trustees what was the highest 
price per month he could allow us out of the public 


+ 


school fund to pay our teacher, .of the highest-class? He». 
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said one hundred and twenty dollars per month was the 
highest he could allow us. The inquiry was further 
made how many assistants he could allow us, and what 
price they could have. He said that the highest price for 
an assistant teacher was seventy-five dollars per month. 
The teacher, Mr. Williams, stated that he could not teach 
for less than a hundred and fifty dollars per month. The 
board of trustees then stated to Col. De Gress they would 
furnish the school house free of charge, and that the 
school should be put under the control of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction, and that, therefore, the 
board thought he ought to allow the one hundred and 
fifty dollars per month for the teacher. Ccl. De Gress 
said one hundred and twenty-five dollars per month was 
the highest price he could allow, The board then in- 
quired of Col. De Gress whether they conld not be 
allowed to pay the teacher the twenty-five dollars addi- 
tional and allow the school to go on as a free school, to 
which Col. De Gress replied: “Such could not be al- 
lowed, asit would derange the sehool system and have 
the effect to privilege other schools to ask the same thing, 
whieh eould not be allowed." 

Being thus unable to get any pay from the public 
school fund, the trustees then employed Mr. Williams at 
8150 per month and paid him his salary out of the private 
funds of the patrons of the school. The building is large 
enough to accommodate two hundred scholars, is well 
built, and in every respect good enough for a first-class 
academy. I have traveled from. Palestine through the 
four principal parts of the county, cast, west, north gpd ` 
south, to the cities of the adjoining counties, and" on 
these road I have seen but one new school house and 
know of but one, and that is on the road south from Pal- 
estine in the Parker neighborhood. built by the neighbors 
withoutany publie funds and used as a private school 
house for a private school and. as a ehureh house for the 
Primitive Baptists. I know of but one school house 
built out of the public school fund, and that is in the 
corporate limits of the town of Palestine and is used as à 
school house for the colored children and taught by a 
colored teacher. 10 18 also used asa meeting house for 
the colored, pr in which colored preachers preach. I 
was also told by members of the Loyal League, to-wit, 
James H. Mead, former clerk of the court, and Thomas 
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J. Frow, one of the Board of School Directors of that 
county, that that house was used by the Loyal League as 
the place for holding their meetings. In addition to this 
colored free school, there is a free school for white chil- 
dren, taught by Mrs. Phillips, the wife of Hiram B. 
Phillips, the supervisor of that county and others adjoin- 
ing toit. She is a most excellent teacher, and has a fine 
school and teaches it in her own private house, and 
whether she receives rent for it or not from the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction I do not know. There is 
another free school of the highest class, taught by the 
Rey. John Adams, some ten miles northeast from the 
town of Palestine. What price he gets I do not know, 
but he has written to me since my arrival here to the ef- 
fect that the department owes him some seven or eight 
hundred dollars, and that he cannot get any of it. There 
may be other free schools, but these are the only two that 
i know of. The school tax collected in Anderson county 
is, Dam informed, about fifteen thousand. dollars, 
T. J. WORD. 

Sworn to and subseribed before me, this sixth day of 

March, A. D. 1873. | 
J. D. SAY ERIS, Chairman. 

Tn the matter of the investigation oz Col. De Gress’ ac- 
counts, ete., I was examined before the tommittee, and 
since that time Col. De Gress has called my attention to 
the statements in relation to himself, and from letters 
whieh he showed me from Judge Reagan, President oi 

e Board of Trustees, and Mr. Williams, the teacher. I 
ain satisfied that Col, De Gress was not present at the 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Female Institute 
of Palestine, mentioned in my testimony before the com- 
mittee on the sixth of March last, and I wish to correct 
the statement made-in that testimony by here stating that 
the expressions in my testimony, attributed to Col. De 
Gress, were made by H. B. Phillips, who had some posi- 
tion in the management of the schools in Anderson and 
adjoining counties. 

From the letters shown me, I now believe that my in- 
terview with Col. De Gress was alter the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees referred to in my former testimony. 
lhave no written memorandum of the time of, meeting 
with Col. De Gress, but Know that it was during the term. 

DA 
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of the District Court of Anderson, which commenced in 
August, and closed in September, 1872. Judge Reagan 
introduced me to Col. De Gress, and we then had a con- 
versation in relation to our school. Reagan and myself 
inquired whether we could not be permitted to make up, 
amongst the patrons of the school, a sufficient sum out- 
side of the sum which he would allow our-teacher, to 
secure his services, or whether some of us might not pay. 
him over and above what could be allowed out of the 
school fund, to make up his salary to one hundred and 
fifty dollars per month. „ind my recollection is that Col. 
De Gress told us we could not be allowed to do so ; that 
such a course would lead to troubles amongst the sehol- 
ars; that the children or scholars of those who paid 
would point at, or taunt the scholars whose parents did 
not pay as being paupers, or unable to pay: that this 
would interrupt the general system and defeat its object 
of being a free school, and that sucha course could not 
beallowed. I may notgive his words. but the above is 
the substance, and the result was, that we had no aid 
from the school fund, and Mr. Williams abandoned the 
school at the end of that session. 
1 beg leave to make this correction in my testimony, 
« as well in justice to Col. De Gress as to myself, and I will 
state that there is record evidence of most these matters 
in Col. De Gress’ office—the letters of Judge Reagan 
and Mr. Williams to Col, De Gress, of September and 
August. 1872, and. Col. De Gress' answers, his answers 
showing the grounds he took, and the amount he was 
willing to allow us, aud I would suggest that copies gf 
these letters, and Col. De Gress’ replies will give a better 
view of the matter than T can give from memory. 
i T. J. WORD. 
Sworn to and subscribed April 10, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman Com. 


No. 15. 
TESTIMONY OF W. M. JACKSON. 


l live at Montague, in Montague county. There are 
three public schools in the county. One of the teachers, 
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A. J. Oliver, closed up his school while he was a candi- 
date for district surveyor, at the last election, but never- 
theless received his pay as teacher while he was absent 
canvassing among the people. Íknow of hisschool being 
closed certainly one week and probably longer, Another 
teacher named Turner, closed his school during the No- 
vember term of the District Conrt and acted as deputy 
clerk of the court. Both of the above named gentlemen 
are now teachers of free schools in that county. No 
school houses have been built in Montagne county. The 
one per cent. school tax bas been levied and collected. 
The inspector of schools for that county (Mr. Dixon) was. 
aware of the fact that these schools were closed. as above 
stated. W. M. JACKSON. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me this sixth day of 
March, 1873. 


J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
Cross-ecamined. by Col. De Gress, March 11, 1918. 


I know Mr. Oliver's voucher was returned to him for 
the full amount, as I was informed by the clerk in Col. 
De Gress’ office, to whom I was sent for information. 1 
do not know that the voucher itself has been paid. 1 
know nothing about Mr. Turners voucher. From con- 
versation with citizens of the county. I know that the 
school tax has been collected. lam a resident citizen of 
that county. Ido not know how much the tax of the 
sounty amounts to; I have heard, but just at this moment 
do not recollect the amount. 

W. AL, JACKSON. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me this March 11, 1873. 
; J. D. SAYERS. Chairman. 


* 


No. 16. 
STATEMENT OF WARREN NORTON. 


My name is Warren Norton. [ reside in Corsicana, 
Navarro county. I began teaching on the second day of 
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October, 1872, at Sherman, Texas, asa teacher of a col- 
ored school Capt. H. H. Ribble was supervisor of that 
school district at the time. He was good for little else 
than drinking whisky, so far as I conld see of him. I 
taught at Sherman from the first of October to the first of 
January of that year. Iwas very roughly forbidden to 
read the Bible in my school by Dr. MeKay, and from 
that time forth I ceased to read the Bible, though I was 
greatly surprised at receiving such an order. The freed 

eople all desired to have the Bible read to them. Dr. 
Me ay was the Supervisor of the Fifth School District 
when he so ordered me. Dr. McKay told me that I might 
write to Col. De Gress, the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, about the matter; but I did not think it worth 
while to do so. as I believed the Colonel to be of the same 
mind as the supervisor. ln fact I did, at a subsequent 
time, speak to Col. De Gress about having been forbidden 
to read the Bible in my school, and he answered me re- 
garding it in pretty much the way I had anticipated he 
would. The supervisor also forbid praving in the school. 
lam a minister of the gospel. F left Dallas because I 
was forbidden to read the Bible and pray in my school. 
i considered my religious rights tranrpled upon, and 
therefore could not remain. Mrs. McKay drew pay reg- 
ularly, from the best of my information, asa third class 
teacher of publie free schools at Dallas. She taught a 
colored sehool. She was as third assistant, and drew 
seventy-five dollars per month. I moved from Dallas to 
Navasota, Grimes county, in September, 1872. My wife 
taught a public free school at that place. Mrs. Mekay 
attended the school at Dallas but a little while, and after- 
wards heard one class recite a day at her own house, 
during which time she received pay at seventy-five dollars 
per month. 


` 


Cross-examined by Col. De (resa. 


1 think that I complained. verbally to Col. De Gress 
that the treasurer of the school board was speculating in 
school vouchers. Colonel De Gress told me that if I 
would make affidavit to that effect he would remove the 
treasurer. This conversation took place at Austin. My 
wife has not received any pay for teaching in Grimes 
county. She was charged with not having the number Ὁ 
pupils she reported. ' WARREN NORTON. 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me, this eighth day of 
March, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
Re-ecamined. 


Just previous to the Republican State Convention at 
Houston last spring (1872), a club meeting of Republi- 
cans was held'at Dallas, in the colored church. Dr, Me- 
Kay, the Supervisor, being president of the: elub, an- 
nounced to the club that Colonel De Gress desired to be 
elected as a delegate to that convention from Dallas 
county. Two of the teachers and the Supervisor belonged 
to the club. ‘The teachers would cheerfully have elected 
him, and had there been more teachers he would have 
been sent, but à majority of the club would not agree to 
it Iam a native of the State of Maine, and have resided 
in Texas between two and three years. I was sent here 
by General C. H. Howard, secretary of the American 
Missionary Association, and am still in the employ of 
that association. Ihave taught only freedmen’s schools. 

WARREN NORTON. 


Sworn to and subscribed hefore me, this eighth day of 
March, 1873. ‘ 
. J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


[Copy of letter of James Bentley. ] 


DALLAS, Texas, August 27, 1872. 
Colonel J. €. De Gress, Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, Austin, Tegas : 
I herewith transmit charges of Rev. Warren Norton, 
late teacher of Dallas county, with remarks and explana- 
‘tions, together with certificates of teachers and others 
connected. with the public free schools in this county, for 
your consideration, and can furnish certificates of almost 
every teacher in the county to the same effect and tenor, 
should it be deemed necessary; but hoping this may be 
sufficient, I remain your obedient servant, 
(Signed) | JAS. BENTLEY, 
Treasurer B. S. D., D. C. 
A true copy. 


[SEAL.] T 7. ©. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 
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[Copy of letter of Warren Norton.] 


Darras, TEXAS, August 10, 1872. 
Colonel J. C. De Gress : τ 


DEAR Sin: Wisely or unwisely, I said something to 
you while at Austin in regard to Treasurer Bentley. 
Now, I had no personal ill will against him, but spoke in 
relation to the vouchers as a simple matter of duty to 
myself and others. We all know that there has been 
complaint all the year on the part of teachers, and they 
went so far as to send a committee to wait on him on one 
occasion. About the first of June, $580 was paid by the 
sheriff of this county to Mr. Bentley. On the morning 
of pay day, a crowd of teachers was on “hand watching 
for our money, but not acent did either of us get. We 
were all offended, and Rev. Mr. Ward told me “ he had 
notlanguage to express the contempt he had for such 
conduct." Dr. Haynes says he took 8180 of the money, 
and Mr. Bentley the rest. Was this right? 

Every one knows Mr. Bentley is exceedingly sharp ; is 
notoriously fond of money. Mr. Ward said “ he 
cares for is women and money." I trust some good may 
come of the ill feeling. Ithink Mr. Bentley will be more 
, careful in future. ‘When a Treasurer is hard on the . 
teachers, they become discouraged, and the cause of edu- 
cation is retarded. 

Yours truly, i 
(Signed) WARREN NORTON. ; 


P. S.—A friend suggests that he hopes you will not'be 
offended. until you know the whole truth. 


(Signed) 9 W.N. 
A true copy. 
[ SEAL. | J. C. Dre GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction. 


DALLAS, Texas, August 10, 1872. 

Warren Norton, teacher, states that there has been 
complaint the whole year against Treasurer Bentley. 
About the first of June, $580 was paid to him, but nota 
cent did the teachers get. The money was divided be- 
tween Dr. Haynes and Bentley. Mr. Ward says Bentley 
cares for nothing but women apd money. 

Received O. 5. P. L, August 14, 1872. 
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OFFICE SUPT. PUBLIO ÍNSTRUCTION, ὶ 
. STATE OF TEXAS, 

- AUSTIN, TEXAS, Angust 19, 1872. | 

Respectfully referred to Mr. James Bently, Treasurer 

Board of Directors of Dallas county, for remarks. This 


paper to be returned. 
J. C. De GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction. 
Per E. C. BAxrHOLOMEW, Chief Clerk. i 
[SEAL.] | 
A true copy. J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 


Με 


Respectfully teturned to J. C. De Gress, Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, with the following explanation: 

* No ill will," I believe to be false. . Complaint referred 
to and committee appointed was in regard to treasurer 
refusing to pay vouchers without the orders being drawn 
ior same by president and secretary, which was put to 
rest by Superintendent Public Instruction. 'Fhe $580 re- 
ferred to, first of June, was paid on vouchers held by 
J. W. Haynes, as agent for teachers from a distance, for 
collection, and on vouchers filed in my office by parties 
for whom I was agent (for particulars see my report of 
June 30, 1872), all being for months of January and Feb- 
ruary. As for statements of Professor Ward, I believe 
such were never made by him. The amount received by 
Dr, Haynes was not correctly stated; should be $240. 
** Exceedingly sharp," I know not how to explain or in- 
terpret. Should such a charge be made against the 
treasurer ‘‘caring for women and money," I plead guilty, 
for I have a wife and sisters for whom 1 have regard, and 
have accumulated some money by honest toil. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) . JAS. BENTLEY, 
Treasurer Board School Directors, Dallas Co. 
[SEAL. | 
A. true copy. : J. C. DE GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction. 


OFFICE SurERVISOR FIFTH Ep. DISTRICT, 
Darras, August 26, 1872. 
This paper having been referred. to this office, it is the 
conviction of this office tffat the allegations against Mr. 
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Bently are false inthe extreme. Mr. Bentley is the best 
and most efficient treasurer in this district, and has agted 
honorably and exactly in all his transactions with this 
department, 
(Signed) "D. MACKAY, 
Supervisor Fifth Educational Dist. 
[SEAL] 
_ A tme copy- 
. J. 0. De GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 


Certificate of Teachers. | 


DALLAS Counry, August 7, 1872. 

We, the undersigned. teachers, of Dallas county, hav- 
ing been informed by Dr. Mackay, Supervisor of the 
Fifth Educational District, that one Warren Norton, late 
teacher of publie free schools in this county, did in the 
office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, during 
the late«session of the Texas Teachers’ State Institute, 
held at Austin on the second day of August, 1872, in the 
presence of Dr. Mackay, make the following slanderous 
charges to Colonel J. C. De Gress, Superintendent of Pub- 
lie Instruction, against James Bentley, Treasurer of the 
Board of School Directors of Dallas county, to wit: 

That said James Bently had been guilty on divers occa- 
sions of withholding teachers’ "vouchers, for the purpose 
of speculating in the same, and of purchasing said vogich- 
ers at a usurious discount, or words to that effect, for the 
purpose of defaming the character of said James Bently; 
and further, that these asséverations could be substanti- 
ated by every teacher In Dallas county. i 

These charges were also made during a session of the 
said Teachers’ Institute. 

Now, therefore, we, the teachers of said county, do 
hereby certify that the above assertions of Warren Nor- 
ton, so far as we know or believe, are false in every par- 
ticular, and that we know of nothing casting reflection 
upon the character of said James Bentley as a gentleman 
or his efficiency as the Treasurer of the Dallas Board of 
School Directors. 

(Signed) Geo. W. Taylor, (Signed) Chas. F. Becker, 
Wilson Kelley, A. E. Thompson, 
Wim. A. Turner, S. N. Shouge, 
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(Signed) C. F. Fernald, (Signed) Chas. T. Morris, 


R. W. Williams, E. J. Mathis, 
M. W. Martin, P. Townsend, 
G. C. Underwood, OC. J. Knight, 
H. P. Clowney, J. M. Walker, 

^ Dora Hunt, ` N. J. Brooks, 
J. T. Liner, J. W. Jackson, 
H. A. Steele, J. W. Riddell, 
J. E. Smith, - S. M. Stovall, 
M. A. Turner, Kate Collins. 

[8EAL.] 
A, true copy. 


J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction.. 


[Copy of Letter of J: W. Ππγποε.] 


» Darias, TEXAS, August 22, 1872. 
Col. J. C. De Gress, Superintendent Publio Instruction, 

Austin, Texas: ` 

DEAR Sin: My attention having been called to certain 
charges preferred by one Warren Norton, late teacher of 
Dallas county, against James Bentley, Esq., Treasurer, 
Board of School Directors of Dallas county, concerning 
his course as Treasurer in general, and particularly as to 
five hundred and eighty dollars received by him on first of 
June last, I would state that I was the first to call upon 
him apd demand the payment of certain vouchers held by 
meas agent for sundry teachers and others having claims 
against the school fund. Thereupon the said James 
Bently, Esq., said he would rather would not demand 
the money wpon said claims, as there were so many 
teachers in town expecting money that it would give dis- 
satisfaction to teachers, and it wonld be said that the 
officers had gobbled up the money. Iremarked that I 
held these claims for teachers, and that they were entitled 
to their pay as well as other teachers, and that he, the 
Treasurer, had πο right to refuse to pay any claims 
that were presented when hehad money in his hands þe- 
ee to the school fund. He then remarked that he 
held claims as agent for parties similar to mine, and I 
told him it was his duty to set aside the money to pay 


those claims out of the "money then on hand, when he 


so coneluded to act. I received $240 of the money, and 
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1 suppose he paid the balance to the parties he represent- 
ced, mentioned by him. It did give the dissatisfaction he 
predicted, and at the first meeting of the board of direc- 
tors the said Bentley stated to said board all the facts 
connected. with the case, and recommended that the board 
pass an order to pay all claims according to number of 
their order, whieh was done, since which time I have 
heard no further complaint, with teachers or any one else, 


with regard to the action of said treasurer (Treasurer Bent- ` 


ley), and I further believe that all the charges made by the 
malcontent, Warren Norton, are false and malicious, 
and without foundation, and that the said James Bentley, 
Esq., as an officer, has devoted as much time and atten- 
tion to the advancement of the interests of the public free 
schools as any one connected with the schools in this dis- 
trict, and has made an able and efficient officer. 
With sentiments of the highest regard for you, and the 
best interest of public free schools in Texas, I am, 
. Very truly, your friend, 
(Signed) J. W. HAYNES, 
Prest. Board of School Directors Dallas Co. 
A irue copy. 
[SEAE] J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 


{Copy ofdetter of Superintendent to Warren Norton, ] 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, | 
STATE OF TEXAS, f 
i ' Austin, Áugusti9, 1872. j 
Afr. Warren Norton, Dallas, Texas: 
Sm: Yours of the tenth inst. is at hand. 
You made a certain complaint to me which I asked 
:youto substantiate by affidavit, and upon that I would 
remove Mr. Bentley, but now you reiterate what you say 
"without the affidavit. I have referred your letter to Mr. 


Bentley. 
Respectfully, 
-TsEAL] J. C. DeGRESS, 
: Superintendent Publie Instruction. 
per Chief Clerk. 


~* J, ο. Dr GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 


A true copy. 
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[Copy of letter of Warren Norton, } 


- Navasota, TEXAS, August 31. 1872. 
Cal. J. C. De Gress: 

Drar Sin: Yours of the nineteenth inst. is at hand. 

The letter I wrote you about Mr. Bentley is correct, but 
warmer than I would have written had he not abused me 
the night before. I did not wish to have bim removed. 
but reformed, and we think this complaint has helped on 
fhe good work of reformation. W'e have a noble work 
to perform. Let us do it well. 

Yours truly. 
[SEAL] (Signed) WARREN NORTON. 


A true copy. 
J. C. DE GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 


[Copy of letter of Superintendent to Dr. Mackay. | 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, ] 
STATE OP TEXAS, —— > 
AvsTIN. September 12, 1872. | 
Dr. D. Mackay, Supervisor, ete., Dallas, Texas, 

Sin: Mr. Warren Norton having preferred charges 
against Mr, James Bentley, touching his official conduct, 
etc., and having failed to prove such charges, although 
valed on by me to do so by affidavits, and which charges 
I believe to have been made from malice, you are re- 
‘quested not to employ this man in the public schools 
of your district. 

Very respectfully. 
[3EAL. | (Signed) J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruetion. 


J. C. Ds GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 


i. true copy. 


No. 17. 
STATEMENT OF ME. NOAH COX. 


I live at Roma, Starr county, Texas. 1 received an ap- 
pointment to date from the first day of January, 1872, as 
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principal of schools for that school district, embracing 
the counties of Starr, Zapata and Webb, to which were 
also attached the counties of Encinal and Duval, which 
latter two counties, however, I never visited. I was 
sworn in some time during the month of February, and 
only asked pay from the time Iwas swornin. I served 
as principal to the end of June, 1872, and claimed pay 
for nineteen days, 1 think, in the month of July, which 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction would not allow. 
My salary was $125 pe month, currency. For this sal- 
ary I rode every month from Rio Grande City to Laredo, 
a distance of nearly one hundred and thirty miles, making 
nearly two hundred and sixty miles in the month, and 
visited all the schools under my charge erery month. 
There was one school established in Webb county, under 
the charge of H. C. Peterson, and another teacher whose 
name I do not now remember. Cleofas Garza was the 
teacher, I now recolleet. 1 afterwards took Cleofas Garza 
down to San Ignatio, in Zapata county, and placed him 
in charge of a school which I established there on the 
first day of April. I think Peterson and Garza both 
taught in the same room. Peterson isa lawyer by pro- 
fession, and practices law in that county. My report of 
Peterson's school was not favorable. I received my ap- 
pointment from Colonel J. C. De Gress, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. I applied for the position to the 
Superintendent, Colonel De Gress, and, I think, my ap- 
lication was recommended by Colonel John L. Haynes. 

am a Republican in politics. So far as I know, 
Peterson taught ihe regular number of hours. The rea- 
son I made an unfavorable report of Peterson’s school * 
was because I discovered that the scholars of his school, 
after four or five months’ schooling, had not acquired 
a knowledge of the oral elements of the English lan- 
guage. Mr. Bennett, the supervisor of that school dis- 
trict, visited the district but ounce during the time I 
served ax Dg ae I collected my pay, so far as I 
have recived it. through C. R. Johns & Co., who charged. 
me one per cent. for drafts on New York City. Mr. 
Peterson, I remember, was in attendance upon court every 
day during the July term, 1871, after the fourth day of 
commencement. I have never attended court upon law 
business at Laredo, Texas; except at the July term of 
1872, at which term I filed petitions in four cases. I have 
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‘known Peterson since the second of February, when I 
first went to Laredo to visit the schools. have seen 
Peterson’s card published as a lawyer, and he had an 
office same as lawyers usually have, with table, chairs, 
books, etc., in it. 
Col. De Gress declined to cross-examine the witness. 
NOAH COX. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this eighth day of 


March, A. D. 1873. - 
3. D. SAYERS, Chairman 


é 
No. 18. 


STATEMENT OF J. T. FLEMING. 


i live at Clarksville, in Red River county ; I am 
treasurer of the board of school directors of that county ; 
Thave resided there about two years. Something over 
nine thousand dollars of the entire one percent. school 
tax levied in our county has been paid tome. Whilst I 
was county treasurer of Red River county, and before I 
was treasurer of the school board 1 paid out from the 
school tax five hundred and twenty dollars. The nine 
thousand and odd dollars paid out by me was principally 
paid to teachers, some of it for building school houses 
and for rent of school houses. There have been three 
school houses built in my county, one of which was 
burned down about one month after its erection. These 
houses were built on the order of the school board, and 
were paid for out of the school fund, the one per cent. 
tax. Some of the nine thousand was paid out as trans- 
portation on some blackboards and school furniture from 
Jefferson ; I do not know how many boards were received 
in the county ; they were slate, and the most of them are 
now in use in the county ; I never received any furniture 
except the blackboards, maps and charts. J. B. MeCul- 
loch is a teacher in Red River county; he is a colored 
man. A. M. Gregory is also a colored teacher of that 
county. J, B. Carr is another colored teacher in the 
county. Harriet Scott is a colored woman, teacher I sup- 
pose I have never seen her ; she has recently married, so 
l understand, J. B. McCulloch. the teacher named,above. 


* 
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Capt. Young is President of the Board of School Directors. 
of Red River county : he is also surveyor of the county. 

Jane Dyer is, I suppose, a teacher in the county. J. L. 

Carroll is sheriff of Red River county. The vouchers. 
paid to Judge Ellett, as agent for several of the teachers, 

was while he was acting as supervisor. Oné of the 
three school houses spoken of was partially paid for by 

the citizens out of their private funds. T paid a voucher 
in favor of Harriet Scott, for $150, for services rendered 
in March and April, 1872. "This voucher had the name of 
T. H. Youug, president of the board of directors, as ap- 

proging it. Judge W. A. Ellett presented the voucher, 

and” receive the money. About a month ago I called. 
Young's attention to the voucher, who said he didnt 
think it was his signature. I know of six or eight colored 
schoolsin Red River county ; some of them had as many 
as two teachers in them that I know of. -Some of the 
teachers of colored schools received $90 per month, but 
held only second-class certificates, during the year 1872, 

between January and June, in the larger schools. There 
were always assistant teachers in the larger schools. I 
paid some of the teachers of the colored schools before 1 
tia those of the white schools, because I happened to 
have the money when they called on me. I paid Harriet 
Scott, a colored teacher, 875 per month, being the same: 
as before mentioned, she holding a third-class certificate, 
and assigned to third-class pay. 


Cross-ezxamined. by Col. De Gress. 


I never refused to pay teachers when they presented 
their vouchers, properly approved, to me, for payment 
whenever I had sehool money in my possession. The re- 
port of the school is on the back of the voucher for this 
scholastic year. and the same certified to by the teacher. 
The front part of the voucher is an account made out 
against the State, and is certified to as being correct and 
just by the teacher. Some member of the Board of School 
Directors then certify toit. The Superintendent of Public: 
Instruction never approves these accounts until after the 
certificates are attached. There was no partiality shown in 
paying the teachers of ourtown that I know of, they being 
the only ones that were graded high. The teachers who re- ’ 
ceived their pay first were Northern men, and knew how 
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to get their vouchers fixed up, and were- on that account 
paid first, and not because of any preference for them by 
me. The Supervisor reported the teachers and schools to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction.for the schol- 
astic year ending June 30, 1872. 
JAMES T. FLEMING. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me this eleventh day of 


March, A. D. 1878. 
1. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
fte-cramined by Col. De Gress More), 18, 1878. 
The voucher of Harriet Scott for March and April, 


1872, is in my safe in Clarksville, Red River county. No- 


voucher for Harriet Scott for May and June, 1872, has 
ever been in my possession, nor have I ever seen any 
sneh. . 


Cross-examined by the Comin iltee. 
I have heard that there were other fraudulent vouchers 


out in Red River eounty, but know of only the one 
spoken of above. : 


ARe-evam ined by Col. De Gress.. ᾿ 
The books, accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer of 
the Board of School Directors for Red River county have 
been before the Grand Jury of that county. T was in- 
formed by the Clerk of the District Court, since that 
time, that there is no indictment against me. 
JAS. T. FLEMING. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this thirteenth day 
of March, A. D. 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
Re-exam ined by the Committee. . 
I never signed T. H. Young's name to the Harriet Scott 


vouchers. 
JAS. T. FLEMING. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this thirteenth day. 


of March, A, D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. . 


&u TESTIMONY. 
No. 19. 
TESTIMONY OF THOMAS H. YOUNG. 


1 live at Clarksville. Red River county. Iam County 
Surveyor and member of the Board of School Directors. 
Iam President of that Board. James T. Fleming, Treas- 
urer of the Board of School Directors, showed me a 
voucher that he had paid. in favor of one Harriet Scott, 
with my name indorsed on it as approving it. The sig- 
nature thereon purporting to be mine was not genuine. 
1 do not know how many school houses have been built 
in my county, nor how many schools there are. There 
are more schools and: better attended than ever before, in 
Red -River county. In using the word before,” I have 
reference to the time prior to emancipation. There are 
more white children attending school in Clarksville now 
than before the free schools were put into operation. The 
population of Clarksville is larger now than before. 
James Burke is the present Supervisor. He was pre- 
ceded by Judge W. A. Ellett. Mr. Burke was appointed 
in last December or January, I think. J have never seen 
Mr. Burke, the Supervisor, nordo I know where he lives. 
T have understood, however, that he has*his headquar- 
ters at Jefferson. 1 do not know of his ever having vis- 
ited Red River county. 

Cross-cromined by Col. De Gress, 

I can state, very positively, that I did not approve the 
voucher, but don't know who received the money upon 
it The approval of the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, as I think, was upon it. I havesaid it was my 
opinion that there were fraudulent vouchers in circula- 
tion in the county. Idon’t recollect of having said that 
the clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction were abetting the circulation. The voucher 
may have been forwarded to me from the office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, but I don't remem- 
berto have received it. I never asked Harriet Scott or 
Harriet McCulloch to sign a voucher. 

T. H. YOUNG. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this eleventh day 


of March, 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


- 
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Re-examined by Col. De Gress. March 13, 1878. 


1 think I have seen two vouchers in favor of Harriet 
Scott, and they both bore my name as sehool director in- 
dorsed on them. My name was not written by me. 
authorized Mr. Fleming, he being a member of the board 
of school directors, to sign my name in my absence. I 
have no recolleetion of ever having authorized any other 
person to sign my name. 1 asked Harriet Scott, now Mce- 

ulloch, to sign her name to a certain paper. The con- 
tents of the paper were, “Mr. Fleming, you will pay T. 
H. Young any money that may be due me for teaching." 
I was induced to ask her to sign that paper because I had 
learned that a voucher in her name as school teacher had 
been paid. Harriet Scott was employed asta nurse in my 
family, and accompanied my wife to Jefferson, Texas, 
about the first of March, 1872, and remained with her at 
Jefferson until about the middle of June, 1872. I think 
Mr. Fleming has both of the vouchers. I know I thought 
the vouchers were false, and may have stated so to Mr. 
Fleming and others. I was called upon by the grand 
jury of Red River county in regard to these vouchers. 
don’t think that the signature of Harriet Scott to the 
voucher and receipt thereon was genuine. I never exam- 
ined Harriet Scotl; she might have been competent to 
teach a primary school. 1 can't say now what answer I 
gave to Mr. Vesey when asked about the vouchers. I 
don’t recollect of saying to Mr. Vesey that ‘it was a lie 
that those vouchers were ever sent to me.” I never 
charged the Superintendent of Public Instruction with 
being connected. with these frauds. I don't know of any 
other frauds in Red River county. ‘ 


Re-examined by the Committee. 


Harriet Seoit was employed as nurse in my family 
from about March the first, 1872, to about the fitteenth of 
June, 1872, it being the time, with the exception of about 
fifteen days, embraced in the copy of letter from J. C. De 
Gress, purported to have been written to John W. Vesey, 
dated December 90, 1872, and hereto attached. She was 
at Jefferson, Texas, with my wife from about the first of 

-March, 1872, to the fifteenth of June, 1872, and did not 
64. "n 
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teach school between those dates. She was about fifteen 
or sixteen years old at that time. 


Re-evaminetd by Col. De Gress. 


The sehools have increased faster in Clarksville than 
the population. The instrument of writing that I pre- 
sented to Harriet Scott for her signature, and whieh she 
signed, was some considerable time after her return from 
Jefferson with my wife. 

T. IL. YOUNG. 


Sworn to and.subscribed before me, this thirteenth*davy 
of Mareh, A. D. 1873. : : 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, ) 

STATE OF TEXAS, - 

AUSTAN, Texas, December 30, 1872 | 

John W. Vesey, Ksg., Teacher. Clarksville, Texas : L3! 

SIR: Yours dated the sixteenth instant received, Har- 
riet Scott s voncher for services from first of March to 
thirtieth of April was approved for $150, and sent to T. H. 
Young, Esg., Clarksville, May 20, 1872. 

Voucher from first of May to thirtieth of June, ap- 
proved for $150, and sent to T. H. Young. Esq., Clarks- 
ville, October 16, 1872. 

Very respectfully, 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Per E. C. BarinoLomrw, Chief Clerk. 
[sEAL.] 
A true copy. 
J. C. De GRESS. 
Superintendent of Publie Instruction. 


NO. 30. 
TESTIMONY OF THOS. H. SHARP. 
I liye at Waco, Texas. Ireceived my appointment as 


principal of schools in December, 1871, and remained as 
such until my office was abolished in June, 1872. I never 


* kid 
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received, nor do I know of a letter having been received, 
from Col. De Gress, requesting to be elected as delegate 
or proxy to the Republican convention at Houston, in 
May, 1872. I never stated to any one that I knew of such 
a letter having been written by Col. De Gress. 


Cross-erdainined by Col. De Gress. 


I have been connected with the free schools of this 
State from June, 1871, to June, 1872. My district was 
eonrposed oi the counties of MeLennan and Bosque. T 
had thirty or forty free sehools in that district, with an 
attendance of about thirty-three hundred pupils. There 
were only two private schools in MeLennan, and none in 
Bosque county. 1 dont know of any partiality having 
been shown by the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
foany teacher in those two counties. Treeeived my ap- 
pointment as State Examiner of teachers in August, 1871, 
and held the appointment until appointed Principal. 
While at Waco I examined teachers for first, second and 
third class certificates. T traveled türouglt McLennan, 
Ellis, Dallas, Collin. Grayson, Fannin, Lamar, Delta, 
Hopkins, Hunt and Navarro, and Limestone also. Dw 
ing this trip L examined teachers. 


Re-evduined by (ο) δέος. 


I know nothing whatever of any contract botween Col. 
De Gress and Mr. Wilkins, nor with any one else, in re- 
lation to any per centage or profit aceruing to Colonel 
De Gress from the sale of school books. 1 never have 
heard any person say that they knew of any such eon- 
tract, dincetiy or indirectly 


Toss-evomined by Col. De Gress. 


I granted leave of absence to Thomas Francis and Leon 
Turner, sehool teachers in MeLennan eounty. to attend 
the Republiean State Convention, held at Houston in 
May, 1872, and also to John C. Stevenson and to one or 
two others to attend the Demoeratie State Convention at 
Jorsieana, in the same year, 1872. I don't remember of 
Col. De Gress ever having asked me my polities either 
before or since my appointment as Supervisor. Tam 
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satisfied, in fact. that he never did. I voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket last election. If I have any politics I sup- 
I am a Democrat. 


Re-examined by the Committee. 


I was appointed examiner of teachers when I had been 
in the State about four weeks. 
TOM H. SHARP. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me this seventeenth 


day of Mareh, 1878. 
JOHN 5. MILLS, Chairman. 


* 


No. 91. 
STATEMENT OF W. C. PHILIPS. 


I reside in Travis county, and am Chief Clerk of the 
Comptroller's Department, and have been so for more 
than two years. 

George W. Smith and W. IL. Griffin received pay as 
Examiner and Supervisor during the months of October 
aud November, 1971, as per accounts hereto attached, 
which are copies of the originals on file in the Comptrol- 
ler's office. From the examination of the report of the 
Adjutant General, giving an abstract of disbursement on 
account of martial law in Freestone and Limestone coun- 
ties, in the printed proceedings of the House of Repre- 
sentatives αὖ 15 adjourned session in 1871, which is þe- 
fore me, I find that G. W. Smith received pay as Colonel 
of militia from October 10, to November 15, 1871, five 
hundred and twenty-seven dollars and eighty-three cents; 
and from October 10, to November 18, W. H. Griffin re- 
ceived pay as Major amounting to the sum of four hun- 
dred and sixty-five dollars and cighty-nine cents. On 
the third day of August, 1872, a warrant was drawn by 
the Comptroller in favor of Stanley Welch upon an ac- 
count in favor of the said Welch, for services as an em- 
ployé in the Bureau of Education at Austin for the 
month of July, said account being approved by the Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction, for one hundred and 
fifty dollars. An account was also presented in favor of 
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ihe said {Welch as traveling Examiner in the Bureau of 
Education for the State at large, for the same month ; this 
latter account was approved by the Superintendent of 
Public Iustruetion, and amounted to two hundred and 
fifteen dollars. True copies of both accounts are hereto 
attached, the originals being on file in the Comptroller’s 
office. It wasafterwards ascertained that the two aecounts 
were made out for the same month, and the warrant for 
the smaller amount was canceled and the larger account 
was paid. Accounts were filed in the Comptroller s office 
for the months of April, May, June and July, amounting 
to six hundred dollars, in favor of Charles Parker, for 
services as Supervisor for the First Educational District 
during those months. "These accounts were approved by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and are on file 
in the Comptroller's office, copies of which are hereto at- 
tached. Another account to Charles Parker for services 
as examiner, from the second of October, 1871, to the 
twenty-third of December, 1871, for four hundred and 
thirty-two dollars, approved by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, was filed in the Comptroller's office, a 
copy of which, with copy of correspondence, is hereto 
attached. This latter account was filed by the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction asa voucheragainst a requi- 
sition previously made by him. This account was rejected 
by the Comptroller, for the reason that he was at the time 
employed as a detective in the United States revenue ser- 
vice. Upon the accounts in favor of Mr. Parker, for 
April, May, June and July, a warrant for one hundred 
and sixty-eight dollars only was issued. The balance 
went to refund the amount improperly paid by the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction on the four hundred and 
thirty-two dollar voucher which had been rejected, On 
the thirty-first day of January, 1872, the. Superintendent 
of Public Instruction presented his account for salary for 
the months of November and December, 1871, and for 
January. 1872, amounting to seven hundred and fifty dol- ` 
lars, and a warrant therefor was drawn in his favor. On 
the first day of April, 1872, the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction presented his account for salary for the months 
of January, February and March, 1872, for seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. It was discovered in the Comp- 
troller' s office that these two accounts embraced the month 
of January, and the account last filed was made to ex- 
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tend a month later. The accounts hereto attached are 
true copies of the originals on file in the Comptroller s 
office. The accounts hereto attached in favor of P. J. 
Prewitt, for seventy-five dollars each, are true copies of 
the originals on file in the Comptroller's office, and were, 
I presume, filed against requisitions made by the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction. Also the accounts hereto 
attached in favor of Mary Garnett, for sixty-seven dollars 
and fifty cents each. My impression is that the last ac- 
count was corrected upon being notified by the Comp- 
trollers department. An account was presented for 
registers for schools, at one dollar apiece, the account, as 
approved, amounting to nineteen hundred and seventy- 
three dollars. The proprietors of the Galveston ews 
offered to furnish two thousand copies, equal in quality 
and size, for nine hundred and sixty dollars. A copy of 
said account is hereto attached, and is a true transcript of 
the original on file in the Comptroller's office. 


Cross-ere mined by Col. De Gress. 


Colonel Parker is not now indebted to the State that I 
know of, nor never was; itis my opinion that the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction was indebted to the State 
for the voucher improperly paid. The Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction is required by law to file vouchers 
against funds drawn by requisition before warrant is 
drawn by the Comptroller. It is the duty of the Comp- 
troller to audit all accounts, if correct, and if Incorrect 
not to audit them. The accounts of Mr. Prewett were 

aid, one to C. R. Johns & Co. and the other to Samuel 
i Carter. R. De Armond, President of the Board of 
School Directors of Collin county, certified to the cor- 
rectness of these accounts. I asked John J. Hand, one 
of the proprietórs of the Galveston News, what he would 
furnish two thousand copies like the school register; he 
replied “nine hundred and sixty dollars." T never in- 
formed the Superintendent of Publie Instruction of this 
tender of Mr. Hand. The Galveston News was not the 
Publie Printer at that time, but Mr. Traey was. Some of 
my children, two of my daughters, attended the public 
schools in this county irom the time the school began up 
to the close of last session, I think. Mary Garnett's 
voucher is certified to by George W. Wright. 

n W. C. PHILIPS. 


ον 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this twenty-fifth 
day of March, A. D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Tre STATE or TEXAS 
To Geo. W. Smith, Dr. 
‘Oct. 21, 1871—F or services as traveling examiner 
in the Bureau of Education at Corsicana, 
Texas, from October 1, 1871, to October 21, 
1871, both days inclusive, being .... month 
and twenty-six days, at $215 per month..... $186 33 


* 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed as, 


traveling examiner in the Bureau of Education for the 
State of Texas during the time above specified. 


(Signed) GEO. W. SMITH. 
Per E. C. BARTHOLOMEW, Attorney. a 
. Approved. s 

(Signed) J. C. Dr GRESS. 


Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
The Stare or TEXAS - 
To W. H. Griffin. Dr. 
Oct. 31, 1871—To services rendered as Supervisor 
of the Eighteenth Judicial District from Oc- 
tober 1, 1871. to October 31, 1871, being 
twenty days at five dollars per day, total....5300 00 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed as 
Supervisor of Publie Free Sehools for the Bichteenth 
Judicial District during the time above specified. 
. W. H. GRIFFIN, 
Supervisor Eighteenth Judicial District. 


. J. C. Dr GRESS., 
Supt. Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 
Received of ........ ... the sum of one hundred dol 
Jars ...... cents, in full of the above. 
. WM. H. GRIFFIN, 
Supervisor Highteenth Judicial District. 


* 


Approved. 


» 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS 
Το Wm. H. Griffin. Dr. 
Dec. 1, 1871—To services rendered as Supervisor 
of the Eighteenth Judicial District from No- 
vember 1, 1871, to November 30, 1871, being 
twenty days at five dollars per day, total....8100 00 
I certify on honor that I was actually employed as 
Supervisor of Public Free Schools for the Highteenth 
Judicial District during the time above specified. 
(Signed) WM. H. GRIFFIN, 
Supervisor Eighteenth Judicial District. 
Approved. 


(Signed) : J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. of Public Instruction, State of Texas, 


Received, thirty-tirst December, 1871, of Hon. J. C. De 
Gress, Superintendent Public Instruction, the sum of one 


* 


hundred dollars .... cents, in full of the above. 
(Signed) WM..H. GRIBFIN, 


Supervisor Eighteenth Judicial District. 
Per C. R. JonNs & Co., Attorneys. 
THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To Stanley Welch, Dr. 
July 31. 1872—For services as employé in the 
Bureau of Education, at Austin, Texas, from 
July 1, 1872, to July 31, 1872, both days in- 


clusive, being one month and .... days, af 
SLOO per month ο ο *.8150 οὐ 


I certify on honor that I was actually in service as em- 
ployé in the Bureau of Education for the State of Texas . 


during the time above specified. 
: STANLEY WELCH. 


(Signed) 

Approved. 

(Signed) J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Public’ Instruction, State of Texas. 


THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To Stanley Welch, Dr. 
July 31, 1872—For services as traveling examiner 
in the Bureau of Education for State at large, 
in Texas, from July 1, 1872, to July 31, 1872, 
both days inclusive, being one month and ... 
days, at 8215 per month.................... 8215 00 
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This account is for salary as traveling examiner, at 
one hundred and twenty-five dollars per month, and trav- 
eling expenses at three dollars per day. 

I certify on honor that I was actually employed as 
traveling Examiner in the Bureau of Edueation, for the 
State of Texas during the time specifiéd. 


(Signed) STANLEY WELCH. 
Approved. DM. 
(Signed) J. C. DE GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To Chas. Parker, Dr. 
April 30, 1872.—To services’ rendered as Supervisor 
of the First Educational District, from April 1, 
1872, to April 30. 1872, being 30 days, at $1800 
perannum..e e ο ο ο νο $150- 


I certify on honer that I was actually employed as Su- 
pervisor of Public Free Schools, for the First Educa- 
tional District, during the time above specified. 

CHAS. PARKER, 
Supervisor First Educational District. 


J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction, State of Texas. — 


Approved. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, }. 
STATE OF TEXAs, - 
AUSTIN, April 30,1872. | 
THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For salary as Superintendent of Public Instruction 
from the first day of February, 1872, to the thir- 
tieth of April. 1872, both days inclusive, being 
three months, at three thousand dollars per an- 
PU Leslie: cta Au c ct Pott dla ee tat Aa S750 
I certify that the above account is correct. 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


dias a 
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Νο. 22. 
STATEMENT OF ROBERT ZAPP. 


I am Treasurer, of the Board of School Directors of 
Fayette county, and have been treasurer ever since Feb- 
ruary, 1872. I received from the sheriff of Fayette coun- 
ty, on school tax, twenty thousand dollars, on the twen- 
ty-second day of March, 1872 ; nine thousand dollars on 
the second day of August, 1872; six thousand dollars 
and forty-four cents on the second day of December, 
1872; sixteen hundred and eighty-one dollars on the 
twenty-third day of March, 1873, making thirty-six thou- 
sand six hundred and eighty-eight dollars and forty-four 
cents in all. When {received the money, I deposited the 
largest portion of it in the National Bank at Houston. In 
a few instances, in drawing upon that fund, I charged the 
teachers one per cent. for drafts for the amount of their 
vouchers, They were willing to pay*tme for my: labor. 
I charged, in addition, the money allowed me by law for 
receiving and disbursing. I own a lumber yard in Fay- 
ette county, and furnished lumber for building school 
houses in that county. No interest was allowed on my 
deposits in the National Bank at Houston. T furnished 
nails and screws, and other fixtures. out of my store. 1 
have disbursed, for building and buying sehool houses 
and lots,-four thousand and fifty-five dollars and twenty- 
four cents. I know of six school houses that have been 
built, and are in use in Fayette county. I hare now on 
hand. three thousand nine hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars and forty-four cents. I have been registrar of Fay- 
eite county since last October, aud charged for the regis- 
tration of voters. 


Cross-crcinined by Colonel De Gress. , 


The Board of School Directors of Fayette county 
agreed to build fourteen school houses with the assist- 
ance of the citizens, and for that purpose appropriated 
the sum of seven thousand dollars. A circular was re- 
ceived from theeSuperintendent of Public Instruction for- 
bidding school treasurers from being interested in the 
collection of school vouchers and accounts. In furnish- 
ag the lumber I charged three dollars per thousand feet 


Manan e T g a e —— a 
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“fess than others charged. I lost money by being registrar 
‘of Fayette county. 
ROBERT ZAPP. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me this twenty-sixth 
εαν of March, A. D. 1878. 9 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


8 


No. 23. 


STATEMENT OF J. D. MCAB. f 
Tam the accountant in the Comptroller Sioffice, and have 
keld that position since June, 1871. I discovered that the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction had drawn his sal- 
ary twice for the month of January, 1872. The discovery 
was made more than a week after the voucher had been 
filed in the Comptroller's office. John N. Shafter received 
pay as Supervisor of the Twenty-seventh Judicial Dis- 
trict as per account hereto attached, whichis a true copy 
of the original on file in the Comptroller's office. From 
the Abstract of disbursement on account of martial law 
in Limestone and Freestone counties, State of Texas," 
furnished the House of Rrepresentatives of the Twelfth 
Legislature, which is before me, the said John N. Shatter 
received pay from October 10, 1871, to November 10, 
i871. as Major, tothe amount of three hundred and sisty- 
seven dollars and thirty-one cents. 
Mary Garnett, whose accounts are hefeto attached, and 
are copies of originals on file in the Comptroller's office. 
was paid twice for the month of September, 1871. It was 
not until several months after the accounts had been filed 
and audited that I discovered that Mary Garnett had been 
aid twice for the same services. After the error was 
-discovered and made known, the account was rectified 
and the money returned. P. J. Prewitt, whose accounts 
are hereto attached, and are copies of the origmal on file 
in the Comptroller's office, was paid twice for the month 
of November, 1871. The February, 1872, voucher of the 
said Prewitt was afterwards filed to take the place of one 
«ΟΣ the November vouchers. The errors as to Colonel De 
Gress and Mary Garnett’s accounts were first discovered 
-m the Comptroller s office. 


& 


Be > 
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Cross-exciniued by Col. De Gress. 


That account marked A, hereto attached, of Col. De 
Gress for salary, was paid on the voucher and warrant 
afterwards drawn in favor of Geo. W. Honey, as per reg- 
ulation, to obviate the necessity of drawing warrant on 
every voueher, and thereby saving a great amount of 
labor. As soon as the vhistake was discovered, I went 
over and told Mr. Maxwell, Col. De Gress’ clerk; about 
it, and he said he presumed I was mistaken. I then 
showed him-the two accounts, and he then referred to his 
books and found I was corrrect. Itold him that I wanted 
him to refund the money. The matter was finally settled 
by his filing reggipted voucher for the month of April to 
go in lieu of w January, which was paid in error, it 
havıng been certified to as correct by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. The vouchers hereto attached and. 
marked respectively B and C are true copies of the orig- 
inals on file in the ο... office. They were ap- 
oroved payable by the Treasurer of the Board of School 

irectors of Harris county. The mistake in regard to- 
Major Welch’s vouchers was discovered by myself before 
warrant was issued on the last account. had issued a 
warrant in favor of Stanley Welch, per Raymond & 
Whitis asan employé in the Bureau of Education at 
Austin, Texas, from July 1 to July 31, 1872, for one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. Major Welch then brought over 
an account as Traveling Examiner from the first to the 
thirty-tirst of July, 1872, for two hundred and fifteen dol- 
lars, which he sayl was the correct account. I do not 
think that the warrant for one hundred and fifty dollars. 
left the Comptroller's office, though it is receipted for by 
Raymond & Whitis. I do not know that Mr. Welch was- 
ever paid by the Treasurer twice for the same service. 


THE STATE OF TEXAs . 
To Charles Parker, Dr. 
May, 1872-—To services rendered as Supervisor of 
the First Educational Distriet from May 1. 
1872, to May 31, 1872, being thirty days, at 
2.000 per annum, total............... eese $150 ος: 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed. as Su- 
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pervisor of Public Free Schools for the First Educational 
District during the time above specified. 

CHAS. PARKER, 
Supervisor First Educational District. 


Approved. 
J. C Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction, State of Texas. 
Tux STATE oF TEXAS * : 


To Chas. Parker, Dr. 
June 90, 1872—To services rendered as Supervisor 
of the First Educational District from June 
1, 1872, to June 30, 1872, being thirty days at 
85 per day, TOM liek este tives s οσον ος S150 00 


I certify on honor that I was actually &ployed as Su- 
ervisor of Public Pree Schools for the First Educational 
istrict during the time above specified. 
| CHAS. PARKER, 
Supervisor First Educational District. 


J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


Tir STATE ΟΕ TEXAS 
To Charles Parker, Dr. 
Aug. 91. 1872—To services rendered as Supervisor 
of the First Educational District, from July 
1, 1872, to July 31, 1872, being thirty days at 
$1800 per annum, total.. .............-.... $150 00 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed as Su- 
ervisor of Publie Free Schools for the-First Educational 
istrict during the time abovo specified. 
x CHARLES PARKER, 
Supervisor First Educational District. 


Approved for $150. 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


[Copy.] 


OFFICE COMPTROLLER PUBLIC ÁCCOUNTS, 
AvsTIN, December 29, 1871. 
‘Charles Parker, Esg., Examiner, ete. ¢ 
Sir: lachnowledge your favor of the twenty-eighth 
.instant, as follows, to-wit: 1 presented an acéountat 


Approved. 
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your office this morning for services as examiner in the: 
Bureau of Education, which you decHned to pay unless. 
additions and obligations were made therein. You have 
also declined to pay a former aceount of the same nature, 
presented several months since. I respectfully ask that 
vou state in writing, as early as possible. your reasons 
tor this action." 

The accounts presented formerly were as follows, viz. τ 
The first from duly 19, 1871, to August 81, 1871, inclu- 
sive, thirty-eight days at &6, S228—Sixteenth Judicial 
District. The second account was for services in the Fif- 
teenth Judicial District, from September 1, 1871, to Octo- 
ber 81. 1871, both days inclusive, at 56 ‘per day, 5312. 
At the time these aecounts were made vou was receiving 
pay as à detectjye in the revenue service of the United 
"tates. 

Section XLII, Artiele XII, general provisions of the 
Constitution, says: ‘The accounting officers of this 
State shall neither draw nor pay a warrant upon the 
Treasury in favor of any person for salary or compensa- 
tion, as agent, officer or appointee, who holds at the same 
time any other office or position of honor, irust or profit 
under the State or the United States, except as prescribed 
in this Constitution." 

The constitutional provision is mandatory and conclu- 
sive. Yesterday you came to this office with an aecount 
for services as examiner at Austin, Houston and Galves- 
ton for upwards of four hundred dollars, and embracing 
the month of October all to one or two days, the same 
month having been rendered and claimed for the Fif- 
teenth Judicial District at the time of presenting former 
accounts, 2 , 

Your attention was called to this diserepancy, and you 
was required additionally to make affidavit that you was 
not and had not drawn salary or pay from any other 
source, State or Federal, for the time you claim salary as 
examiner, and to make affidavit that you performed the : 
service claimed as examiner. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Nigned) à. BLEDSOE, Comptroller. 


L 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS -> 
To Charles Parker, Dr. 
For services as examiner in the Bureau of Education 
at Brownsville, Austin, Houston and Galveston, 
Texas, from second of October, 1871, to twenty- 
third of December, 1871, both days inclusive, being 
. seventy-two days at 86 per ἆαν.................. S452 


3 


Four hundred and thirty-two dollars. 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed as an 
examiner in the Burean of Education for the State of 
Texas during the time above specified. > 

CHAS. PARKER, Examiner. 


J. C. Dx GRESS, ° 
Supt. Public Instruction Stai of Texas. 
Reecived at Austin, Texas, on the fifth of January, 
1872, of Hon. J. C. De Gross, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, four hundred and thirty-two dollars, in full ` 


af the above account. . 
CHAS. PARKER. 


Approved. 


THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To J. €. De Gress, Dr. 
Forsalary as Superintendent of Publie Instruc- 
tion, from the first of November, 1871, to the 
thirty-first of January. 1872, both days inclu- 
sive, being three months, at 83000 per annum, 
(seven hundred and fifty dollars). ............. S700 OG 
I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. C. Dre GRESS, . 
Supt. of Public Instruction State of Texas. 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, January 31, 1872. 


THE STATE or TEXAS 
Του. C. De Gress, + 
Supt. Publie Instruction, — Dr. 

For salary as Superintendent of Publie Instruc- 

tion, from the first day of January, 1872, to the 

thirty-first day of March, 1872, both days in- 

elusive, being three months, at 53000 per an- 

num....... e VENE De. ss «του O0 
orrect, 


Supt. Publie Instruction State of Texas. 
Dated at 
AUSTIN, Texas, April 1, 18 


M 
72 Cw 
la ^ 5 
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The Comptroller oftens calls attention to tlie amount of 
warrants and asks what it is for. lthinkthere have been 
about six thousand vouchers audited since September, 
1871, by the Comptroller. The errors discovered to date 
of posting the books for Mary Garnett, P. J. Prewitt, and 
J. C. De Gress, and Stanley Welch and J. H. Brenham 
are the only errors that I now remember. In regard to 
the posting of the books I mean where I keep each teach- 
er's account separate, as a check to see that no teachers 
are paid twice for the same service, which is separate 
from the regular record. The posting is up to near 
August, 1872. All these vouchers were audited direct by 
the Comptroller upon the certification of the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction to his own and for teachers, ap- 
proved by himself. 


- 


Re-exumined by the Committee. 


The aecounts of J. C. De Gress hereto attached are 
true copies of the originals on file in the Comptroller’s 
office. The issuance of the warrant on Mrs. 8. G. Rid- 
dels account was done through oversight. I do not 
know that the money was refunded. When the vouchers 
of Mrs. Riddell were presented I refused io issue a war- 
rant, because they were made payable by ihe school 
ireasurer. ` ; 


Re-examined by Col. De Gress. 


I think Dr. Philips told me to issue the warrant. 
JOHN D. McCALL. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this twenty-sixth 
day of March, A. D. 1873. 
J.D. SAYERS, Chairman. . 


| First Attachment.] 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To John N- Shafter, Dr. 
October 1 to November 30, 1871.—To services ren- 
dered as Supervisor of the Twenty-seventh Judi- 
cial District from October 1, 1871, to November 
90, 1871, being thirty days, at five dollars per 
ο ok eee σπα ME s 8150 00 


TESTIMONY. 97 


I certify on honor that I was actually employed as Su- 
ervisor of publie free schools for the Twenty seventh 
Judicial District during the time above specified. ᾿ 
JOHN N. SHAFTER, 
Supervisor Twenty-seventh Judicial District. 


Approved, 


J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


‘ [Second Attachment. ] 


THE STATE or TEXAS 
To Mary Garnett, Dr. 
Sept. 30, 1871.— To services rendered as teacher 
from Sept. 4, 1871, to Sept. 30, 1871, being 
twenty-seven days, on third class teacher's . 
certificate, at $75 permonth..... ............ $67 50 


I hereby certify on honor that I was actually employed 
as teacher in the First School District, Lamar county, 
Eighth Judicial District, during the time above specified. 

(Signed) | MARY GARNETT, Teacher. 


I certify on honor that the above account is correct 
and just. 

(Signed) G. W. WRIGHT, 
President Board School Directors, First School District, 

Lamar county. 


Approved. 


(Signed) J. C. Ds GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


Tur STATE or TEXAS 
To Mary Garnett, Dr. 
Oct. 8, 1871.—To services rendered as teacher from 
Sept. 4 1871, to September 30, 1871, being 
twenty-seven days, on third class teacher s cer- 
Dente: DESO πμ νο $67 50 


I hereby certify on honor that I was actually employed 
as teacher in the First Sehool Distriet, Lamar county, 
Eighth Judicial District, during the time above specified. 

(Signed) MARY GARNETT, Teacher. 

TA 


i 
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I certify on honor that the above account is correct 
and just. 

(Signed) G. W. WRIGHT, 


President Board of School Directors, First School Dis- 
trict, Lamar county. 
Ν 
Approved for $67.50. 
(Signed) J. C. Dr GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 


| Third Attachment. ] 


THe STATE or TEXAS, 
To P. J. Prewitt, Dr. 
Dec. 10, 1871.-—To services rendered as ieacher 
irom Noy. 1, 1871, to Nov. 30, 1871, being thirty 
days, on second class teacher's certificate, at 
872 per month...... TEM -- eo ΤΟ 00 


I hereby certify on honor that Τ was actually employed 
as teacher in the — School District, Collin county, 
Eleventh Judicial District, during the time above speci- 
fied. 

(Signed) P. J. PREWITTT, Teacher. 


I certify on honor that the above account is correct 
and just. 

(Signed) R. Dr ARMOND, 

President Board of School Directors. Collin County. 


5 


Xpproved. 
(Signed) Jj. C. Dx GRESS, 


Supt. Publie Instruction, Slate of Texas. 


December 27, 1871. 
Received ot Hon. J. C. De Gress, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, the sum of seventy-five dollars and 


— — cents, in full of the above account. 


(Signed) P. J. PREWITT, Teacher, 
per SAMUEL T. CARTER, Attorney. 
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Tur STATE or TEXAS 
To P. J. Prewitt, Dr. 
Nov. i to Nov. 80, 1871—For services rendered 
as teacher of a public free school, assigned to : 
second class pay, at McKinney's school house. 
Collin county, Texas, from the first day of 
November, 1871, to the thirtieth day of No- 
vember, 1871. both days inelusive, being 
twenty-two days, at seventy-five dollérs per 
month. ........ —————— — . ἅτο 00 


I hereby certify that I was employed as a teacher in 
Collin:county, Texas, Eleventh Judicial District. during 
the time above specified. : 


(Signed) P. J. PREWITT, Teacher. 
I certify that the 43bove account is correct and just. 
(Signed) R. De ARMOND, 
President Board of Sehool Directors, Collin county, Tex. 
Approved. 
(Signed) ἐν C. De GRESS, 


Supt. Publie Instiuction,-State of Texas. 


Received fifteenth of March, 1872, of Hon. J. €. De 
Gress, Superintendent Publie Instruction, the sum of 
seventy-five dollars, in full of the above account. 

(Signed) P. J. PREWITT, 

Per ο. R. Joins ἃ Co.. Attorneys 


{Fourth Attaehmeni.j 
Tux STATE oF TEXAS 
To P. J. Prewitt, Dr. 
For services rendered as teacher of a publie free 
school, holding second class eertifieate. and 
assigned to second class pay. at McKinney's 
school house, Collin county, Texas, from the 
first day of February, 1872, to the twenty-ninth - 
day of February, 1872, both days inclusive, 
being thirty days, at 875 per month......... ..815 Q0 


L hereby certify that I was actually employed as 
teacher at MeKinney’s school house, Collin county, 


à zx 
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Texas, Sixth Educational District, during the time speci- 


fied above. 
P. J. PREWTTT, Teacher. 
I certify that the above aecount is correct and just. 
i : s. BOWLLY, 
Member Board of Sehool Directors, Collin county. 
. (Duplicate.) d 
Approved for $75. J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
To the Comptroller of Public Accounts. 


B. 
THe STATE oF TEXAS, 
To Mrs. Sarah G. Riddell, ‘Dr. 
For services rendered as teacher of a public free 
school, assigned to third class pay. on thirteen 
pupils over minimum for two teachers, at Hous- 
ton, Harris county, Texas, from the first day of 
December, 1871, to the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber, 1872, both days inclusive, being one month 
.... . days, at one dollar and fifty cents per 
Scholar. ...... dollars per month.............. $10 50 
l hereby certify that I was actually employed as 
teacher in the First School District, Harris county, Nine- 
teenth Judicial Distriet, during the time above specified. 
SARAH G. RIDDELL, Teacher. 
I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. R. MORRIS, 
President Board of School Directors, First School Dis- 
trict, Harris county. ' 
Approved for nineteen dollars and fifty cents, quee 
by the Treasurer Board of School Directors of Harris 
county, oui of proceeds of tax levied under section five 
of school law of April 24, 1871. 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


C. 
ΤΕΕ STATE OF TEXAS 
To Mrs. Sarah G. Riddell, Dr. 
For services rendered as teacher of a publie free | 
school, assigned to .... class pay, at Houston, 
Harris county, Texas, from the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1872, to thirty-first day of January, 1872, 
both days inclusive, being thirty days, at ...... 
dollars per month. κκ κοκ εως e ege Re Se $75 00 
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I hereby certify that I was actually employed as teach- 
er in the First School District, Hariis county, First Edu- 
cational District, during the time above specified. 

SARAH G. RIDDELL, Teacher. 


I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. R. MORRIS, 
President Board School Directors, 
First School District, H#tris county. 


Approved for’ seventy-five dollars, payable by the 
Treasurer of the Board of School Directors of Harris 
county, out of proceeds of tax levied under section five 
of the school law of April 24, 1871. 

J. C. Dr GRESS, 
* Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


[Fifth Attachment. ] 


DEPARTMENT OF Eprcation, } 
STATE OF TEXAS, ν 
AUSTIN, Texas, April 80. 1872. | 
Tur STATE OF TEXAS : 
To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For salary as Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion from the first day of February, 1872, io the 
thirtieth of April, 1872, both days inclusive, be- 
ing three months, at three thousand dollars per 
SUUUMN Gs, uev. dexsidesodecdsc eo t MEAE RA S750 00 


I certify that the above account is correct. 
(Signed) J. €: De GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. State of Texas. 
No. 11. W. ο. PriiLIPs. ; 


THE STATE or TEXAS 
To J. €. De Gress, 
Supt. Public Instruction, Dr. 

For salary as Superintendent of Publie Instruction 

from the first day of January, 1872, to the thirty- 

firs&; day of March, 1872, both days inclusive, 

being three months, at three ‘thousand dollars 

οσο ο ο ο s ο. ο $150 00 
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"I certify that the above account is correct. 


(Signed) J. C. Dz GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
Daied at Austin, Texas, first of April, 1872. 
No. 11. Canceled. and corrected voucher substituted. 
W. C. ῬΉΤΓΙΡΒ. 


—— € 


No. 24. 


= 


STATEMENT OF M. L. SIMS. 


Lam District Attorney of the Eighth Judicial District, 
and reside in Red River county. W. A. Ellett, member 
of the present Legislature, was indicted by the gr rand j jury 
of Red River county at the last term of tle District Court ' 
of that county for forging the names of Harriet Scott and 
Thomas H. Young to two sehool vouchers, calling for a. 
hundred and fifty “dollars each, and having the name of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction indorsed upon 
them. I have seen the vouchers. T know Young's sig- 
nature, and from my knowledge do not believe his siona- 
ture on said vouchers to be genuine, I know Harrict 
Scott, My information from her i is that she taught school 
in the county after the date o£ those vouchers, but not 
during the time embraced in those vouchers. Harriet 
Scott was staying at the house of Captain Young at the 
date of those voucher S. 


Cross-ecamined by Colonel De Gress. . 
I gave James T. Fleming an order for the vouchers 
when he was about to start to Austin to answer a sum- 
mons from this committee. He stated to me that he would 
need them before this committee. ` 
AL. L. SIMS. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this twenty-seventh 
day of March, A. D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
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STATEMENT OF J. L, CARROLL. 


I live in Red River county, and am sheriff of that 
‘county. in November, 1872, I paid off a voucher in 
favor of H. Scott, for a hundred and fifty dollars. Ipaid 
the money to Judge W. A. Ellett, member of the present 
Legislature. The voucher was approved by the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction.. It had also the name of 
Thomas H. Young, acting as president of the board of 
school directors, certifying to its justness and correctness. 
Mr. Young denied the genuineness of the signature. 
There is an indictment pending in the court of Red River 
county against the said Ellett for the forgery of the name 
of the said Young on said account, asf have been informed 
by the clerk of the District Court of that county. My 
understanding is that Judge Ellett was supervisor of that 
district prior to his eleetion to the Legislature. Eight or 
ten teachers have been brought from the North to teach 
in that county since the inauguration of the school sys- 
tem. I have heàrd complaints made by teachers them- 
selves that preference was shown to several of the teach- 
ers as to the time of payment of their salaries. My recol- 
lection is that another indictment was found against the 
said Ellett, based upon the said voucher. I know one 
Harriet Scott; sho has been generally occupied as a cook 
or house servant; she is a colored woman. During the 
time embraced in the voucher she was employed as a 
house servant and cook in the family of Mr. Young. 


Cross-eramined by Col. De Gress, 


Complaints were made against the treasurer of the 
board of school directors of that county, for giving pre- 
ference. J donot know that there was any cause of these 
complaints, as they were frequently made when there was 
no money in the treasury. 1 collected ten thousand two 
hundred and twenty-six dollars and sixty cents, up to 
February 4, 1873, and had turned over to the school treas- 
urer nine thousand six hundred and ten dollars and thirty- 


Seven cents. 
J. L. CARROLL. 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this twenty-seventh 


day of March, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS. Chairman. 


No. 20. 
STATEMENT OF H. 0. ILEFFTER, 


Ilivein Austin, and know Stanley Welch. He went 
into the employment of the Safe Journal office between 
the twenty fifth of December last and the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1873. I had several business transactions with the 
Journal office during the month of January, and trans- 
acted my business with Mr. Welch, as manager of said 
office. was in the employment of the Journal office 
until about the twentieth o£ December, 1872. 

H. O. ITEFFTER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this first of April, 
1878. - 
JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Tug STATE or TEXAS 
To Stanley Welch, Dr. 
Jan. 21, 1873.—For services as employé in the 
Bureau of Education, at Austin, Texas, from 
the first of January, 1873, to the twenty- 
first of January, 1873, both days inclusive, 
being twenty-one days, at 9150 per month, $105 00 


I certify on honor that I was actually in service as em- 
por in the Bureau of Education for the State of Texas, 


uring the time above specified. 
STANLEX WELCH. 


J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
To the Comptroller of Public Accounts. 


Approved for $105. 


Tur STATE OF Texas 
To Stanley Welch, y Dr. 
For service as employé in the Bureau of Edu- 
cation at Austin, Texas, from first of Decem- 
ber, 1872, to thirty-first December, 1872, both 
days inclusive, being one month and days 
at 8150.00 per month................. esos 8150 00 
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1 certify on honor that I was actually in service as em- 
ployé in the Bureau of Education ig the State of Texas 
uring the time above specified. 
STANLEY WELCH. 


J. C. De GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
To the Comptroller of Public Accounts. 


Approved for $150.00. 


OFFICE COMPTROLLER PUBLIC ACCOUNTS, 
AUSTIN, April 2, 1878. 

I, uA. Bledsoe, Comptroller of Public Accounts for the’ 
State of Texas, hereby certify that the above and forego- 
ing are a true and correct copy of the originals now on file 
in my office. . 

In testimony whereof I hereunto sign my name 
[SEAL] and affix the seal of my office, at the city of Aus- 
tin, Texas, day and date above written. 
. A, BLEDSOE, Comptroller. 


* 


No. 9T. 
STATEMENT OF W. D. MOORE. 


I live in Austin, and am foreman ofthe book depart- 
ment of the State Journal office. I have been connected 
with that paper for nearly three years. I know Stanley 
Welch. He entered into the employment of the State 
Journal office sometime between the twenty-first of De- 
cember, 1872, and the fourth day of January, 1873, and 
has been continually in the employment of said. newspa- 


per ever since. 
W. D. MOORE. 
Swornto and subseribed before me this first day of 


April, 1873. 
JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman.. 
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No. 28 pa 


STATEMENT OF DAR TD SHEEKS, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. 


About the last of October, 1872, Colonel De Gress em- 
ployed the firm of Sheeks & Sneed to attend to a case 
that had been brought in the District Court of Williamson . 
county, to restrain the collection of the school tax. 

On the eighth of November, 1872, I went to Georgetown 
io argue a motion to dissolve an injunction that had been 
^ intedin the case. When I arrived there I found that 
tnere were a number of cases brought for- the. same pur- 
pose pending. : 

My recollection was that there were over fifty of the 
δος, though E cannot now give the exact number. I 
made motions in two ofthe cases to dissolve the injunc- 
tions, which were overruled by the District Court, and 
the two cases were appealed {ο the Supreme Court, where 
they are still pending. - 

1 made an agreement with the attorney representing the 
other cases that they should be continued, 

Colonel De Gress agreed to pay us three hundred. and 
fifty dollars for going to Georgetown to attend to this 
case and for attending to the same in the Suprenie Court. 
He gave me an order on Mr. Stubblefield, who was the 
treasurer of the board of school directors in Williamgon 
county, for two hundred dollars, which was paid. 

In December, 1872, Colonel De Gress employed the 
firm of Sheeks & Sneed to take charge of a ease brought 
by a number of persons in the Galveston District Court, 
whieh had been brought for the purpose of restraining 
the collection of the school tax, for which he agreed to 
pay us five hundred dollars for our services in that case 
iu the District and Supreme Courts, if the case should be 
appealed. 

Chere was afterwards another agreement between Colo- 
nel De Gress and myself, by which he was to pay us one 
hundred dollars more if we had to make more than one 
trip to Galveston; another trip is necessary, one having 
been already made. 

Colonel De Gress gave ine an order on Colonel Patton, 
treasurer of the board of school directors of Galveston 
county, for two hundred and fifty dollars, which was 
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paid by Colonel Patton in December last, when I made 
the first irip to Galveston to attend ip the case. 

No other money has been paid tóTme, or to the firm of 
Sheeks & Sneed, by Colonel De Gress for professionai ser- 
vices, or on any other account. Colonel De Gress in- 
formed me that he employed us in these eases by direction 
ot the Board of Education. 

Colonel De Gress 1ecently employed our firm to make 
an argument in the cases involving the legality of the 
school tax, now pending in the Supreme Court on appeals 
from Harris and other ceunties, stating that he had been 
directed to do so by the Board of Education. He has 
paid us nothing on this engagement, nor hare we agreed 
upon the amount of the fce to be paid. 

The fees.agreed. npon are in United States eurreney. 

DAVID SHEERS. 

Sworh to and subscribed before me this the twenty- 
ninth of Mareh. 1873. 

J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


m μυ.” 


STATEMENT OF GOVERNOR EL. J. DAVIS—YNXAMINATION BY 
COL. DE GRESS. 


* 

My name is E. J. Davis, and I reside in Austin, Travis 
-eountv, Texas. T am Governor of the Slate of Texas, 
and Chairman of the Board of Edueation. I met Mr. 
Monteith about the first part of last November for the 
firsttime. Col. De Gress, Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, came to my office and told me that a person, 
this Mr. Morteith, had been to see him for the purpose of 
blackmailing him, as,.he believed; that Monteith had 
"wanted to make some contract with him aboutsome school 
furniture, and had intimated to him, the Colonel, that if 
he did not let him in he would expose some misdeeds of 
De Gress, of which he had proof. Col. De Gress requested. 
me to have Monteith sent for and make him produce the 

‘oof of which he had spoken. I sent for him and told 
dim that if he had any proof or Knowledge of improper 
conduct on the part of Col. De Gress, that I intended to 
hare it out and exposed, and demanded it of him, He 
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hesitated and stammered awhile, but I was very decided 
in my manner. He finally drew forth and gave me a 
letter, which I hav¥é here with me. The letter is from 
L. E. Parker, of the St. Louis Excelsior School Furniture 
Manufacturing Company, dated St. Louis, Missouri, Oc- 
tober 28, 1872. He said this was the proof he had. Ido 
not recollect anything of this man Monteith prior {ο the 
time of which speak. 

The school furnitare adopted by the Board was selected 
because of its being the cheapest and best, under the cir- 
cumstances, of all the furniture that was presented in 
competition at the time. We selected the furniture of the 
Western Pulslishing and Furniture Company. i 

I told Monteith that the letter exhibited here looked 
very much like a conspiracy between him and the St. 
Louis man to beat out a third party from the contract. 
He tried to explain in a stammering sort of way that he 
head not engaged in any conspiracy. I told him that I 
would expect him to get the man down here who was re- 
sponsible for the statements of the letter and have him 
before the court. He promised that he would’ have him 
come, but has done nothing of the sort, so faras I am 
aware. A few days after he sent me in a letter, which I 
have here, dated Austin, November 6, 1872. This is the 
last I know of Mr. Monteith. ` 

The Board of Education adopted some of the books of 
τα. & Co., and others of A. 8. Barnes & Co. They 
{these booksellers) gave the board a contract by which 
they were to allow us their books at thirty per cent. less 
than their published rates. This deduction of thirty per 
cent. was to go to the benefit of the purchasers—the pat- 
rons of the schools. The purchasing of slate blaekboards 
was suggested to the board by Attorney-General Alexan- 
der, member of the board. It seemed to be afavorite idea 
of his, and we finally adopted it at his suggestion. The 
Superintendent of Public Instruction was instructed to 
buy the slates, and I think also the particular quarry 
from which the slates were to be purchased was discussed 
by the board at the time, and the understanding was, I 
think, that Colonel De Gress should see if he could get 
them there. 

There is authority under the law authorizing the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction to draw money from the 
State Treasury on his requisition, approved by the Gov- 
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.ernor. I issued an Executive order to the effect that 
no money should be drawn from the treasury unless the 
vouchers were filed at the same time. This was issued in 
March of last year. 

1 directed Col. Smith, Major Griffin, and other militia 
officers, to refund money which had been paid them by 
the State for commutation of fuel, etc., whilst serving in 
the Limestone county martial law affair, to be returned to 
the State. I cannot recollect when or where the question 
of politics ever came up before the Board of Education, 
or that it was ever at all, discussed or tolerated by the 
board. The object of the board was, and always. has 
been, to procure such books as would be acaggatable to the 
people at large in every sense, excluding eré@tything that 
would in any way be offensive, either politically or re- 
ligiously, to any part of the people; and I do believe 
that all the books selected are of that nature. The cir- 
eular dated August 5, 1872, and signed by the Board of 
Education, hereto attached, isa correct and true copy. 
The one per cent. tax that has been levied throughout 
the State ought to have yielded about two millions two 
hundred thousand dollars, if collected, for the fiscal year 
ending first of August, 1872. There would have been a 
considerable surplus in most of the counties, beyond the 
support of the schools, pay of teachers, ete., which could 
have been used in building school honses, if it had been 
collected. “ 

The removal of Judge Elett as Supervisor of the 
Fourth School District, was discussed two or three months 
before the election last year, and it was only because we 
could not get to hear from him that he was not removed. 
Complaints of neglect of duty on his part had been re- 

ceived, was why his removal was discussed; and we 
= didn’t want to act against him without giving him a hear- 
ing. He resigned about the time of the election, I think. 

Second section of the act of April, 1871, gives the au- 
thority to Supervisors to lay off the counties in School 
Districts, and to appoint school directors. 


Qross-examined. by the Committee. 


I did not direct Col. Smith, Major Griffin, and other 
militia officers to refund any of the money they received 


vs 
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except thattas commutation for fuel and quarters, Their 

pay proper, as militia officers, I did not interfere with. 
The copies of letters hereto attached are true copies of 

the originals referred to in my examination by Colonel 


De Gress, 
EDMUND J.. DAVIS. 
Sworn to and sabseribed before me. 
dJ. D. SAYERS. Chairman. 


Neeont! examination of Governor B. J. Daris, by Col. 
De Gresa. 


The publiggpee schools of the State are expected to be 
kept open teù months in the year, with the exception of a 
slight vaeation, and are so regulated by the Board of Ed- 
ucation under the law. From the provision.of the law in 
relation to appointment of Supervisors and their pay, as 
well as the whole tenor of the law and its amendment, it 
is considercd that the Board of Education is authorized 
to direct the schools to be kept open that length of time. 
The first appointments were probaly mostly Republican 
so far as polities are concerned, or rather they were per- 
sons favorable to the public schools. Since the white 
people have commenced aequiescing in them, as they now 
do preity generally, 1 believe that the majority of ap- 
pointments of the school officers are Democratic, or were- 
when they were appointed. Always it was our purpose 
to get persons, as far as we could, favorable to the school 
system, and whenever we found aman competent, though 
he was a Democrat, if he was favorable to the school sys- 
tem, he got his appointment, in some instances even to 
the exclusion of Republican: who applied right along 
side o£ him. The school system, because it was advo- 
eated in the Legislature by the Republicans mainly. and 
oppos:d mainlv by the Democrais, had an appearance: 
of partisanship about it which could not be avoided at 
the commencement, but it was the purpose of the Board 
of'Edueation, and i believe also that of Coionel De 
Gress, to relieve it of that coloring as rapidly as possible. 
This course we have steadily SEE, and [ believe 
now that, from my Information, a larger majority of 
the teachers and officers of the public free schools 
within the State were, if they had polities at oll, of 
the Democratic party when appointed. This was pe- 
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cause of the persons teaching and making teaching a, 
profession within this State during the progress of the or- 
ganization of our public schools. A majority were Demo- 
crais, or were supposed to be. 

The Board of Education did instruct the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction to arrange to employ a lawyer 
to attend the school tax injunction cases in Galveston and 
Williamson counties, and the sum of six huudred dol- 
lars was to be paid Judge Sheeks ior that purpose in 

Galveston county, and tho sum of three hundred and fifty 
dollars in Williamson county. 

I am a lawyer by profession. I would noi, if I were 
practicing law, have done the services pogormed by 
Judge Sheeks for those fees. 7 F 


?ross-evam ined by the Comuna illec. 


Under the law the Governor only approves the appoint- 
ments of the Supervisors. 


Re-evamined by Col. De Gress, 


My recollection is that the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction always consulted with me before making his 
appointment of Supervisors. and cenerally consulted with 
me about other appointments ; not alwars though. 

EDMUND J. DAVIS, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this eighth day of 
April, 1978. 

Jj. ἆ SAYERS, Chairman. 


OPTICE oF BOARD or EDUCATION, 
AUSTIN, Texas, August 5, 1872. 
To Board of Schoot Directors, —— County, Terus: 
Sm: The Board of School Directors of your county 
are hereby authorized, after teachers salaries and the in- 
cidental expenses for the last scholastic year are paid, 
and sufficient money is reserved to pay teachers until 
November 30, 1872, to select sites for building school 
houses, providing, first, those necessary for the country, 
and forward the necessary information to the Swperin- 
tendent's office, to enable him to send plans. 
After the country school houses are so erected, you ean. 
if there be sufficient money remaining on hand, invite 
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bids for the erection of school houses in your towns or 
cities, in accordance with rules and regulations, giving no- 
tice, however, in inviting bids, that such buildings are to 
be paid for in installments—one-fourth of the whole 
amount in installments as the building progresses to com- 
pletion, and the balanee in equal parts in the three scho- 
lastic years from time of completion. 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor. 
WILLIAM ALEXANDER, 
Attorney General. 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction. 


JOHN J. STEVENS, 
Private Secretary. 


A true cos. 


OFFICE or EXCELSIOR Scuoon Mre. Co., 
ST. Lovrs, Mo., October 28, 1872. 
Friend Monteith : 


Your favor of the twenty-second instant, just this (Mon- 
day) morning received. 

“Yes, sir; with any amount of pleasure, I'll tell you 
what I know about Texas. Morris left the W. P. & S. 
F. à year ago, roamed over the United States, and reached 
St. Louis again in August last, strapped, and since has 
been doing my packing, so I can learn nothing in particu- 
lar from him, and don’t know as fam in position to get 
anything out of said company upon the subject. How- 
ever, I will pump them, as I may have opportunity along. 
and write you if I learn anything more than I now recol- 
leet, which is as follows: 

That Kendall, for.the W. P. & S. F. Co., made a con- 
tract with the State Board of Education of Texas, and 
De Gress was the man who put the job trough, and was 
to receive ten per cent. upon the sales for his services. 
If you have looked over the Teras law (school law I 
mean) you will see it is a sort of despotic, army and nay y, 
ed tape regulation affair, in which the State Superintend- 
ent gets the control of everything. There is a regular 
written contract between De Gress and the W. P. & 5. F. 
Co. This I know, and if I am not very much mistaken, 
the commission to De Gress, direct, is ten per cent. I 
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will write you if I can learn anything ore to the point 
than this. 

I have lately scooped the W. P. & S. F. Co. out of two 
or three large contracts, and only Friday last secured 
Lincoln, Nebraska, sixty thousand dollars, P. S. build- 
ing, whipping under the prettiest you ever saw. There 
isa double satisfaction and incentive for both yourself 
and me in pushing this biz: first, of course, is our own 
success ; and second, the keeping of thatamount of tade 
away from said W. P. and S. F, and A. H. A. Go for 
them, and PU play you a harmonious accompaniment at 
this point. 

Ever, 

(Signed) L. 5. Beker. 

The above is a true copy, with the exception of the en- 
siaved heading. 

JNO. J. STEVENS, Private Secretary. 


AUSTIN, November 6, 1872. 
To His Livceliency, Governor E. J. Davis: 

SIR: Ibegleave to state that I have written the St. 
Louis man to come on at once, and that I have other eyi- 
dence to offer when the proper time comes. 

I respectfully venture the assertion that not a school 
desk (save home-made) has been suppliéd to the public 
schools of Texas under the new law that was not fur- 
: nished by the Western Publishing and School Furnishing 
Company, of St. Louis, and ordered by Colonel J. C. De 
Gress. I think the correctness of this statement may be 
asceitained by reference to Mr. Bartholomew, chief clerk, 
or to Mr. Maxwell, in the Department of Education. 

I respectiully submit whether it would be reasonable to 
suppose that Colonel De Gress would purchase for the 
Texas schools, with the public money, $15,000 or more, 
furniture from one party without (as he denies) making 
some agreement with them as toterms. Such an instance 
could hardly be found in the mercantile world. 

Governor, you will pardon me for failing to see any 
more wrong or ‘conspiracy’? indicated in the letter of 
Mr. Parker in our co-operative efforts to get trade legiti- 
mately away from the Western Publishing and School 
Furnishing Company, of St. Louis, than there is in two 
or more members of the Republican party co-operating 
together in an honorable effort to take votes away from 
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ihe Democratic party for the purpose of defeating the 
latter and the success of the former. 

With less concern for the fate of my desk, and the ear- 
nest prayer that the truth may be reached in this matter, 
whoever ib hurts, I have the honor io be, Governor, with 
great esteem, your obedient servant, 

: GEO. MONTEITH. 

A true copy. 

JOHN Δ. SPEVENS, Private Secretary. 


. 
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SPATEVLNT GP AL αν FOUNTAIN, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
Di GRESS. 


My name is 4. Δ. Fountain. 1 reside at El Paso, 
Texas, and am Stare Senator. Lam a practicing attornex 
at law. When we were about to establish schools in ΤῚ 
Paso county, being so remote from the capital, I requested, 
by letter, the Superintendent of Public Instruction to ap- 
point exaininers, and he appointed myself, the judge ef 
that district and an Episcopal clergvman—Dr. Tays. I 
did not τοροῖν» pay for my services as such examiner, 
direetly or indirectly, nor did any of the examiners. T 
do know z peison named H. D. Amity, and have known 
him eight years. He was appointed as a teacher on the 
recommendation of Judge Neweomb and myself as being 
competent, but ina short time after he had commenced 
teaching complaints were made against him for ineffi- 
eiency, whieh upon being investigated, were found to bo 
correct, and he was discharged. At the time of his dis- 
inissal he was off hom his school on a drunkeu spree, 
and bad been absent two weeks. Ina visit I made to his 
school, I found him seated during session with his hat on 
and smoking a pipe. J also learned that he used profane 
language to the children. At the time Mr. Amity ,was 

eacher he also held the position of United States Com- 
missioner. T never did ask Mr. Amily to approve a 
blank bond for me. I was arrested on capias from the 
United States District Cowi, charged with violations of 
the infernal revenue law. 9 
With the eaplas eame a letter of instruetion. from the 
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United States Marshal, directing that I be not unnecessa- 
vily annoyed, but that I be permitted to give bond, the 
amount of which his letter stated. I proceeded with five 
of the most wealthy and influential citizens of El Paso to 
a place where Mr. Amity 1esided—he had no office. Πο 
was intoxicaced and was unable to attend to any business 
A number of citizens went to him next day and requested 
him to open an office somewhere, so that my bond might 
be executed. He was still unfit to attend to business, and 
five days elapsed before he could be indueed to open an 
ofice: and all this was subsequent to his discharge as a 
teacher. On the fifth day he did open an office, when 
T offered again to execute my bond, but he decided that 
mine was not a bailable offense, and thereupon committed 
me to the charge of the marshal. This is tho only trans- 
action regarding a bond that has ever transpired between 
Mr. Amity and myself. He stated in my heaiing that he 

as © getting even" for being discharged from the sehool. 
Of the two thousand or more childien of scholastic age in 
El Paso, but fifteen or twenty speak ithe English tan- 
guage, the balanee being Mexicans : therefore, in employ- 
ing teachers, it beeame necessary to seleet those who 
could speak the Spanish and Engtish languages, and the 
examiners were rescieted to this class, and it was owing 
to the fact of Mr. Amity being acquainted with these lan- 
guages that he was appointed as a teacher. 

A. d. FOUNTAIN. 


Bubseribed and sworn to before me, this fourth of 
April 1873. 
d. D. SAYERS. Chairman. 


+ 
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STATEMENT OU SIDNLY SCUDDER, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 


t ο. DE GRESS. - 


My name is Sidney Scudder. T reside in Galveston. 1 
was one of tue board of school directors of Galveston 
county. T know a person named Monteith. ποῖ him 
in Galveston. He is agent for a school furnishing con- 
cern, Some time last Oetober, T think, Monteith exhih- 

e 
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ited at the office of the board of school directors, a small 
single desk for seating one child. I call it a small single 
desk, because if was less than the usual size of the oidi- 
nary single desk. I am not positive whether it was five 
and thiee quarters of a dollar, or five and one quarter of 
a dollar he asked for the desk. This single desk was the 
only one of any kind I ever saw of this agent, Monteith. 
I believe the board of directors asked the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction to buy four or five hundred double 
desks. The single desks were objected to by the Super 
intendent as being too expensive. The double desks 
furnished cost the county of Galveston somewhere in 
the neighbgrhood of seven dollars apiece. I did make a 
charge against the president of the school board of Gal- 
veston county for collecting commissions on the sale of 
school books to the scholars of the public schools. He 
required. Robinson, the depositary of the sehool books 
in Galveston, to pay him thirty per cent. or he would use 
his influence to have his commission as depositary taken 
fom him, and the books given to some other person to 
be sold. After my appointment on the school 20814, 
T discovered the fact last stated, and immediately re- 

orted it to the Superintendent, and he replied to me 

Υ telling me to prove the charges against the president, 
which I did, and he. the president of the school board, 
was dismissed. 

The charges I preferred against Mr. Griffin were re- 
ferred to the new board, composed of Judge Cole, 
Colonel Patton, Colonel N. B. Yard. 5. M. Edgerly and 
W.S. Davis, and they unanimously sustained the charge 
against Mr. Griffin. The members of the present school 
board of Galveston are regarded by our community as 
men of the very highest standing. We have been very 
successful in procuring good teachers, as the character of 
our schools fully proves. ‘There are no better teachers in 
the State: they, for the most part, are Texans. 


Cross-ere mined by Comin iitee. 
3 
T resigned my position on the sehool board sometime in 
last December, 1 think, and the January following the 
present boaid of directors was organized. Mr. Cole was 
commissioned sometime in December. 1 have resided in 
Galveston sinee sometime before the war; I don’t recol- 
* 
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lect with certainty how long I have known Mr. Griffin, 
but not over two years, anyway ; I was assessor and col- 
lector ot Galveston for several years, and closed up at the 
end of the municipal year, which was in February, 1869, 
at which time Mr. Griffin did not own anything in his 
own name, rendered to me as assessor. I have under- 
stood, from hearsay, that Mr. Griffin owns his residence. 
SIDNEY SCUDDER. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fourth day 


of April, 1873, 
HENRY, of the Cominittee. 


^ 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, | . 


STATE OF TEXAS, 
Personal. | AUSTIN, November 30. 1872. | 
Aly Dear Scudder : 

1 have to-day written you an official communication 
upon the matters presented by you. I am anxious to 
find out whether anything dishonest has been done by 
Major Griffin, and hope you will push your inquiries at 
once, and. get what statements you ean. 

4 


As ever, your friend, : 
(Signed) J. ο. Dx GRESS. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | : 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, EE 


I, James P. Newcomb, Secretary of State for the State 
of Texas, hereby certify that the foregoing, and those 
hereto attached, are true copies of the original communi- 
eations. 3 . 

Witness my hand and official seal at office in the 
[SEAL.] city of Austin, this fifth day of April, A. D. 


1873. 
JAMES P. NEWCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 


: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, | 

, STATE OF TEXAS, ; 

AvsTIN, November 30, 1872. $ 

Captain Sidney Seudder, Member B.S. Da Galveston 
County : 


Sin: Í have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your letter of the twenty-eighth instant, in reference to 
some bills made by the school directors of your county: 
also regarding certain transactions of Ma jor Griffin in the 
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sale of schoo] books. Upon the receipt of Mr. Hennessy's 
bill, I sent a communication to your board, inquiring 
what had been done with stoves purchased last year, to 
which no answer has, as yet. been received. Iwill return 
the bill spoken of to-morrow to the board of directors, 
for investigation and remarks. 

Regarding the per centage received by Major Griffin, 
of Robinson & Co., for the sale of school books, I re- 
spectfully request that vou procure a statement of the 
facts from that firm, and forward the same to this office, 
so that the matter may be fully investigated. 

Please accept the thanks of this department for the in- 
terest you have taken in school matters, and permit me 
to hope that you will assist me in going to the bottom of 
these charges. ; 

Very respectfully, ete., : 
J. €. Dx GRESS. 
Supt Publie Mnstruction. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, l 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, December 15. 1872. | 
Cu plein Ni? ey Seudder. Gaolreston, Teros : 

My Dear Sir: I received. a letter from Mrs. Lyon, 
asking for a position away from Galveston. T feel rather 
delicate about this matter, as her name bas been handled 
rather roughly by different parties in Galveston, and 
should there be any truth in the statements, T would, un- 
der no eirewmzatünees, give her any assignment, and, on 
the other hand. if they are not true, the poor woman 
ought not to suffer for the acts o£ slanderers. You have 
better facilities for learning whether these reports are 
irue; if they are not. I will cheerfully give her a posi- 
tion. 

I wish you would hurzy up those statements of frauds 
in your board. What about the Hennessy bill’ Tt has 
been returned here, signed by Mr. Lawrence, t By order 
of the president." What does this mean’ I wish you 
would find out. I would like to get at the bottom of this. 
T have shown your letter, in which you make the charge 
against Griffin, to the Governor. 

I wish you would ask Judge Cole, of the eity council, 
whether he will accept the position of director, vice Grit- 
fin. I have written Judge Cole on this subject, but am 
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afraid the letter has miscarried. I desire to have him on 
the board to give his counsels when we corngnence build- 
ing school houses in Galveston, which will Le done as 
soon as seven-eights of one per cent. tax suit is de- 
eided. 
i Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. C. De GRESS. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, } 
STATE OF TEXAS. 
AUSTIN, December 20, 1872. | 
Capt. Sidncy Scudder, Galveston, "iras: 

My Dear Sin: Enelosed please find bill of Hennessy, 
with letter of secretary of hoard of school directors, 
which you will see, is signed ‘by order of the president.” 
What ihis means lam ata loss to know. The president 
cannot order another member of the board to do anything, 
as their powers are equal. I wish vou would cry and 
ascertain what this means. T also send you your bill, as 
requested. Return letier of Mr. Lawrence and bill to 
me when you are through with them. I will write to 
Grin to-morrow regarding the money he received from 
the book concern. Griffin has been removed, and I have 
written to Judge Cole, asking him to accept the position, 
and sent him his appointinent as a director. Please see 
him and ect him to accept. 1 would like very much to 
geta man like him, possessed of superior qualities and 
thoroughly identified with the people of Galveston, on 
the board, and if he accepts it will settle at once the en- 
lire Griffin matter. 

As ever, yours, 
(Signed) J. ος Dx GRESS, 


. No. 82. 


TESTIMONY OF HON. WILLIAM ALEXANDER ATTORNEY 
GENERAL. 


My name is William Alexander; I reside in Austin; 
am Attorney General of Texas, and ev officio member of 
the board of education. Col. De Gress called upon me 
for an opinion as to the propriety of paying Col. Charles 
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Parker, who was a detective in the United. States Revenue 
service, for seviees by him rendered at the same time as 
examiner of teachers. l gave an opinion referring to 
the written opinion, a copy of which is now produced, to 
the effect that the person spoken of, Col. Parker, whether 
in the position of examiner or detective, did not hold an 
offices. ] am required by the statute of the Stute to give 
heads of departments legal advice when called upon to 
do so. The Constitution of the State clearly indicates 
that a militia officer may hold any other office at the same 
time. l cannot remember whether 1 gave the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction the opinion hereto attached 
or not. 1 called the attention of the Board of Education 
to the following paragraph from Chase's Manual, pub- 
lished by the United States, viz : f 

“Slate makes the best blackboard. It is really the only 
thing fit. ΑΕ the others are temporary. substitutes, 
eheaperin the beginning but infinitely poorer, and finally 
more costly. They may be ordered through the school 
furnishing establishments, or obtained at the Eagle Quar- 
ries, Vermont, of ‘any required size. They are three- 
fourths of au, iueh thiek ; never get out of vepair ; will 
last for generations, Ji will always pay to get them 
where there are several rooms to be furnished." 

The Superintendent of Publie Instruction was directed, 
by order of the school board, to employ counsel to at- 
tend to school tax injunction cases iu Galveston and 
Williamson counties. Polities never were diseussed in 
the Board of Education, that I ever heard oft 

WILLLAM ALEXANDER, 

Sworn fo and subseribed before me, this fourth day 


of April. 1873, 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman, 
iCopy of Opinion.] : 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

November ο, 1871. > 

There appears to exist in our text books no better defi- 

nition of the legal term ‘office? than that given in Bou- 
vier's Law Dictionary, which is as follows: 

"An offiee is the right to exercise a publie function or 

employment, and to take the fees and emolunents De- 

longing to it." (Shelf on Mortmain, 707 : Cruse’s Dig., 8; 
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Sarbs R., 149, See, also, 2 Gonn, 29; 20 Johns, 420, and 
Ist Murf,463.). Such being the legal import of the term, 
it is clear that an “appointment,” "ageney," or ‘posi- 


ton," which does not amount to a right Ίο exercise a. 


publie funetion or employment, or one whieh does givo a 
right to exercise such function or employment, but to 
which no fees or emoluments are attached, is not, in con- 
tomplation of law, a public office, 

The phrase in section thirty (80) of article three (8) of 
the Constitution, which incorporates the language of. ser- 
tion twenty-five (25) of article three (3) of the constitution 
of (845, “nor shall at the same time bold or exercise any 
two offices or appointments of trust or profit," which is 
followed by a proviso that certain offices (so-called) named 
‘shall not he deemed lucrative?’ without further speci- 
fying that they shall not be deemed offices of trust, has 
been construed ever since the organization. of our State 
government to mean two offices of profit. Offices, iu the 
legal sense of the term, alone, are prohibited to be held 
by a person at the same time. In other words, the pro- 
viso has been construed as though it read ‘shall not be 
deemed lucrative, nor such as are erroneously styled of 
trast.’ The maxim *" Conenunis error (if, Indeed, error 
it be) fecit pro," precludes any officer charged with the 
construction of law from ever attempting to alter or dis- 
turb a construction that has been vequicsced in so long a 
period of time. Indeed, tho legislative department. of the 
government is the only one that is competent to extend 
the inhibition to what are improperly styled offices of 
trust. 

Section forty-five (45) of article twelve (12) of the Con- 
stitution, when considered with reference to the definition 
given above, can only be held to refer to offices" in the 
true legal sense of the term, and cannot faily he eon- 
strued to go further. The word position” is not a legal 
term, and according to Webster's Dictionary, to which as 
a standard dictionary of our language we may refer (sce 
Ram. on Legal Judgments, * 05), means "situation." 

The holding an appointment, agency, nos or situa- 
tion, or so-called office, under the United States or State, 
which is not an office because both duties and pay aro not 
attached (militia officers receiving no pay in time of 
peace), is not incoinpatible with the holding an offiee in 
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the legal sense of the term, and ought nob to preclude a 
State officer from drawing his pay. i 
(Signed) ALEXANDER, Attorney General. 
A true ecpy. 
WM. ALEXANDER, Attorney General. 
April 2, 1873. 


The board mot pursuant to a special call by the Gov- 
-ernor, atthe Governor's office, Saturday, November2, 1872. 
Present, all the members of the board. τ 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction was directed 
by the board to direct the treasurer of the Board of School 
Directors of Wiiliamson county to pay an attorney, to be 
employed by the Superintendent to represent the State in 
- school tax injunction ease then pending in Willianson 
county, a fee of three hundred and fifty dollars (8850) 
United States currency, for attending such case in the 
lower, and if appealed, in the Supreme Court. 


(Signed) EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor. 
(Signed) | WM. ALEXANDER, 

D Attorney General. 
(Signed) J. C. Ds GRESS, Supt. Pub. Inst. 
ai true.copy. 

ISEAL] J. C. DE GRESS., Supt. Pub. Inst. 


The board met at the call of the Superintendentof Pub- 


lie Instruction, atthe Governor's office, December 16, 1872. - 


Present, all the members of the board. : 

The board authorized the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction to employ an attorney to proceed to Galveston 
and there represent the State of Texas in a schoo] tax in- 
junction case, at a Tee not exceeding six hundred dollars 
18600) United States currency, to be paid by the treasurer 
of the Board of School Directors of Galveston county, to 
attend such case in the lower. and if appealed, in the Su- 
preme Court. 


(Signed) EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor. 

(Signed) WM, ALEXANDER, 
Attorney General. 
(Signed) J. €. Dx GRESS, Supt. Pub. Inst. 


AX true copy. f 
[SEAD] J. C, DE GRESS, Supt. Pub. Inst 
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& 
SPATDMENT OF JOHN N. SHAFTER, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS, 


My name is John N. Shafter, and I reside in Austin, 
Travis county, Texas. { am School Supervisor of the 
Eighth Educational District T occupy the position of 
Major in the State militia. I did not draw pay as Super- 
visor and Major of militia for the came time. I drew pay 
as a Supervisor to include from the first to the tenth of 
October, 1871, and from the tenth day of November to 
the thitticth day of November, same year. The law 
allowed me five dollars per Ciem. I drew pay as a militia 
officer from the tenth day of October to the tenth day of 
November, 1871, making thirty days. pay im all, and 
thirty days pay as Supervisor in the same months. 


Cross-eramined by Committee. 


1 keep my office as Supervisor in Mr. Thonrpson’s book 
store, in Austin. Col. De Gress has been in my office. 
The office is rented for twenty-five dollars per month. The 
-office is nearly fifteen by twenty feet. Mr. Thompson 
ases one Of the tables in my office which belongs to the 
Board of School Directors, with my permission, for any 
writing that he sees proper to do on it. My office is sepa- 
rated front the other part of the store by a railing part 
way around it. The railing incloses a space of about ten 
by fifteen feet. Mr. Thompson’s store is a book and sta- 
tionery establishment. Mr. Thompson rents the room and 
owns the goods therein. Mr. Thompson is a member of 
the Board of School Directors of Travis county. 


Re-cramined by Col. De Gress. 


The room was, I think, rented on a lease by the Board 
of School Directors of Travis county, and the Board uses 


Jis room as their office. They never have met any place 


se in the county exeept in that office. 
JOHN N. SHAFTER. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fifth day of 


April, 1873. 
JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


WH 
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No. 84. 
STATEMENT OF W. R. MAXWELL, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. 

My name is Wm. Robert Maxwell. J reside in Austin. 
Ium accountant in the offiee of the' Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. I have made out the accounts of the 
Superintendent against the State since I have been in the 
office. I have been in the office since June, 1871. Ire- 
member making out a voucher for the Superintendent for 
the months of November and December, 1871, and Janu- 
ary, 1872. On the first or second of April, 1872, Inadvert- 
ently, and without looking into the aceount of the Super- 
intendent. I made out his accounts for the months of Jan- 
uary, February and March, 1872. I had the account 
audited at the Comptroller's and collected it at the Treas- 
ary. Some days afterwards [went into the Comptroller’s 
office and Mr. MeCall called my attention to the fact that 
the January account had been paid twice. Isaid I would 
rectify it. Accordingly on the first or second of May, I 
made out a correct account from the first of February to 
the thirtieth of April, 1872, and filed it in the Comptrol- 
ler.s office, with the incorrect account, asa setflenené, and 
it was pronounced as such by the Comptroller. About 
thirty thousand teachers’ accounts have been examined 
and approved in the office of the Superintendent of Pub- 
lie Instruction, including rents and leases, I don't know 
of but five accounts having been approved twice for the 
same time, and they accidentally. 

WM. ROBERT MAXWELL. 

Sworn to and subseribed before me this fifth day of 


April, 1873. 
4. D. SAYERS, Chairman.. 


Ae come ian Rey sete 


No. 85, 


4 
TESTIMONY OF THOS. II. BAKER, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. 


A few days before the adjourned. session of the Legis- 
lature met, in September, 1871, as well as I can now recol- 
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lect, a young lady living in Lockhart, and I will say was 
raised there, came to my house and remarked to methat 
she would like to get a situation in the publie free school 
atthatplaee. She stated that Dr. Searcy, who wasatthat 
time president of the Board of School Directors for said 
‘county, was endeavoring to get another party assigned to 
the school. She thought her claims were the best; that 
she had been raised there, had been educated there and 
had taught several sessions there, both as assistant teacher 
and tcachero private schools, by ber elf, and that she had 
never heard oi ner patrons speaking derogatory ot her τη 
-any way as a teacher or anything else, and she thought 
thatif 1 would speak to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in her behalf she could get the place. I re- 
remarked to her that I would do so; that Twould see Col. 
De Gress, and if the number of scholars would justify, I 
would ask him to assign her. Yeameto Austin ; met Col. 
De Gress in his office; I remarked to him that a very 
worthy young lady at Lockhart had icquested me to ask 
him to assign her to the public school at that place, 
stating at the same time that she held a third class catfi- 
eate, and gave him something of a history of what she 
had done in the way of teaching school. De Gress was 
reading a letter atthe time Iapproaehed him. He said 
to me, Well, sir, that is all right. J am reading a letter 
from Mr. A. B. Price at this time, requesting me to allow 
him another teacher," or words to that effect. The lady 
was assigned to the school. I learned afterwards that 
Dr. Ο. Ὁ. Searey closed the doors of the Campbellite 
Church, jn which the school was being taught, and broke 
up the school. and that a creature by the name of A. B. 
Price, a pliant tool of Searcy’s and a brother Campbellite, 
who had been teaching ihe publie school, commenced 


teaching a private school in the same house, with his wife 


as assistant, she holding the same class certificate of the 
Jady referred to. 

ahe Legislature adjourned. I went home; found no 
publie school in Lockhart; T looked around to see 
Ἡ Y could find a house to buy or to rent; could find 
none to rent or sell for the purpose of a public school 
to be taught therein. The Searcy and Price party had a 
two story frame huilding, known aś the o!d Masonic 
Hall. The Masons met up stais, and the lower story 
had been used for a school room. This house was for sale. 


^ 
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T learned it was offered for six hundred dollars iu gold. 
T said 1 would give seven hundred for it in eurreney, 
which was more than they asked ; but I could not get it, 
nor could any one get it without first agreeing that ne 
publie school should be taught init. This Mr. Ricam 
bow, a carpenter of that place, who was trying to buy 
the house at the time, and did buy it afterwards, told 
me no publie school was taught in H. 

In February, 1872. D. W. Nash eame to Lockhart. 1 
met him. He said he had been essiened to the public 
sechoolat that place, and he had learned in Austin that 
lhad s house ready for him. 1 τος hin if was a mis- 
take: Thad no house, He said he wished I would make 
an effort to eet one. T gave him a history of how the 
matter stood there. (I wil here remark that 1 was notem- 
ployed by the sehool depdrtment, but was doing what I 
could for the benetit of the poor of the town.) i said to 
Mr. Nash that Dwould make another cort to geta house, 
and walked up the street. ] found an old tin shop un- 
oceunied, except some trumpery init. lL went atonce to 
see the owner, and asked him if he would sell the house. 
He said he would. Tiemarked that wished ihe house 
fora school house. He said i could have the house for 
two hundred and seventy-five dollars. I remarked that 
επί gor out that E wished to buy it there would be an 
effort made to keep him from selling it tome. He said I 
-houkl lave it fortheamount named. 1 walked to where 
Air, Nash was, and repoited progress. He walked with 
me to look at the house, and said he thought it would do. 
Teounted the money to Mr. Cahill, the man from whom: 
T parchesed, in the presence Of Mi. Nash, and the schoo! 
opened the following Monday. The two schools were: 
within a short distance of each other. Priee' a scholars 
were so Iusuliüiug, both to Mr. Nash and his scholars, 
that it became necessary for me to moye the house, which 
i did. 

The schools close the last of June, £872. Sometime 
about the. first of September this man Price ealled to see 
me; [had never spoken to. him nor him to me. except 
was introdueed to him in Austin. He made a proposition 
to me (I thought just such a proposition as he bad been 
told to submit bv his masters) that he woukl go iuto the 
school as principal, Mr. Hillier and his wife as assistants 
(his same old eorpsy and [think he said something abont 
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letting Nash go in. F said to him that if I could prevent 
it, Mr. Hillier should not teach. T said ibis for two rea- 
sons: First, I thought Parson Hillier too oid to teach ; 
and if Hillier went into the school there would be a sufi- 
cient number of teachers, and others would be lett out. 
Price said to me that he did not care about Hillier s 
teaching; that he was old and childish, or words to that 
effect, Πο said some of lis filends wished Tiler to 
teach. T said to Price that I had been ireated badly by 
him and his friends, but Í would, notwithstanding that, 
make him a liberal proposition, namely, that E would re- 
commend him as principal. if Mash was willing, his wie, 
Mr. Nash and the lady before referred fo as assistants. 
He would not listen to her going into the sehool. I have 
no idea that Price cared whether she taught in the school 
or not, bul he was bound to obéy orders. Here I wish to 
state that Price said to me at the commence: ment of our 
conversation that ic was not worth while foi, them to try 
to do anything without Y would agree io iu es 1 was run- 
ning De Gress. 1 said to Price that I thought I had some 
induenee with Colone! De Gress, meaning so far as the 
schools in my own county were concerned ; Í knew that I 
ought to have: T was domg about all the work of a prin- 
cipal or inspec.wor without pay. Price came to see me 
again. 1 had seen and heard about enough of him: Twas 
not m so good a humor when he returned again, and cave 
him 19 understand in unmistakable language that the 
school law was a Republican measure, and Democrats, it 
appeared to mi. had a good deal of impudence to even 
intmate that they had any claims or rights so far as pub- 
lie free. sehools were econecrned : they had voted against 
the bill in both branches of the Legisiainie. Πο said hke 
had a talk with Colonel De Gress on thet subject when 
he first entered his offiec ; ho had told De Gross he was δι 
Democrat. 1 inquired. of him if De {ress said it made 
any difference with him (De Gress) whether he was a 
Democrat or a Republican. "ο far as getting a position 
in the schools were concerned, he said no. 

The reason I made that inquiry of Price, I had talked 
on that subject with Colonel De Gress; I hed told him it 
was an outrage (or words to that effect) to assign Demo- 
erats as teachers of publie free schools when there were 
Republicans to be had, unless it was to colored schools, 
aS teaehers were searee that were willing to teaeh said 


’ 
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em 
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schools. The idea of a Democrat expecting, or even 
thinking about teaching a free school after the party op- 

osing it so unanimorsly, appeared absurd to me; 
: S a: ess, however, could not see it in the same light that 

did. 

This man O. O. Searcy, of whom I have spoken, is a 
rule orruin man. If he cannot work in the lead. he does 
not propose to work atall. As to that man Price, who 
has testified before this committee, I would not believe 
anything he would say or swear; he is a pliant tool of 
the anti public school ring in Lockhart. The reason tha 
O. O. Searcy objected to taking the young lady referred 
to, into the school was, he had a brother Campbellite 
preaeher that he wished to have assigned to the school to 
teach penmanship. He stated to me that he was anxious 
to get a man in the school for that purpose. The Price. 
and Searcy party had sent to school to the young lady 
referred to, ior several sessions in Lockhart, and 1 never. 
heard of any of them complaining of her in any way. 
Searcy wished to have his friend and biother in the 
chureh, teach. The trouble with the balance of them 
was, that your humble servant Baker, had had something 
to do in the way of having a teacher assigned. The per- 
sons I reter to in Lockhart as the Price and Searcy party 
are Democrats, and do not like me because I advise and 
counsel the colored people, and endeavor to prevent their 
being swindled out of the proceeds of their labor; and 
they say I influence the colored vote of that county. 
Those people have nothing really against Colonel De 
Gress; they are only mad because they have taken up 
the idea that I have some influence with the Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction. Colonel De Gress never 11115 
mated to me, as I recollect, that he had any measure, or 
anything he wished me to do for him in the Senate. 
When that than Price ascertained that a free school was 


. going to commence, he went to parties and proposed that 


if they would send their children to him, their tuition 
Should not cost them anything. Several availed tliem- 
selves of his offer. 

It will be seen that he and his friends did everything is 
their power to defeat the publie school at that place after 
they tound they could not run it precisely their.own way. 
Tsay they did. 

The publie school established by Mr. Nash, in Lock- 
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hart, numbered some eighty scholars, I think. The 
standing of the Board of School Directors is elegant. 
Two of them are Democrats and the othertwo are betwixt 
and between. The Republican meniber is dead. The- 
ublic free school teachers are from the South. Some 
fifteen or twenty schools have been established in Cald- 
well county. ᾿ 


Cross-examined by Committee. 
Tam Senator from the Twenty-seventh Senatorial Dis- 
trict, and have held the office ever since January, 1870. 
THOS. H. BAKER. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fifth day of 


April, A. D. 1873. - 
JOS. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. 36. 


STATEMENT OF C. CALDWELL, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. 


My name is C. Caldwell. I reside in Navasota, Grimes 
county, and am a member of the Board of School Direc- 
tors of that county. Two of the board are regarded as 
among the most wealthy men in the county ; another 15 à 
merchant and banker of very liberal means; the remain- 
ing member is a poor man, but all of them are of the 
highest respectability. Three of them are classed as 
Democrats and so voted atthe last election; the other 
two are Republicans. I know of no white teacher in our 
county that is not an old citizen, and the character of all 
of them is fair. I have never heard any imputation 
whatever against any of them, but, on the contrary, I 
hear many of them spoken of in very complimentary 

rms. 

I know a man named Norton who taught public school 
in Navasota a short time, and who acted in a disereditable 
manner and then left. He imposed upon the school 
board of the county by making a false report, upon 
which he secured the approval of his report upon which 

94. 
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pay account is based, but the imposition was detected 
and his pay stopped. 


Cross-cxamined by Comiritiee. 


I was present at the last Republican State Convention, 
held in Houston about the fourteenth of May, 1872. I 
have no personal knowledge of how many counties Col. 
De Gress represented in that convention, but from street 
rumors and controversies between the friends of Col. De 
Gress and those who were opposed to him, from ten to 
twenty-five counties were represented by him. If any 
person who was present and was conversant with the ru- 
mors as to the number of counties represented by Col. 
De Gress, were to assure me that the number was greater 
or less, I would acquiesce in his assertion, my recollection 
of the matter being indistinct. 


Re-exa mined by Col. De Gress. 


i have never known of Col. De Gress using his official 
position to secure political influence. 
C. CALDWELL. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me, this seventh day of 


April, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


NO. 87. 


TESTIMONY OF COL, ὧν C. WOOTTERS, WITNESS FOR COL. 
DE GRESS. 


My name is J. C. Wootters. I reside in Crockett, 
Houston county. The board of School directors pur- 
chased a lot from Daniel M. Coleman, in Crockett. Cole- 
man was notindebted to me at that time on private ac- 
count, 1 paid my partner twelve hundred and fifty dol- 
lars in U. 5. Currency, for Coleman and his wife, for the” 
lot. The lotis situated just east of the Methodist church, 
distant, about seven hundred feet from the public square. 
The lot embraces over two and a half acres. There were 
other applicants at the time I purchased for the purchase 
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of the lot, among whom I remember H. W. Beeson, Dr. 
W. H. Denny and Dr. J. B. Smith. Mr. Beeson offered 
the highest price that was made for the lot—twelve hun- 
dred dollars gold. I did not purchase, at that, or any 
other time, a lot from A. T. Monroe. I don’t know of 
the Hon. J. T. Smith ever having protested against the 
purchase of the lot. I never have heard of any of the 
sitizens protesting against the purchase of the lot, or its 
price, but, on the contrary, many of them have ex- 
. pressed themselves to me as perfectly satisfied, both as to 
location and price. Ihave never heard any of the school 
board say that the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
oe the school house as near the public square as pos- 
sible. 

I know a teacher named Burns. I know nothing of 
my own personal knowledge in regard to the shooting 
afiray with which Burns was charged, but I saw the child 
that was hit with one little shot, a few days afterwards. 
l investigated the affair as one of the board of school 
directors. 

1 found but one child hurt. His wife was also shot in 
the left shoulder, I think. After the investigation I 
recommended that Burns be discontinued as a teacher, 
which was done. He has nottaughta publie school since. 
T never refused to pay teachers their pay vouchers unless 
they traded at our store, but ou the contrary have paid 
them their money when I knew they owed us. 

Contracts for the building of school houses were let to 
the lowest bidder. The plans and specifications were 
exhibited to any who wanted to see them, and I made a 
public announcement of the matter before the contracts 
were awarded. There were seven school houses built, and 
one bought in our county. The school houses are as well 
built as any work in the country. Some of the framing 
was green. I have had considerable correspondence with 
the Superintendent of Public Instraction, all tending to 
the advancement of the interests of public schools. No 
teacher has been appointed to teach free schools since the 
first of September, 1872, in Houston county, without re- 
ceiving the indorsement of the patrons. The large ma- 
jority of the teachers of our county are ladies and gen- 
tlemen of high tone and standing; most of them are old, 
residents of the State. Politics have never been discussed 
between us. Three of the school board are Democrats; 


- 


- 
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one a Republican, und the other, I don’t think, has voted. 
since the war. The character of the board of directors is 
good. I know the school inspector, D. W. Steele; he is 
a minister of the Gospel, and. his character is good. 
know Mr. Thomas; he is an inspector of schools; his 
standing is good, and his politics Democratic. He at- 
tended and participated in the Democratic Convention. I 
am a Democrat. I pay between four and six hundred 
dollars sehool tax. 


Cross-examined by the Committee. 


Daniel M. Coleman owed the firm, of which I am a 
member, at the timé I paid my partner the money. His 
account amounted to about four hundred and fifty dol- 
lars ; about two hundred dollars of it was settled in a day 
or two after I paid Mrs. Coleman for the lot. Yam treas- 
urer of the board of school directors of Houston county. 

J. C. WOOTTERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this seventh day of 


April, A. D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


E 


No. 88. 


TESTIMONY OF STANLEY WELCH, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. 


My name is Stanley Weleh. Iresidein Austin. Τ was 
employed in the office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, as a clerk and as an examiner of teachers, I 
am positive as to the month, but the only instance in my 
knowledge of having two vouchers approved was in this 
wise: At my solicitation, expecting the absence of 
Colonel De Gress, he approved a voucher for me as clerk 
in the educational department, which was left with me ; 
the Colonel leaving on an inspection trip of the schools. 
In a few days after he approved the voucher I was ap- 
pointed an examiner of teachers, and was likewise called. 
away from the city of Austin, leaving the voucher in the 
hands of my attorneys, Messrs. Raymond ἃ; Whitis. 
This voucher amounted to one hundred and fifty dollars. 
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On the morning of my return, or it may have been the 
day after my return, I went to Colonel De Gress, who 
had also returned, and asked instruction as to the makin 
out of my voucher for examiner's services. I suggeste 
the issuance of a voucher for the difference between my 
salary as clerk in the office and pay as an examiner ; was 
informed by him that the services were of two different 
characters. I then asked the Colonel to approve my 
voucher for my services rendered as an examiner, assur- 
ing him that I would go at once and take up the voucher 
for clerical services. The Colonel seemed very much an- 
noyed at my allowing the voucher to go out of my hands. 
But approving the voucher, I immediately left to take up 
the one that had been previously issued. On leaving the 
office I met Mr. Maxwell, and explaining the circumstan- 
ces to him, he told me Mr. Hamilton was over at the 
Comptroller's office, and would collect my voucher. I 
immediately went over to the Comptroller's office. The 
clerk had drawn a warrant, but not yet torn it out of the 
book. 1 told him the nature of my claim, and he told me 
the easiest way to remedy it would be to have Col. De 
Gress approve a voucher for the difference between my 
pay as clerk and pay as examiner, 1 told him this could 
not be done, as the different expenditures came under 
different heads. He then saw Mr. Philips, aud the mat- 
ter was arranged by issuing a warrant of the same num- 
ber as that for which the first amount had been drawn, 
and destroying the first warrant. I asked for the return 
of the first voucher. Mr. McCall, the clerk, said he would 
retain it, so as to explain the changes upon the stub of 
his warrant book, butatonce, and in my presence, marked 
- the voucher '(canceled." T left the employ of the Edu- 
cational Department on the twenty-second day of last 
January-—Tuesday, I think. 


Cross-ecamined by the Committee. 
J am the assistant editor of the State Journal, and also 
business manager of that paper. 
STANLEY WELCH. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this seventh day of 


April, A. D. 1873. | 
Í. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 
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No. 39. 


STATEMENT OF SENATOR WEB. FLANAGAN, WITNESS FOL 
COL. DE GRESS. 


My name is Webster Flanagan. Lreside in Henderson, 
Rusk county, Texas, and am Senator of the Fifth Dis- 
trict. I know the old Board of School Directors of Rusk 
county. Ithink I know how they expended the school 
money. <A large amount of the tax collected was spent 
by them in building school houses, and. continued in this 
course until complaints were made to the Superintendent 
of Public Instructidn, who ordered them removed. Iam 
informed that neither the State norcounty have any title 
on these school houses. I was on the bond of the present 

« treasurer of the school board. and examined their books 
and found that no title had been made. They had no 
politics; they stood well in the community; I regard them 
all as good and honest men, but they know nothing about 
ihe business they were appointed to attend to. 1 don’t 
know of a Northern foie in the county at this time; 
they are mostly Southern, and many of them belong to 

,  theecounty. 1 know of Colonel De Gress visiting Rusk 
eounty; he was there at the time of the removal of the 
School Board and à new board appointed upon my recom- 
mendation. I have never known the Superintendent to 
make any appointment on political grounds. Four out of 

the five now comprising the board are Democrats, but as 
'&ood men as ever lived, and were recommended by me be- 

eause of their honesty and efficiency. 
WEBSTER FLANAGAN, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this eighth day of 


April, A. D. 1873. 
Jj. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. 40, 


STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES P. NEWCOMB, WITNESS FOR 
COL. DE GRESS. 


My name is James-P. Newcomb, and I reside in Austin, 
Texas. Jam one of the proprietors of the State Journal. 
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Majér Stanley Welch is employed in that office. He was 
employed some time about the twenty-second or twenty- 
third of January last. 


Cross-evcamvined by the Committee. 


Major Welch aided me in some book-keeping matters 
prior to the date at which he began to receive a salary. 
JAMES P. NEWCOMB. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this eighth day of 


April, 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


NO. 41. 


STATEMENT OF W. D. CAREY, WITNESS FOR COLONEL DE 
GRESS, 


My name is W. D. Carey. I reside in San Antonio, 
Texas. lam supervisor of the Ninth Educational Dis- 
trict. I was supervisor of the Twenty-second District in 
1871. In the latter part of 1871 I received a communica- 
tion from the p of the Lockhart school, Mr. A. B. 
Price, stating that the school was rapidly filling up and 
needed another teacher. I found, upon visiting the town 
of Lockhart, that the assignment of Miss Tennessee Wil- 
son was desired by a very large and respectable portion 
of the community. I learned, also, that application for 
her assignment had been made by Senator Baker and 
others. The only opposition to her assignment that I 
know of was by Dr. Searcy. He e ber assignment 
upon the grounds of her being a lady, and wanted a gen- 
tleman to teach penmanship, who was then a preacher in 
the Campbellite Church. He had promised to lease the 
church to the State for fifty dollars per month, but stated. 
that he would not close the contract if Miss Wilson was 
assigned, or any one else to whom he was opposed. 
Shortly after this I assigned Miss Wilson {ο the school, 
whereupon Dr. Searcy closed the house. I then assigned 
the other teachers, to-wit, Mr. Price and lady to Clinton, 
De Witt county, and Mr. Hillyertoa school on Plum creek, 
Caldwell county. The teachers declined the assignments. 
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Price called a,meeting of the citizens, and announced. that 
he would open a private school at once. Dr. Searcy and 
Mr. Price seemed unwilling to conform to the rules and 
regulations in the matter of the assignment of teachers, 
and expressed their determination to break up the free 
school or have everything their own way. I never stated 
to Mr. Price or any one else that if I did not appoint Miss 
Wilson I would lose my official head. 

My district comprises fifteen counties. Most of the 
teachers in the district, so far as I know, are Democrats. 
The general standing of the majority of the school board 
is good, though they comprise all shades of politics. 

W. D. CAREY. 


΄ 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this eighth day of 


April, 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


No. 49. 


STATEMENT OF REV. δ. G. LIEB, WITNESS FOR COLNEL 
DE GRESS. 


My name is J. G. Lieb. I reside in Brenham, Wash- 
ington county, Texas. Iam inspector of public schools 
in that county. I was supervisor of the twenty-ninth Ju- 
dicial District, in 1871. Up to the latter part of last 
month a little over thirteen thousand dollars of the school 
tax had been turned over to the treasurer of the school 
board of Washington county. In the counties of Fayette 
and Washington there were about seventy-five free 
schools. The teachers were recommended by the patrons 
of the schools. The character of the teachers at the be- 
ginning was quite different from what itis now. I had 
to discharge one of them for being a drunkard, and two 
others, colored men, for incompetency. The general 
character of the teachers at this time isgood. The present 
directors are honest men. I have met with a great deal 
of opposition in the establishing of schools in that county. 
The opposition came mostly from the former slave holders 
and politicians. I don’t know of any partiality being 
shown by the Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
teachers. Mr. Rucker, as a teacher, is twenty-five years 
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behind the times. In 1871 there were about forty free- 
white schools and ten free colored schools in Washington 
ος and now twenty-five white and three colored. 
schools. There was nobody to be found in the county 
who would be willing to teach a colored school. I did 
dismiss Albert Parker and Mr. Neeley for incompetency. 

Some of the teachers who came from the North were in-- 
vited by me, and their qualifications were first rate. 

When Mr. Rucker resigned he wrote letters to nearly all 
the teachers, telling them they had better resign, as they 
would get no pay. The reason the teachers in that county 
have not been paid is because the politicians have ad- 

vised the tax-payers notto pay their school tax. 


Cross-examined by Committee. 

Iam a minister of the Gospel, and vote the Republican 
ticket, and was a member of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of 1868 and 1869. 

Re-examined by Cot. De Gress. 
I have not mixed with politics since my connection with 


the school. 
l J. G. LIEB. 
Sworn to and subscribed. before me, this eighth day of 


April, A. D. 1873. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


NO. 43. 


STATEMENT OF TOM HAYNIE, WITNESS FOR COLONEL 
DE GRESS. : 


My name is Thomas Haynie, and I reside in the town 
of Lampasas. I am secretary of the Board of School 
Directors of Lampasas county. I regard the men who 
comprise the School Board of our county as being of the 
first of the county. They stand four Democrats to one 
Republican. The teachers, [ think, are as good as are in 
the country. The people of our county seem to be well 
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‘satisfied with the public free schools, as they are all ¥vell 


TOM H. HAYNIE, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ninth day of 


April, 1878. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


: attended. 


—— 


No, 44, 
“STATEMENT OF IRVING EGGLESTON, WITNESS FOR COL. 
DE GRESS, 


My name is Irving Eggleston. I reside in Austin, and 
I am clerk in the Attorney Generals office, and have 
been connected therewith since September, 1870. Some- 


- 


‘time within the last eighteen months, I don’t know when, . 


"the Attorney General directed me to give to the Superin- 
tendent of Publie Instruction a copy of an opinion de- 
fining the meaning of the term office," and of which 
the copy attached to the Attorney General's evidence is a 
irue copy, and which was delivered to Colonel De Gress 


. more than a year since. 
IRVING EGGLESTON. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this ninth day of 


April 1978. 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman, 


No. 45. 
"TESTIMONY OF E. RAVEN, WITNESS FOR COL. DE GRESF. 


My name is E. Raven. I reside in Austin. I ama 
book-binder. Ihaveexamined the teacher's register, and 
would not be able to do the ruling and binding for less 
than a dollar and a half apiece. Within the last three 
or four years I have done nearly ten thousand dollars 
worth of work. I do not think that the work could be 
ione for less except in Galveston or Houston, and they, 
the binders and printers, complain that I do work for less 
iban they do there. 

E. RAVEN. 


April, A. D. 1878. 


TESTIMONY. 139 
Storn-to and subscribed before me, this ninth day of 
1. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


s 
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No. 46. H 


TESTIMONY OF MISS TENNESSEE WILSON, A WITNESS FOR 
'COL. DE GEESS. 


About the first day-of September, A. D. 1871, I applied 
to and received from W. D. Carey, Supervisor of the 
"Twenty-second District, a third class certificate as teacher 
in the State free school. About the same time I asked 
him to assign me at Lockhart, where I was raised and 
educated for the most part. Mr. Carey informed me that 
for the present he could not assign me at Lockhart, but so 
soon as the school increased to require the assistance of a 
fourth teacher, I should have the position I sought. 

In the meantime the same place wasapplied for by au- 
‘other lady. Having taught school at the same place, to 
ithe satisfaction of-all my patrons, many of them urged 
me to persist in my endeavors to obtain the position; and. 
limmediately applied to Senator Baker, who resided at 
Lockhart, to use his influence in my behalf with the Su- 
"perintendent. 

Col. Baker was one of my mother's nearest neighbors; 
had been one of my patrons when I taughtschool. I had 
known him as long as I could remember, and I asked his 
intercession because of his official position, his supposed 
acquaintance with Colonel De Gress, the Superintendent, 
and his well known solicitude in the public school enter- 
prise. He did intercede with the Superintendent, and 
procured me the assignment; but my success proved a 
great misfortune rather than a blessing to me, as I became 
at once, through the influence and instigation of Dr. O. O. 
Searcy (president of the board of directors), the victim of 
unmeasured and unjustifiable persecution. The “head 
and front of my offending," in the estimation of Mr. 
Searcy, was that Senator ‘Baker had procured me the 
place. He became very indignant, and threatened to re- 
sign his place as president of the board, if I should at- 
tempt to discharge my duties as teacher in the publie 
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school. Finding that his threat would have no effec® be- 
submitted to me, through Senator Baker, the proposition 
that I should teach in the ‘“‘ Masonic Hall," to be fitted up 
for that purpose, and those who wished could withdraw 
from the free school and patronize me. There was no- 
reason for such an arrangement as this, and in the then. 
condition of affairs, superinduced through the cruelty 
and injustice of Dr. Searcy’s tongue and conduct toward. 
me, I could not accede to the proposition, however fair, 


without prejudice to my reputation as ateacher and lady. ' 


I therefore sent for Dr. Searcy, and asked him to tell me, 
without evasion, the cause of his hostility tome. He re- 
lied substantially, ‘‘Personally, none in the world. 
our reputation as a lady and teacher are acceptable im. 
every sense of the word. I have patronized you when J 
would no other lady, but I do object to your going into 
this school, and these are my reasons: If I consent to: 
your teaching in said school, 1 will have to fight the rela-- 
tives of the other lady applicant (naming several of them). 
These relatives have asked me to assign this other lady, 
and I know if I do, the paron will object and force me- 
to dismiss her because of her Ὃ and I have: 
pone them that πο other lady should have the place 
ut her, and that if any person was employed. she should. 
be. He added that the lady's relatives had been kind 
to him in distress, and that gratitude imposed an obliga- 
tion upon him, as well as the fear of incurring their ill 
wil. I remarked, that I thought it unjust toward me, 


that I should be kept out of employment because he, as . 


the officer of the public in school matters, should exclude 
me, from fear of giving offense to the friends of a teacher 
whom he regarded as incompetent. He replied, ** Yes, I 
know it, and you don’t regret it as much as I do: for a 
great many of the patrons have requested me to assign 
you, whereas but two persons (naming them), éxcept the 
relatives of the other applicant, have recommended her. 
He assigned another reason against my preferment, as 
follows: ‘*That penmanship had been much neglected: 
at Lockhart, in the schools, and that he wanted 
brother. 6 vcs eee ss , & preacher in the Doctor's church, 
who was a good penman, to take the place and 
devote himself exclusively to teaching penmanship, 
and if you become the teacher he can not; and bo- 
sides (he concluded), I am opposed to female teachers. 


E 
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anyhow, and pus male teachers altogether, and if he 
were to agree to take one, you would be my choice above 
all others, but for the reasons above referred to." He 
then repeated the proposition about my taking a school 
in the Masonie Hall. I told him I had advised with my 
friends (those who desired io patronize me), and that 
they objected now to the arrangement, and thatif the 
proposition had. been made before the school commenced, 
and before such clamor had been raised by himself and 
combination against me, they would have agreed to it, 
as well as myself ; but that now, acting under the advice 
of my friends, and in accordance with my own sugges- 
tions of what was due to my reputation, could not yield. 
to the proposition; and that I would contend for my 
place; and that to this course I was urged by my friends 
and former patrons. Seeing my determination, the prim- 
cipal, A. B. Price (who, with his wife—his assistant—are 
also members of the same church of which the Doctor 
is one of the deacons), addressed a letter to the Superin- 
tendent hostile to me and my aspirations, he the said 
Price, acting under the manipulations of the Doctor, 
as I am informed. For when I asked him for my 
place, he told me he wanted an assistant, had written 
to Colonel De Gress to assign him one, and that it 
was immaterial who filled the place provided they were 
worthy and competent; that he was a stranger, and he 
would send forthwith forthe Doctor; held a private inter- 
view with Dr. Searcy, and then informed methat he could 
not receive me. Soon after, W. D. Carey, supervisor, 
came with instructions to place me in the school, when 
Dr. Searcy, learning the intention of Mr. Carey, closed 
the doors of lis church (the same being used as the 
school house), and dismissed the school. Two weeks 
after this Mr. Price, his wife and the Rev. Mr. Hillyer, re- 
sumed teaching the school, when receiving my instruc- 
tions from Mr. Carey, the supervisor, I again presented 
myself to him, asking for employment. Mr. Price abso- 
Iutely and positively refused to receive me, remarking 
that he only had the use of the church, with the under- 
standing that E was not to be a teacher of the publie 
schoolin it. This I reported to Mr. Carey, when he as- 
signed thesaid teachers to other sehools, by which the 
sehool was again broken up. The said Price and his 


* 
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assistants then and there organized an independent school 
out of the pupils in daily attendance. ` 

Then, through the same instrumentality (Dr. Searcy), 
the enterprise at Lockhart was turned unqualifiedly into- 
a political matter, and the cause assigned for objection to 
me was popularly known to be that Thad procured the in-- 
fluence of Senator Baker to secure me the position; that 
no one whom he recommended should teach school in 
Lockhart, and that the independent school should be 
maintained in τοι to the publie school, to defeat 
anything in which Senator Baker might express or exer- 
cise a public interest. The sole cause of the defeat of the 
public school at Lockhart I attribute to.the influence of 
Dr. Searcy, and the combination which he was enabled 
to organize through his church, and the prejudice of 8 
political nature existing αἰτοῦ against public free schools, 
and I might add, his own personal vanity and desire te 
rule in the small town of Lockhart, which he has sought 
to gratify at the sacrifice of the best interests of the com- 
munity in which he lives, and in part by means odious to 
all honorable men, to-wit, the abuse of a weak-and de- 
fenseless woman. 

‘ TENNESSEE WILSON. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me this ninth day of 


April A, D. 1873. : 
J. D. SAYERS, Chairman. 


Νο, 41. 
' 


STATEMENT OF JOHN D. MORRISON. WITNESS FOR COL. 
DE GRESS. 


My name is John D. Morrison. I reside at present in 
Austin, recently at Round Rock, J was appointed Ex- 
aminer of Teachers during the months of July and Au- 
gust. Ireceived my appointment from Col. De Gress, 
Superintendentof Public Instruction, on recommendation 
of Dr. Masterson, of Round Rock. My instructions were 
as follows: “I do not want the question of politics to 
influence you or enter in anywise into the examination οἱ 
teachers. You will recommend for certificates or reject 
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according to the merit or demerit of the applicant, irre- 
spective of his political status.” Iam a Democrat; never 
voted any other ticket in my life. 

JNO. D.. MORRISON. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me, this ninth day of ` 


April, A. D: 1878. 
J.D. SAYERS, Chairman. . 


en es 


* 
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STATEMENT OF V. J. STIRMAN, WITNESS FOR COLONEL. 
. DE GRESS.. 


My nameis V. J. Stirman. I reside in Kaufman, Texas. 
[hold the position of treasurer of the board οἱ. school 
directors of that county. The character of the board is 


good, Excepting some complaints of ineompeteney and ` 


drinking, I have heard nothing against the teachers. As 
a general thing, the teachers are moral men and qualified. 
Complaint was made of one of the teachers, who was in 
the habit of getting drunk, to Dr. McKay, the supervisor, 


who told him thatif he would get up a petition among. 


the patrons of the school requesting that he be retained, 
he would allow him to remain. When-I saw him with 
the petition it had five or six signatures of the patrons to 
it. Heis still teaching school. Our inspector 18 a Demo- 
crat, There are four Republicans and one Democrat on 
the board of directors; they are all freeholders and in 
moderate circumstances. There is but-one teacher in 
Kaufman county but was raised inthe South. 1 have 
known the Superintendent of Public Instruction to use 
his official position for political influence. If my memory 


serves me right, we have twenty-five teachers In our: 


sounty, fonr of whom only are Republicans. 
V. J. STIRMAN. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me, this ninth day of 


April, À. D. 1873. . 
J. D..SAYERS, Chairman. . 


- λα γαν 
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“Tucker, Poter........]..... do..... lAug. 81, 1871| 40 00 
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No. 49. 


List of employces in office of the Superintendent of Publio Instr uction, at 


Austin, Texas, from May 9, 1871, to February 28, 1913. 


H 


Name. Appointed. | Discharge rate. 


phe SOON a. 


June 80, 1871] $110 00 


C: —— 


Duveneck, G......... May 9, 1871 


McKay, Malcolm...... May 11, 187 June 10, 1871) 195 0 


Fowler, A. J......... May 1 18 1871 une 30, 1871] 195 00 
Bartholomew, E. C....|June 1, 1871;In service...|!2000 00 
Maxwell, W. R.......]..... ᾱο...........ᾱο,.... 11800 00 
Owsley, C. B........ .do..... ‘Oct. 31, 1872) 197 50 
Cole, "William.......- July 1, 187i July 31, 1871] 125 00 
Parsons, A. R........]..... do...... ‘Sept. 30, 1871| 125 00 
Larmour, J........... July 3, 18T1'May 31, 1872] 150 00) 
Covert, W. E........ July 21, 1871 Dec. 31, 1871} 110 00 


McKibbin, R. P.. ...iAug. 11, 1871 Oct. 31, 1872; 125 00 
Swisher, J. M., Jr... Aug. 8, 1871July 31, 1872} 100 00 
Do...... ....... (Aug. 1, 1872 Sept. 17, 1872 115 00 


Ὅο....,. .. κε νεν.]Ὁος, 21, 1872 Oct. 31, 1872; 115 00; 
Do....... ret .INov. 1, 1872 In service. 125 00j 
Cory, D. Υ.......... [Aug. 14, 1871jAug. 20, 187 i| 125 00 
Johns, R. B...........]Bept. 1, 1871 Mar. 31. 1872| 110 00 
Do...... iere ADN 1, 1872 Aug. 31,1872} 125 00 
Johnson, James H....iSept. 1, 1871 ‘Sept. 30, 1871; 40 00 
Chapman, E. O.......jSept. 6, 1871In service.. |, 125 00 
Dickerson, Alexander.|Oct. 1, 1871!Dec. 19, i871, 40 00 
Welch, Stanley ..... Dec. 1. 1871une 30, 1872] 150 00 
Do.. ... cece anes [Aug 1, 1872! Jan. 21, 1873; 150 00 
Carroll, Υ.Ο......... (Dec. 1, 1871! Oct. 14 1872 2| 125 0 
T" νου, 10, 1i812:Dee οἱ, 1872; 125 00 
Roddy J.P... Dec. 19, 1871lMay 31, 1872| 137 50! 
MEE p.e DC, i, 1872 Tn service.. ; 187 90; 
spencer, John........iDec. 20, 1871 Feb. 29, 1872) 40 00 
Evans, A. O .. ..... Jan. 9, 1872 Jan. 31, 1872) [00 00 
Jenning, R. E........ Jan. ΠΠ do. ! 00 00 
Doughty, S. J...... Feb. 1, 1872 Feb. 29, 1872. 100 00 
Sjoberg, H......... ‘Feb, 18, 1872 Sept. 30, 1872; 195 00 
Ὅο..........ν... (Oct. 1. 1977 Tan. 91, 1873: 137 50 
Do..... eo jFeb. 1, 1873 In service. | 150 00 
Wadsworth, J. "WW. eero Mar 1, 1872, May 31, i872 195 00 
Hughes, Robert. ......]..... do. ..;Dec. 81 i872 40 00 
"Do...... prer Jun. 17, 1 1873In service ... 0 00 
Gallant, L. Ja vase Mar, 4, 1872 June 30,1872 100 00 
Wren, Oliver........- Mar. 11, 187 72: Mar. 31,1872: 100 00 
Horstman, Alfred..... Mar. 15, 1879. July 50, 1872 110 00 
Ὅο............ν. Áug. 1, 1872:In service. 125 00 


Placide, Vincent..... June 1, 1872 June 30. 1875 75 00 
Yearly rate. 


q. Monthly Amount 


paid. 


$194 33 
150 66 
125 00 
179 16 

3409 97 

8150 00 

2337 50 
125 00 
918 00 

1040 00 
591 66 

1888 98 

1176 66 
180 16 

98 33 
900 00 
29 16 
770 00 
625 00 
40 00 

2229 16 
105 33 

1050 00 
855 00 

1808 33 
212 50 
742 50 
412 50 

94 66 
96 66 
63 83 
100 00 
950 00 
500 00 
150 00 
373 00 
400 00 


58 07 


390 00 
$6 06 
498 86 
875 00 
75 00 


E 
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List of cmployecs in office of the Superintendent ef Public Instruction, at 
Austin, Teras, from May 9, 1871, to February 28, 1873—Continued. 


ο. ην rd 
Name.. Appointed | Discharged, Monthy! pc 
Morrill, Ν.Ο, ..... {July 1, 1872|]In serviec. .ἱ 125 00! 1,000 00 
Stoddard, 1. S. . " July 5, 18721Aug. οἱ, 1872]. 125 00; 233 33 
Marchildon, A W... jSept.16, 1872]In service. .j 100 00, 330 00 


H 
Iul, W. W. ........1Nov. 11, 1872].. ..do.....! 110 00, 405 87 
Houston, A. J........|Nov. 12, 1872iJan. 31, 1873) 100 00, 263 33 


Moore, J. δεν ων ee. ee Dec. 19, 187 2}Jan, 11, 1973; 125 00 99 99 
Waltz, Wm.... ..... Jan. 1.1873Jan 10, 1973| 40 005 — 2133 
Briggs, Henry.. . ...|Feb. 3, 1873:In service.. | 100 00' 95 38 
James, E. L . . , «σου, 10, 18134. μας |^ 100 00 70 00 
| | l l 231,954 52 

No. 20. y 


CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC AC- 
. COUNTS. : 
Statements af amounts drawn upon requisition by J. C. 
De Gress, Superintendent Publie Instruction, State of 
Texas, : 


December 8, 1871, requisition for............... 830,000 
January 2, 1872, requisition for........... es. 70,000 
February 12, 1872, requisition for............ . 25,000 
Mareh 1, 1872, requisition for.... .. .... .. .. 40,000 
August 14, 1872, requisition or.. ........ . . 50,000 
4235, 000: 


, Copy ot each requisition accompanying. 

OrrrcE SUPT, PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, } 

STATE or TEXAS, - 

AusTIN, December 8, 1871. | 

Required for payment of teachers and employés of the 
Bureau of Education, under section three of an act en- 
titled ** An act supplementary to and amendatory of an 
act entitled an act to organize and maintain a system of 
public free schools in the State of Texas, approved Aprit 

104 : j 


* 
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24, 1871, approved November 29, 1871," the sum of fifty 


thousand dollars. 
š J. C. Dr GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


Approved. 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor State of Texas. 
Hon. A. Brxpsos, 
Comptroller of Publie Accounts. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, January 2, 1872. 
Required for payment of teachers and employés, under 
section three of an aet entitled ** An act supplementary to 
and amendatory of an act entitled an act to organize and 
maintain a system of public free schools in the State of 
Texas, approved April 24, 1871, approved November 29, 
1871," the sum of seventy thousand dollars (870,000). 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 


EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor. 
Ilon. A. BrEDsoOE, 


Comptroller of Publie Accounts. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
State OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, February 12, 1872. 
Required for payment of teachers and employés of the 
Bureau of Education, under section three, hated sixty, 
General Laws of 1871, second session, approved November 
29, 1871, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars’ 


Approved. 


($25,000). 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 
Approved. Y 


EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor. 
Hon. A. Brepsox, 
Comptroller of Publie Accounts. 


OFFICE BUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
l AUSTIN, 'U'EXAs, March 1, 1872. i 
Required for payment of teachers and employés, under 
section three of " Anact supplementary to and amendatory 


---- 
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of an act entitled an act to organize and maintain a sys- 
tem of publie free schoolsin the State of Texas, approved 
April 24, 1871, approved November 29, 1871," the sum 
of forty thousand dollars ($40,000). 

' J. C. Du GRESS, 


Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


Approved. l 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE Or TEXAS, | 
Austin, August 14, 1872. 
Required for payment of teachers and employés, under 
section, three of an act entitled ‘‘An act supplementary 
to and amendatory of an act entitled an act to organize 
and maintain a system of public free schools in the State 
of Texas, approved April 24, 1871, approved November 
29, 1871," the sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 
. J. C. Dr GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


Approved. 
EDMUND J. DAVIS, 
Governor, State of Texas. 
$2000. CINCINNATI, Ono, Dec. 8, 1871. 


Five days after delivery of 2000 registers, please pay 
to the order of the Elm Street Printing Company two 
thousand dollars, value received, and charge the same to 
account of , Adams, Blaekmer and Lyon Publishing Com- 

any. 

ES ο. C. BLAOKMER, Treasurer. 

To J. C. Dx Gress, Austin, Texas. 


Deduct. twenty-seven. dollars for twenty-seven books 
short, and collect in full of draft, $1973. 
ELM ST. PRINTING CO., 
. C. E. BABB, Treas. 
Pay Raymond & Whitis, or order, for collection. 
EVANS & CO. 


CINCINNATI, February 16, 1872. 
J. C. Dx Gress, Austin, TEXAS, 
To Elm Street Printing Company, Dr. 
1978 registers for schools, at 81....νεονεεννενόννννν $107: 


^o 
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OFFICE SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, Feb. 22, 1872. | 
Examined and approved. 
J. C. Dre GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 


The original order was for 2000 registers, but by some 
miscount of the printer or binder the number fell short 
twenty-seven books, and so credit on the draft. 

* 


THE STATE OF Texas Ὃ 
To J.C. De Gress, Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling through the 
counties of Bastrop, Washington, Austin, : 
Grimes, Brazos, Robertson, IIarris and Galves- 
ton, and returning to Austin, from the twentieth 
of July, 1871, to the fifth of August, 1871, on 
business connected with the Bureau of Educa- 
tion, State of Texas....,....... dove ce te $120 50 
One hundred and twenty dollarsand fifty cents. 


I certify that the above aecount is correct and just; 
that the expenses were incurred as stated, and that they 
were necessary to the public service. . 

J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction, State of Texas, 


Tur STATE OF TEXAS i 
Του. C. De Gress, 
. Supt. Public Instruction, Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling through the 
counties of Hays, Comal and Bexar, on official 
business, from the thirteenth to the nineteenth of 
August, 1871, and return to Austin. ......... ..871 60 
J. ο. De GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction, State of Texas. ' 


. AUSTIN, Texas, October 9, 1871. 
THE STATE OF TEXAS ; 
To J. C. De Gress. 
Supt. Public Instruction, Ὅν 

September 6 to 11 inclusive.—For expenses in- 

curred in traveling through the counties of Bell, 

Falls, McLennan and Bosque, and return to 

AUS eae uoce eh apes ONG ο ο HIFP EAE $50 00 


^ 
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Sept. 12 to Oct. 7, 1871.—For expenses incurred 
in traveling through the counties of Bastrop, 
Washington, Austin, Brazos, Harris, Robert- 
son, Limestone, Navarro, Ellis, Dallas, Tarrant, 
Denton, Collin, Grayson, Fannin, Lamar, Delta, 
Hopkins, Hunt and Kaufman, and return to 
SAL SIM ο μα ο ULP $275 00 


[I ree eee 


OLA vet ο ο dp Sita ο $925 00 


1 certify that the above account is correct. 
J. C. DE GRESS, 
Supt. Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 


STATE OF TEXAS 
Το J. ©. De Gress, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. Dy. 
For traveling expenses incurred in visiting the 
counties of Hays, Comal and Bexar, on official 
business, from the thirteenth to the nineteenth of 
December, 1871, and νοίπιση.................... $65 00 


J certify that the above account is correct. l 
: J. C. Dr GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction, State of Texas. 


THE STATE oF TEXAS 
To J. C. De Gress. Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling on official busi- 
ness, through the counties of Washington, Austin, 
Walker, Montgomery, Harris and Galveston, and 
in returning to Austin, from the eleventh to the 
twenty-sixth of January, 1872, both days inclusive, 
one hundred and eighty-five dollars..... παντος 8185 


I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. ο. Dre GRESS, 
Supt. Public Instruction. 
Austin, TEXAS, January 30, 1872. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS . 3 
To δ. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling from Austin to 
Galveston, and through Galveston county, on offi- 
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cial business, and in returning to Austin, from the 
thirty-first of January to the eighth of February, 
1872, eighty-seven dollars........... ele 
I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Supt. Pub. Instruction. 
Austin, Texas, February 10, 1872. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS : 

To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 

For expenses incurred in traveling, on official busi- 
ness, from Austin, Texas, through Harris and 
Galveston counties, and in returning to Austin, 
from February 23 to 28, 1872 (seventy-two dollars)..972 


I certify that the foregoing account is correct and just. 
J. C. DE GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction, State of Texas. 
AUSTIN. Texas, March 1, 1872. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, ) 
STATE OF TEXAS, 

AUSTIN, August 5, 1872. j 

Tux STATE OF TEXAS — 
To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For expenses ineurred in traveling through the 
counties of Hays, Guadalupe, Gonzales, De 
Witt, Vietoria, Calhoun and Nueces, and in re- 
returning through the cowaties of Victoria, Cal- 
houn, Goliad, Karnes, Wilson, Bexar, Comal, 
and Caldwell, to Austin, Travis county, Texas, 
on official business, from the fifth to the thir- 
tieth of July, 1872, inclusive............2.+...8888 00’ 


i 


I certify that the above account is correct. 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Superintendent Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 


q7 
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STATE OF 'TEXAS, 
Austin, Sept. 9, 1872. 
Tux STATE or TEXAS 


To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling on official busi- 
ness, from Austin, Texas, through the eounties of 
Harris, Austin, Houston, Robertson, Anderson, 
Henderson, Van Zandt, Smith, Harrison and Ma- 
rion, and in returning through Harrison, Rusk 
and Cherokee counties, to Austin, Travis county 
Texas, from fifteenth of August to third of Sep- 

tember, 1872, inclusive............... μας εως S012 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 


I certify that the above account is correct. 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction, State of Texas. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE OF Texas, | 
AUSTIN, Sopt. 30, 1872. 
TH STATE oF TEXAS 
To J. C. De Gress, Dr. 
For expenses incurred in traveling on official busi- 
ness, as follows, viz: From Austin, Texas, to 
Caldwell county, Texas, and return, seventh to 
ninth of September, 1872, inclusive ; from Austin, 
Texas, to Bastrop county, Texas, and return, four- 
teenth to seventeenth of September, 1872, inclu- 
sive; from Austin, Texas, to Galveston county, 
Texas, and return, twenty-first to twenty-sixth of 
September, 1872, inclusive, being thirteen days.. $112 


1 certify that the above account is correct, and that the 
«expenses were incurred, as stated. i 
J. C. Dx GRESS, 
Superintendent Publie Instruction, State of Texas. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
STATE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, Dec. 81, 1872, 
Tug STATE OF TEXAS 
To J. C. De Gress, 

Supt. Publie Instruction, Dr. 

To traveling expenses from Austin to Galveston, 

and return, from December twenty-seventh to 
December thirty-first, 1872..........-. 2000065 S41 00. 


I certify that the above account is correct and just. 
J. C. De GRESS, 
Superintendent Public Instruction, State of Texas, 


OFFICE or tne H. axb T. C. Rarnway Company, 
ITousron, October 2-4, 1872. 
Hon. A. Bledsoe, Austin: 

Dear Sim: i have yours of the twenty-second inst., 
asking whether Col. J. C. De Gress has been furnished 
with a free ticket over the Central Railroad, for the years 
1871 and 1872. T answer that he has. : 

Yours truly, 
W. R. BAKER. 


COMPTROLLER S QXFICE, AUSTIN, TEXAS. 

i, «A. Bledsoe, Comptroller of Public Accounts for the: 
state of Texas, certify the above and foregoing seveuteen 
pages aro true and correct copies of the originals on file 
in my Office. i 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto sign my name, and,’ 
[skAL] affix the seal of my office, at Austin City, Texas, 
this the twenty-sixth day of March, A. D. 1873. 

A. BLEDSOE, Comptroller.. 


Toe amg nie 


No. αἱ 


Statement of amounts drawn by J. C. De Gress, Superintendent Publie Instruction. 


Requisition. 

1871. Dr. 1872. 
December 9. To requisition...... 850,000 00 ; January. By vouchers filed...... 849,677 71 
1872. | February. By vouchers filed. ..... 69,910 41 
January 2. Το requisition...... 70,000 00 | March. By vouchers filed...... 24,827 66 
February 12. To requisition...... 25,000 00 | March. By vouchers filed...... 41,672 08 
March 2 To requisition...... 40,000.00 | April. By cash refunded... .... 12 29 

August 14. To requisition...... 50,000 00 1878. 
' April. By vouchers filed.. ... 49,951 08 
April. By cash refunded...... 48 37 


------------- | 
$235,000 00 | 


I certify that the above statement is correct. 


TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 
~ Austin, Texas 


ο... 


$235,000 00 


A. BLEDSOE, Comptroller, 


"AX NORLLSSL 


881 


